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1 March, Thursday 

 

The severe weather back in Britain caused widespread havoc in the country and put our tour in jeopardy.  

However, we managed to leave the UK before the airports were closed, but two remining participants, Suzanne 

and Neil, got stuck and were due to arrive 24 hours later.  As we learned later, they struggled to leave even their 

own house, being buried in the snow.   

Happy to reach Kilimanjaro airport, we then found out that two pieces of luggage were missing, and after 

filling up some forms (with at least 10 other passengers!), we eventually were on our way to the lodge.  The 

journey lasted about half an hour and we were greeted with a drink and a wet face towel (always a welcoming 

gesture!), before parting to our rooms for a most deserved rest.  Our group was allocated to a farm house, which 

had a colonial feel to it, with lots of old artefacts.  As it turned out, we had it all to ourselves.   

 

 

 

      

2 March, Friday    

  
We had a leisurely breakfast and left the lodge at 9:25, heading for Arusha National Park.  En route, we 

spotted some familiar plants, including Castor-oil Plant, African Tulip, Candelabra and Lantana, and saw our first 

Red-rumped and Wire-tailed Swallows.   

The parking at the entrance to the Arusha National Park was almost full and it took quite a while to sort out 

our permits.  We wasted no time though and picked up here a Baglafecht Weaver (or Bangladeshi Weaver as 

Doug quickly nickname it!), Yellow-breasted Apalis (or, according to Doug, Yellow-breasted Petunia!), Tawny-

flanked Prinia, Speckled Mousebird, African Pied Wagtail, Southern Boubou, Grey-headed Sparrow, Common 

Bulbul and Mosque Swallow.  Doug even managed to get himself a fancy hat! 

Our first stop was to view an open grassland type habitat, where a number of mammals were present, 

including Olive Baboons, Zebras, Waterhogs, and Bushbucks.  Here, we also picked up a Spot-flanked Barbet and 

European Roller.  A juvenile Martial Eagle entertained us for a while as it was ripping apart its prey on a branch.  

A few White-fronted Bee-eaters were busy scooping up prey in the air and we stopped to view them too.  A 

Verreaux’s Eagle was souring high in the sky and Margaret alerted us to a Red Duiker in the bushes.  We could 

not contain our excitement, when at least two Quereza Colobus (known also as the Eastern Black-and-white 

Colobus or Mantled Quereza) were spotted in the foliage.  The park hosts a healthy population of this species and 

is the best place in Tanzania to see them.  They are though, very sensitive and feed in the tree canopies, so getting 

a good view was a challenge.  We stayed with them until they disappeared from view.   

Our lunch was consumed under the wrongly labelled tree, Juniper communis, at a picnic site. Here, we also 

acquired an armed park guide, Msowla, who led us on a walk into the open plains of the park.  After a short 

demonstration of different skulls of mammals encountered on African plain, we descended into a green valley, 

overlooked by Mount Meru (4,566 m) gently trying to break free from a massive cloud.  But, before we saw this 

idyllic setting, a few Olive Baboons were spotted jumping over a stream and made a good photography subject. 

We walked almost within touching distance of a herd of African Buffalos, which were attended by the Red-billed 
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Oxpeckers.   Two Fiscal Shrikes (Common Fiscal), Hadada Ibises, a Three-banded Plover, Brown Martins and a 

Grassland Pipit were noted before the distinctive call of a Hartlaub’s Turaco was heard.  As we walked in its 

direction, we were distracted by a group of Banded Mongoose and five White-fronted Bee-eaters, and 

unfortunately, some of us missed the turaco flying away.  A short visit to an attractive waterfall followed, where 

inconspicuous Blue Monkeys were roosting on the top of a tree.  We then came out to a fascinating view of Masai 

Giraffes, about 20 of them in total, that were foraging in a loose group, and tolerant of our presence.  Walking 

almost alongside them was a truly bizarre experience.  We rounded off the walk with good views of a Little Bee-

eater, Scarlet-chested Sunbird and Red-billed Oxpecker, rather unusually, calling from the top of a dead tree.  

Mount Kilimanjaro (5,895m) was behind the clouds and although weather improved throughout the day, the peak 

never revealed itself in full glory.  We could just make the outline of the snow-covered slopes of the mountain.  

As we drove through the park, more bird species were noted, including a Rufous-naped Lark, Pangani 

Longclaw and Whinchat.   

 Our next stop was by Momella Lake, where a large flock of White-winged Terns were foraging close to the 

water surface, and number of Little Grebes were floating on the water.  Blacksmith Plovers, Black-winged Stilts, 

Grey Crowned Cranes, Sacred Ibises, a Crown Plover and a Lesser Grey Shrike were also noted.   

We drove through the forest on our last leg of the visit, and here, we came across more Masai Giraffes, some 

Waterbucks close to the road, a Bushbuck, a Red Duiker and an albino Olive Baboon, which was well known in 

the area.  We also got a much better view of a few Quereza Colobus foraging in the foliage of the trees.  A 

Hartlaub’s Turaco was calling again, but remained out of the sight.   

We finished our visit to the park with brief view of an African Fish Eagle and a Giant Kingfisher, before 

heading to our lodge for the evening meal.   

It was great to sit outside while indulging in culinary offerings from the lodge.  The concerns, however, were 

raised, as to when Anne’s and Doug’s suitcases would arrive and whether we would see Suzanne and Neil at all 

on the trip.      

 

 

 

3 March, Saturday    
 

It was raining last night, so we woke up to very acceptable temperatures and fresh air.  At breakfast, Anne was 

reunited with her suitcase, but the whereabout of Doug’s suitcase was still unknown.  Today, we were travelling 

to the shores of Lake Manyara, at the border of two national parks: the Manyara and Tarangire.  On a way out of 

our lodge, we visited a local reedbed, where we saw a Grosbeak and Taveta Golden Weavers at work, as well as a 

very obliging Broad-billed Warbler, along with other commoner species.   

Unavoidably, travelling towards Arusha, we hit traffic. A short diversion was required as some of us decided 

to use the ATM machine to get some local currency.  At the car park, we got good views of Red-winged Starling, 

Rüppell’s, Long-tailed Starling, Baglafecht Weaver and Grey-headed Sparrow.   

Eventually, we left the busy city and, as we travelled westwards, we entered empty countryside with 

occasional Maasai in their colourful shukas. Along the road, we picked up species such as Black Kite, White-

headed Buffalo-Weaver, Desert Cisticola and Abdim’s Stork.  We were on the lookout for Doug’s suitcase too, 

because the airport delivery guys happened to travel in the opposite direction to us and we did not want to miss 

them.  Eventually, we caught up with them and Doug was re-united with his precious possessions.  The stop was 

very fruitful because it produced a lovely Augur Buzzard perching on a pole. Another short stop followed to view 

a Splendid Starling, which happened to be probably the most commonly seen species on the tour, and also a 

Chestnut Weaver and Red-billed Quelea.  

Isack chose our lunch-stop wisely by the side of the road as it produced a spectrum of birds, including 

Beautiful and Scarlet-chested Sunbirds, African Orange-bellied Parrot, Ashy Flycatcher, Chin-spot Batis, Yellow-

collared Lovebird and Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver.  We even had a nest of a Splendid Starling above our “coffee 

table”.   

Along the road, we kept seeing new species, but the best selection was when we turned off the main road into 

the sandy track leading to the Tarangeri National Park.  Before we arrived at the gate, we added to our list, 

species such as a spectacularly-looking White-bellied Go-away Bird, which seemed to “befriend” two Grey-

backed Fiscals, Lilac-breasted Roller, Black-shouldered Kite, Northern White-crowned Shrike, Arrow-marked 

Babbler, Pygmy Falcon and Magpie Shrike, amongst others.  Some of them became frequent sightings later on 

the trip, but, at this point, every new bird absorbed our attention.  As we waited for Isack to sort out our entry 

permit, we spotted a Grey Woodpecker feeding along a tree trunk.  A brightly-coloured Yellow-collared Lovebird 

posed nicely on the top of a roof as we entered the park.   

Day 3 
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We made a very little progress in the park, because birds kept us entertained and we had to stop ever so often 

to view them; the local endemic, Ashy Starling, and the Splendid and Wattled Starlings were abundant and noisy.  

Two Crested Francolins crossed our path in front of the vehicle, a Bearded Woodpecker played hide-and-seek in 

the tree foliage and a Grey Heron was almost mistaken for a Squacco Heron as it curled its neck close to its body.  

Others included, Little Bee-eater, Fork-tailed Drongo, Red-backed Shrike, Pygmy Falcon, Winding Cisticola, 

Spotted Flycatcher, Red-billed and Von der Decken’s Hornbills, and European and Lilac-breasted Rollers.  The 

highlight though was on our way back when suddenly five Southern Ground Hornbills, each holding a mouth-full 

of litter, were spotted standing on the ground, tree trunks and a termite mound.  We were pressed for time, so 

could not wait to see what this was about, but seeing these birds in small groups is not uncommon because they 

live in social groups of about two to eight individuals, with cooperative breeding and care for the offspring.  A 

Red-and-yellow Barbet posing on the side of the road was the icing on the cake of this very eventful day.   

We were pleased though to arrive to our lovely camp (after a hold up at the gate to Lake Manyara 

Conservation Area) and even more chuffed when we were offered free drinks while listening to our briefing from 

the manager.  Our tented accommodation was superb, with beautifully carved front doors, a view over Lake 

Manyara beneath the dramatic cliffs of the East African Rift Valley and thousands of flamingos in the distance.  

Blue Wildebeests, Common Warthogs and Impalas were all in the vicinity of our tents.   

Our evening meal produced an even greater surprise when we learnt that the drinks were included in the price 

and we could order absolutely everything (except Amarula that is!).  We also had an unexpected guest at our table 

which was curiously “fascinated” by our drinks.  As we found out later, this moth did have the most appropriate 

name: a Beer or Sundowner Moth, as it is attracted to ripening fruit and alcohol, hence its fondness for our drinks!   

 

 

 

 

4 March, Sunday 

    
We had a reasonably early breakfast today and by 7:30 we were on our 

way to Tarangire National Park.  At the car park, we came across an 

unexpected Collared Palm-Thrush.  Initially our progress was slow, 

because as soon as we left the lodge we came across an interesting patch, 

where a number of birds drew our attention.  Those included a Red-

cheeked Cordon-bleu, Silverbird, African Grey Flycatcher, Diederik  

Cuckoo, Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove, Little Bee-eater and White-

browed Coucal.  Vervet Monkeys emerged suddenly from behind the 

bushes, making Margaret and Anne jumped off their seats with 
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excitement.  Further along, a Warthog and a Blue Wildebeest generated further excitement, as they were close to 

the road.   A Red-necked Spurfowl and our first Rufous-tailed Weaver, many of which were seen throughout the 

tour, were observed before we left the Manyara Lake Conservation Area.  

As we entered a dusty gravel road leading to the Tarangire National Park, 

an African Harrier-Hawk (Gymnogene) put in a performance for us when it 

invaded a Superb Starlings’ nest and stole a chick, before flying away with it 

to a nearby tree. The Starlings chased it all the way, but to no avail. As sad as 

it was, we were pleased to witness the whole event unfolding in front of us.  

Two Pygmy Falcons posed for us on a tree and an African Cuckoo showed 

up as well. 

After getting our permits at the park’s gate and entering the park in full 

anticipation, we soon came across five Southern Ground Hornbills exactly 

where we left them the previous day, this time though, with empty beaks.  As 

we progressed through the park, various birds came to our view with Magpie 

Shrike, Splendid Starling and Lilac-breasted Roller putting on frequent 

appearances.  Other, more notable species included African Mourning Dove, Barn Swallow, White-browed 

Sparrow-Weaver, Pin-tailed Whydah, Red-and-yellow Barbet, Speckled Mousebird and Stripped Kingfisher.   A 

small water body produced two Grey Crown Cranes, Blacksmith Plover, Spurwinged and Egyptian Geese, and a 

flock of Red Bishops.  Birds of prey included Tawny Eagle, Bateleur, White-backed, Rüppel’s Griffon and 

Lappet-faced Vultures.  A Crested Francolin was calling frantically in the bush to attract the attention of its young 

chick which ventured maybe too far for the comfort of its mother.  Eventually, we saw both, an anxious mother 

and a chick seeking refuge in the bush.  Mammals were abundant, though spread out, and viewing the Masai 

Giraffes, Impalas and Plain Zebras was an absolute pleasure.  We stumbled twice across the Dwarf Mongoose 

occupying the termite nests and poking their heads from time to time out of their holes.  In places, the 

Acacia woodland thinned out slightly, giving way to open thornveld, interspersed with magnificent Baobab trees, 

where viewing of mammals was easier. The park is famous for its high concentration of African Elephants and we 

managed to come across two herds before the lunch.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While admiring the view over the dry Tarangire River bed, Isack alerted us to some lions down below.  We 

quickly descended to get a glimpse of three Lionesses in the middle of the river bed peacefully indulging in the 

mid-day siesta.  By then, other vehicles were present there too, and soon we followed others alerting us to a 

Leopard lounging in a nearby tree.  Unfortunately, by the time we got there, the Leopard was so well hidden in 

the tree foliage that it was impossible to see it.  We spotted though, a full carcass, or rather a skeleton, of some 

kind of antelope in the tree, which surely was evidence of Leopard activity in the area.     

Our lunch was taken at the busy Matete picnic site, where a great view stretched over the acacia savanna and 

the Tarangire River.  We could see two herds of Elephants foraging in the distance and Doug spotted our first 

Hartebeest.   The picnic area was busy not only with tourists, but we also had some birding companions which 

were ready to grab any crumbs laid down for them.  Ashy and Superb Starlings and Von der Decken’s Hornbill 

were particularly notable.  
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In the afternoon, we stumbled across a few more herds of Elephants, some crossing the road, others crossing 

the river or browsing in the bushes. One encounter was particularly memorable, as the Elephants were next to our 

vehicle, almost within touching distance from it, completely oblivious of our presence. As much as it was an 

exhilarating experience, it was also a hair-raising event because of the 

proximity of these huge beasts.  

We spent some time exploring the river bank, where some waders 

were found, including Collared Pratincole, Black-winged Stilt, Ringed 

Plover, Greenshank, and Marsh, Wood, Green and Common Sandpipers.  

An African Fish Eagle perched on a tree trunk and tested our patience as 

we waited for it to take off.   

On the way back to the camp, we stopped at the souvenir shop by the 

side of the road, but only Margaret and Anne found something suitable to 

spend money on.   

An earlier decision was made that we would photograph Masai boys 

who had their faces painted white and wore black clothes (marking the 

circumcision ceremony they underwent).  After some negotiation, the boys happily performed for us, which was 

most appreciated and rewarded accordingly.  

Just before we arrived at the camp, a Reedbuck and a Leopard Tortoise were spotted intermingling with a 

flock of Helmeted Guineafowls.   As it was only 17:00, some of us took advantage of the spare time before dinner 

and had a walk around the camp, picking up species such as a Fischer’s Sparrow-Lark, Chestnut-bellied 

Sandgrouse, African Spoonbill, Common Sandpiper, Marabou Stork and Tawny Eagle.  Margaret and Anne 

enthusiastically announced seeing their first Black-backed Jackal.   

A great dinner followed at 19:30, when decision was made to undertake a walk to the Manyara Lake to view 

thousands of flamingos foraging in the lake, before our early morning departure.   

 

 

 

                                         

5 March, Monday    
 

We got up at dawn and at 6:30 joined some others for 

an early morning coffee/tea before embarking on our walk 

to the Manyara Lake, led by Linga, a Masai guide.  Close 

to the lodge, we picked up a Wood Sandpiper, Three-

banded Plover, Sacred Ibis, Moorhen, Ruff, Barn Swallow 

and Palm Swift.  Thousands of Flamingoes, the majority 

being a Lesser Flamingo, were present at the lake, but 

because of the muddy surface, we could not get close to 

them.  During the wet season, they inhabit the edges of the 

lake in flocks of thousands, but they are not present during 

the dry season, so we were lucky to get the feel for the 

enormous numbers that gather here every year.  We also 

managed to see flocks of Ruffs, Cattle Egrets and a Marabou Stork in the vicinity.   

An hour and half later, we were back at the lodge for one of the best al fresco breakfasts of the trip.  The 

choices were endless and the staff very attentive, not mentioning the Superb Starlings and weavers which tried to 

join our feast.  Nothing can deter Doug though from taking a good picture of a bird, not even the packed lunch 

Day 5 

This rite of passage is one of the most important Masai ceremonies and marks the coming of age of Masai boys when 12-

25 years old.  The planning for this ceremony itself takes two months.  First, the boys must give away everything that 

they own. Then, on the day of the ceremony, the boys shave their heads and paint their faces with white chalk. They put 

on black cloaks and ostrich feather headdresses. Then, the village elders perform the initiation rights on each boy inside a 

small tent, where they are circumcised.  The circumcision is done without anesthetic, which makes it painful. The 

boy must endure this pain in silence, as expression of pain brings dishonor.  The healing process takes about 3-4 months, 

and the boys much remain in black clothes for a period of 4-8 months.  After this ritual is performed, the boys are now 

considered to be warriors.  These warriors are in charge of the society's security, and during the drought season, both 

warriors and boys are responsible for herding livestock.  

                   https://northafricanmasaitribe.weebly.com/rites-of-passage.html 
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that he forgot to collect while zooming off into the bushes to get a glimpse of a new species, the Yellow-necked 

Spurfowl.    

By 9:20, we were on our long journey to the southern Serengeti.  As we entered rural settlements, new species 

were seen, including Black Bishop, Grey-headed Kingfisher and Eastern Honey Buzzard. An African Wagtail 

showed well on the dry river bed and a Stripped Kingfisher dotted the electrical wires along the road. At the 

entrance to the Lake Manyara National Park, there were 

some problems with getting our permits, but in the process, 

we saw our first Red-billed Firefinch, as well as Red-

cheeked Cordon-Bleu, Spotted Flycatcher and Common 

Bulbul.  Further along, some of us got a glimpse of the 

Crested Guineafowl, the only record of the trip.  As we 

drove through dense acacia forest edging Lake Manyara, 

Isack mentioned about the habits of the local Lions that like 

to hang out on tree trunks.  Soon after, almost on request, we 

came across two of them cosying up on a tree.  What a treat!   

Eventually, we reached an open plain and the edge of the 

Lake Mayara.  Here, our attention was drawn to five White 

Storks, two Ground Hornbills and a nice selection of 

mammals, including Waterbucks, Zebras, Blue Wildebeests, a Buffalo and a herd of very entertaining Olive 

Baboons.  Although we had hardly seen any safari vehicles on our journey so far, the picnic spot was teaming 

with tourists.  We were lucky to get a table under the shade of a Gardenia ternifolia with a splendid view over the 

lake.  Some of us went on a boardwalk extending into the lake, where a number of waders generated some 

interest: five species of plovers (Ringed, Kittlitz’s, Chestunt-banded and Three-banded Plovers, as well as a 

Lesser Sandplover).  Chestnut-banded Plovers were particularly abundant, and so were Little Stints, busily 

probing into the mud in search of food.  Others included Black-winged Stilts, Greenshanks and Marsh 

Sandpipers.  Our first Gull-billed Tern was also seen here.  

Further on our journey through the Lake Mayara Conservation Area, we stopped briefly to look at a 

Hamerkop, feeding by the side of the road, a Martial Eagle, perching on a tree trunk and two Klipspringers 

spotted by Isack.  A light shower passed over as we continued through the park. 

Our journey soon took us to the slopes of Ngorongoro Crater.  We climbed up the forested slopes of the 

Ngorongoro caldera to reach the rim of the crater, but the mist and drizzle stopped us from viewing the crater’s 

floor.  We pressed on to reach our lodge at a reasonable hour, but how little did we know...   

We left the crater behind and started to descend to the Serengeti plains, passing the Malanja Depression, with 

Mt. Lemakarot on the background. The view now over the endless African grassland was stunning and more and 

more herds of wildebeests, other antelopes and distant Elephants were greeting us as we travelled through.  

Northern and Capped Wheatears and Northern Ant-eating Chat were present in notable numbers by the side of the 

road.  But, the ornithological highlight came later, when we approached a gate to the Serengeti National Park.  

Suddenly, about 50 Lesser Kestrels took to the air from a nearby tree and soared all around our vehicle.  It was 

astonishing to see such a big number of these birds so close by.  Migration was on! 

We now took a side road which led directly to our Ndutu Lodge, the only permanent lodge in the southern 

Serengeti.  Recent rain made the road conditions treacherous and soon it started to resemble a wetland.  We 

struggled to drive through, but Isack did his best to avoid the risky bits.  This slowed us greatly and as the night 

was closing in on us, visibility deteriorated further.  There was no obvious truck now and we were driving 

inbetween the bushes, turning in all possible directions to avoid wet and muddy patches.  It was a great mystery to 

us how Isack navigated himself, because it was pitch dark and there were no obvious signs leading to the lodge.  

At the point when Isack said that in the wet season some people do not make it to the lodge and have to spend the 

night in their cars, made us wonder if he was preparing us for the worst.  Our moods slightly lifted when two 

Spotted Eagle Owls appeared suddenly on the ground in front of the vehicle.   

Somehow though we managed to reach our lodge (viva Isack!) 

and at 20:15 we were feasting in a busy restaurant, where even 

evening entertainment was provided – a Common Genet caused 

some commotion when it appeared on the roof rafters.   

 

It was an adventurous and long day, to say the least! 
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6 March, Tuesday    
 

“It was wonderful to wake up to a view of Zebras parading in 

front of our doorstep”, Margaret and Anne announced first thing 

in the morning.  Vitelline Masked Weaver, Spotted Dikkop 

(Thick-knee), and more familiar now, Splended Starling, African 

Mourning Dove and Swahili Sparrow were also active in the 

vicinity.  Our post-breakfast departure did not take us far, because 

immediately, birds started to appear in profusion: colourful 

d’Arnaud’s Barbet, Northern Black Flycatcher, Northern White-

crowned Shrike, White-browed Coucal, and Hildebrandt’s and 

Wattled Starlings.   

As we had a stroll through thornveld, we picked up another 

beauty, Usambiro Barbet, a charming Speckled-fronted Weaver, a 

very yellow White-bellied Canary and ever so small Pygmy 

Falcon.  We had a very productive stop where a number of birds 

were recorded, including a gorgeously-looking Purple Grenadier, 

three Speckled Mousebirds doing some acrobatics crammed on 

one branch, a pair of Variable Sunbirds, Southern Red Bishop, 

Red-billed Quelea, Lilac-breasted Roller, Fischer’s Sparrow-lark 

and Fischer’s Lovebirds.  Three raptors were noted this morning, 

a Black Kite, Black-shouldered Kite and Common Kestrel.  Three 

mischievous Black-backed Jacals were up to something and we 

followed them for a while.  

Soon after, we were looking at four young male Lions lazing 

on the ground, only lifting their heads from time to time to check 

on the commotion around them.  Not far from them, there were 

two female Lions, one with a collar.  Since Lions were rather 

inactive and we were craving for some action, we pressed on.  

It was in the proximity of Lions that we spotted a big herd of 

Blue Wildebeests and Zebras.  Red-billed and Yellow-billed 

Oxpeckers were attending them as well.  It was great to be so 

close to Wildebeests, and as many had young by their side, they 

became very twitchy, and changed several times the directions 

they were going in, maybe sensing some danger in the air.  A few Unstriped Grass Rats came into the open and 

generate discussion. 

Before lunch, we saw a few small herds of Thompson’s and Grant’s Gazelles grazing here and there, and as 

we consumed lunch, we watched two Cheetahs under a tree.  Their stomachs were full and they were relaxing, 

tossing, turning, rolling over and waving their tails in an attempt to get rid of annoying flies around them.  It was 

obvious that they were having a long siesta, and so we drove off and left them behind.  

Yellow-throated Sandgrouse attracted our attention, but soon a female and male Blue-headed Tree Agama, and 

Roufous-naped and Red-capped Larks were seen. A Brown Snake Eagle and Augur Buzzard were notable raptors 

before we reached a sizable wetland.  We drove alongside, seeing a few Cape Teals, Egyptian Geese, a Kittlitz’s 

Plover, Blacksmith Plover, two Grey-crowned Cranes, and a flock of Gull-billed Terns.  A Dark Chanting-

Goshawk found shelter amongst the foliage of the tree, but Steinbuck and two Spotted Hyenas were in the open, 

allowing good viewing.   

Yellow-necked and an endemic Grey-breasted Spurfowls generated some discussion, before two Lappet-faced 

Vultures attracted our attention.  Here, we also had a stop for a coffee/tea in the middle of African savanna, where 

we also picked up a Black-and-white Cuckoo, Tawny Eagle, Fiscal Shrike, Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse, Great-

spotted Cuckoo and, further along, our first White-bellied Bustard.   

A Common Rock-Thrush was probably the most intriguing species to see, but two Verreaux’s Eagle-Owls 

generated most excitement, as we saw them in full view roosting in the tree. Going through the wetland again, we 

picked up a Three-banded Plover, at least three Two-banded Coursers, and a Wood Sandpiper. 

 

Day 6 



8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Going in the direction of Lake Ndutu, we witnessed a Secretarybird being chased by Crowned Plovers, and 

some aggression amongst the latter.  Mammals here, were far and between, but Giraffes were a nice addition, as 

well as few Kirk’s Dikdik and an African Savanna Hare.   

Just before we returned to the lodge, a stop was made by the pool of water, where Usambiro Barbet, 

Hildebrandt’s Starling and Vitelline Masked Weavers allowed some close photography. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our evening dinner, was once again “interrupted” by a Common Gannet appearing briefly on the roof rafters 

of the restaurant.   

 

 

 

  

7 March, Wednesday    
 

Today, there was a long day ahead of us, because we were travelling to the Central Serengeti and a new camp.  

After breakfast at 7:00, we were ready to part with our lovely lodge by 8:00.  Two Kirk’s Dikdik and a Spotted 

Dikkop were seen from our verandas this morning, and so Margaret announced: “We have a Dikky Day today.”   

We spent the morning exploring the southern part of the Serengeti around Ndutu, before leaving the area for 

good.  We did not drive far, when Isack spotted a young male Lion resting on the ground in the open.  Here, we 

also saw our first Cut-throat Finch and Steel-blue Whydah, as well as more common birds, including Vitelline 

Masked Weaver, Little Bee-eater and Red-billed Cordon-bleu.  Further along, we picked up an African Hoopoe, 

Chin-spot Batis, a few Fischer’s Lovebirds with their orange-red faces, Double-banded Courser, Chestnut-bellied 

Sandgrouse, and Grey-breasted Francolin, amongst others.  Raptors were interesting this morning, with species 

such as Gabar Goshawk, and Steppe and Wahlberg’s Eagles.  We passed flocks of zebras, and antelopes, but the 

small herd of Blue Wildebeest generated most excitement when being pursued by three Black-backed Jacals.   

Here, we also came across a Spider-hunting Wasp, about five centimetres long, with long agile legs and 

metallic wings.  

 

 

Day 7 
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A short visit to civilised toilet, gave us good views of a Speckled Pigeon on its nest, Lesser Striped Swallow 

and African Cuckoo.   Before we reached Masek Lake, more raptors came into view, including a Black-chested 

Snake Eagle, Brown Eagle and Wahlberg’s Eagle.  At the lake, two Marsh Sandpipers, a flock of 10 Ruffs, 

Common Sandpiper, Black-winged Stilt, Egyptian Goose, Black-necked Heron, some Cape Teals and a very cute 

Blacksmith Plover’s chick, were seen.   A Bateleur flew in the distance.  

An immature Great Spotted Cuckoo, Rattling Cisticola, Grey-capped 

Social-Weaver, Yellow-fronted Canary were picked up along the way, and a 

Common Buzzard took off from the top of a tree, when suddenly we stopped 

to view a Long-crested Eagle drinking from a water pool on the road. The 

bird looked wonderful with its crest blowing in the wind and so no wonder 

we were all glued to our cameras.  Gordon’s patience was running short 

though, and so he stepped out of the vehicle to make the bird fly.  A gentle 

“shooo” helped to lift it up, and so it flew off! 

Soon after, we saw a Yellow Wagtail, but it was not just an ordinary 

wagtail.  The plumage of Yellow Wagtails in eastern Africa vary enormously 

and this one was Motacilla flava lutea, with an almost entirely yellow head.   

Before we left the sparsely vegetated thornveld, we came across a wonderful Flag-necked Chameleon.  It ran 

quickly for cover, but then climbed all the way to the top of the shrub and came in to the open again.  By that 

time, another minibus arrived and joined us.  It was amazing to see how quickly the chameleon changed the 

colour of its body, in response to different backgrounds of its surrounding.    

Entering the short grass plains, gave us the opportunity to see wildlife at a distance.  A Spotted Hyena and 

Golden Jackal were traversing the plain in search of opportunities, a beautiful male Kori Bustard (thick neck and 

well-defined plumage) was foraging and allowed us portrait photography, a female Common Kestrel was scoffing 

its prey on a stone, a Marabou Stork was ‘kneeling’ on 

the ground and a few Rüppel’s Griffon Vultures were 

mucking about.   

By the time we reached the gate to the Serengeti 

National Park we added to the list, three Senegal 

Plovers and an African Marsh Harrier.  A big wooden 

gate marked the border of the park, and soon we picked 

up a Greater Kestrel, some Crowned Plovers and a 

Montagu’s Harrier.  Isack pointed to us some Simba 

Kopjes, a large pile of boulders, where Lions are 

frequently seen.  As if on his request, two Lions were 

spotted lazing on the top of the boulders.   

We had to stop at the Naabi Hills Gate to obtain 

some permits to enter the park.  The gate is located around some granite kopjes that rise above the grass plains of 

the Serengeti, allowing good panoramic views of the plain.   

We admired brightly coloured Mwanza Flat-headed Agamas sunbathing on the rocks at the top.  The area was 

teeming with tourists as much as it was with butterflies.  Those included African Golden Arab, Diadem, Common 

Smoky Blue, Dark Blue Pansy and Soldier Commodore.  As we consumed our lunch, now the familiar Superb 

and Hildebrandt’s Starlings, and Speckle-fronted and Rufous-tailed Weavers were all busy trying to find some 

crumbs.  Here, a well-supplied souvenir shop gave us the perfect opportunity to get a bottle of Amarula, an 

essential liquid of life on the African safaris!   

 We were now in the heart of the Serengeti and overwhelmed by how much there was to see.  Twenty White 

Storks were soaring up in the air, a Greater Kestrel posed for us by the side of the road, a herd of African Buffalo 

were attended by the Cattle Egrets, a herd of African Elephants were crossing the plain, but most of all, we saw 

an endless stream of Blue Wildebeests and some Zebras in numbers that can only be seen on the migration.  Some 

were foraging and spread out as far as we could see; others were flowing across the plain in an orderly manner as 

they would have done on their annual movement for generations.  It was wonderful to witness this, one of the best 

Spider-hunting Wasps are great hunters, often seen moving on the ground in search of prey.  The female 

Spider Wasp stung the spider on the belly and paralyse it.  The wasp then drag the spider when it is still 

alive to previously excavated burrow and buries the spider after laying a single egg.  When the egg 

hutches, the larval wasp feeds upon the comatose spider.  The larva feeds on non-vital organs first, and 

the spider eventually dies.  Only the female Spider Wasp hunts as the male who has no stinger is 

incapable to immobilize the spider.   

https://www.whatsthatbug.com/2010/08/13/spider-wasp-with-prey-in-tanzania/ 
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of the world’s natural spectacles.  Elsewhere, we came across an unprecedented number of vultures, mainly 

Rüppell’s Griffon and White-backed, as they were taking their turns to feast on a dead Elephant.  It was a busy 

spot and we spent some time watching them, as they were flying all around us, taking off and landing elsewhere.   

 

 

We made little progress, because another herd of Blue Wildebeests crossed the road in front of us, and, if this 

was not enough, we came across a young Leopard resting on a log.  Pressed for time, we left the cat behind, only 

to bump into another dead Elephant a few minutes later.  The Elephant’s head was missing, and because the blood 

was still fresh, the decapitation must have taken place not that long ago.  We reckoned that the Elephant must 

have died from natural causes (anthrax?) and the park’s authorities removed the head to stop poachers from taking 

the tasks.  Vultures were all around it, but none of them was attending the dead body.  Soon, we found out why – 

seven Lions were hiding in the grasses, having probably feasted on the Elephant beforehand.  They were so well 

hidden that it was impossible to see them and only their tails, flicking in the air from time to time, indicated their 

presence.   

 

 

As we stopped elsewhere to view a Hippo out of the water, we saw another three Lions in the distance.  

Our tented camp was situated on Banagi Hill, with a spectacular view over the Serengeti plains.  As we 

arrived, a herd of Buffalo was grazing in front of our tents.  We were warmly welcomed by the staff and, after a 

short briefing and cool drinks, we were delegated to our comfortable and spacious tents.  The staff attendance 

during our two-day stay here was impeccable, the conditions of the camp, its location and meals provided, 

prompted us to vote this camp as the best accommodation of the trip.   

It was a very eventful day, but, as we soon found out, there was more excitement waiting for us during our 

evening meal.  It was Anne’s birthday today and, although a cake was ordered in advance, we did not expect a 

performance from the staff - the whole bunch of them entered the dining tent, singing (Jambo, Jambo!), dancing 

and playing with their kitchen utensils all around us. They carried the most beautifully decorated cake 

(considering that it was done in the African bush without proper kitchen facilities, it was remarkable what they 

produced) and with the candles lit, they placed it in front of Anne.  It was such a wonderful treat and a memorable 

end to a wonderful day.     

 

 

 

                                      

8 March, Thursday  
 

The day started with a wake-up coffee/tea and a biscuit left on the coffee table outside our tents.  It was 

wonderful to be able to admire the sunrise over the Serengeti and listen to the first calls of the African wilderness! 

Day 8 

A study on the extent of anthrax in the Serengeti National Park was conducted during 1996–2009. Potential 

anthrax cases, i.e., suspected and probable cases, were detected in a wide range of wildlife species, including 

wildebeest, buffalo, impala, giraffe, Thomson’s and Grant’s gazelles, hippopotamus, elephant and topi.  The 

anthrax-attributed deaths of 1 cheetah and 1 serval cat during an outbreak in 1998 were the only carnivore 

cases reported during the study. Several large outbreaks (>500 deaths) were also documented in livestock 

(goats, sheep, and cattle) east of SNP. 
Lembo, et al. (2011) Serologic Surveillance of Anthrax in the Serengeti 

Ecosystem, Tanzania, 1996–2009.  Emerg. Infect. Dis. 17(3), 387-394  
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Soon after we left the camp, the first birds started to appear: Rufous-chested Swallow, Bare-faced Go-away-

bird, Red-capped Robin-Chat and Grey-backed Fiscal.  Our first Hartebeest (Kongoni) and Topi were seen not far 

from the camp as well.  As we joined the main road, encounters with mammals became sporadic, but birds were 

popping up here and there, and so we picked up Rufous-naped Lark subsp. M. a. tropicalis, with a very rufous 

belly, a very similar Flappet Lark, beautiful Coqui and Grey-breasted Francolins, Brown Parrot, European Roller, 

Namaqua Dove, Black-chested Snake-Eagle, Northern White-crowned Shrike, Blue-naped Mousebird and White-

eye Slaty Flycatcher (juvenile).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our first stop was at the Hippo Pool, where about 70-80 Hippos were bathing in the water, snorting and 

puffing, and making all sort of noises whilst interacting with each other.  The pool was virtually heaving with 

them.  A Common Sandpiper landed on top of one of them, two Blacksmith Plovers settled on nearby rocks and 

at least six Red-billed Oxpeckers were attending the Hippos.  An African Fish Eagle was seen by some in the 

distance.   

As we travelled further, a Pearl-spotted Owlet posed for us on a branch, a Bateleur flew in the distance and 

White-browed Scrub-Robin showed up briefly by the road.  A Hippo was spotted in between the bushes, on dry 

land a fair distance from the water.   

We were heading now to the dead Elephant found yesterday to see who was in its attendance this morning.  En 

route, various birds were seen, including Plain-backed Pipit, Dark-chanting Goshawk, Speckled-fronted Weaver, 

Grey and van der Decken’s Hornbills and White-rumped Swift.  A small wetland hosted a few waders, such as 

Spur-winged Lapwing, Little Stint, Three-banded Plover, Wood Sandpiper and some Ruffs, including one totally 

white (leucitic one, most likely).   

At the Elephant corpse, we found a Lion.  After hanging about for a while, it took a piece of the dead Elephant 

and dragged it into the shade out of the view.  As soon as the Lion left, vultures gathered on the top and around 

the corpse, fighting for the best place at the “table”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another two Lions were spotted under a tree further along, as well as Deffasa Waterbuck, Vervet Monkeys 

and Masai Giraffes with a few Yellow-billed Oxpeckers.  A Diederick Cuckoo and African Crowned Eagle were 

the last species seen before we arrived at Seronera Info Centre for lunch.  The place was busy, but we managed to 

get a picnic table to ourselves.  We saw here a number of birds, including Grey-capped Social Weaver, White-

headed Buffalo-Weaver, Black-faced Waxbill, Rufous Sparrow, African Grey Flycatcher, and a Slate-coloured 

Boubou (struggling with a caterpillar).  Gordon had two Cardinal Woodpeckers to himself, while waiting for us in 

the vehicle. A Dwarf Mongoose and Yellow-spotted Bush Hyrax were running about attracting everybody’s 

attention.  Anne also found a Goliath beetle Fornasinius fornasinii (in the toilet!).    
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After lunch, we drove to a petrol station, but despite a long wait, the owner did not turn up and so postponed 

getting petrol till tomorrow.  While waiting, some birds were observed, but the highlight was a Red-chested 

Sunbird.  A pair of them flew to our driver’s side window, and while the male quickly disappeared, the female 

was struggling to come to terms with an “intruder” in the reflection.  It was fascinating to watch it!   

A stop by a small wetland gave us a gorgeous Goliath Heron, and elsewhere, a Black Crake, Morhen and 

Wood Sandpiper.  Despite a Rufous-naped Lark singing its heart out on the bush top and a White-Headed Vulture 

showing well, bird activity slowed down in the afternoon. We were, therefore, very pleased to find a Leopard in a 

tree.  It slept, then it yawned, then it stretched, and went to sleep again…By that time, Isack taught us a lovely 

song in Swahili that we heard many times on this trip, and so we needed some practice.  Amarula felt like a 

perfect addition to this occasion, and as 

we watched the Leopard and drank 

Amarula, our “Jambo! Jambo!” echoed 

across the African savanna!  Doug was 

lost for words (or maybe too much 

Amarula?) and named the song 

“Amarula Tomate!” 

On the way home, we stopped 

briefly to view a Hartebeest and a Topi 

close to the road.  Some birds were 

seen, but nothing new.  However, a 

flock of about 100 Lesser Kestrels took 

to the air and two Tawny Eagles 

showed well.   

Just before we arrived at the camp, 

at least five Montagu’s Harriers and two African Marsh Harriers were seen on different occasions.   

We arrived with plenty of time to relax (or look for birds) at our superb location before dinner. Evening meal, 

once again, was memorable, with a vegetable/tomato pastry in Balsamic vinegar as a starter, followed by a 

Tilapia fish and an amazing apple brûlée.  

 

 

 

    

9 March, Friday  
 

After a superb breakfast, and saying good-bye to the lovely staff, who gathered together to wish us farewell 

(photo by Anne), we embarked on the long journey to our new accommodation in the Ngorongoro Crater.   

This was definitely a raptor morning, as we saw quite a few of them, including an African Marsh Harrier, 

Black-shouldered Kite, Shikra, Common Kestrel and Black-chested Snake-Eagle.  Other notable birds in the 

vicinity of the camp included a Fischer’s Loverbird, Brubru and Fork-tailed Drongo.   A visit to the petrol station 

involved a long wait.  However, this was rather fruitful, because we saw an Abyssinian Scimitarbill (with 

suspiciously short bill), White-rumped Swift, Red-rumped Swallow, Magpie Shrike, Brown Parrot and a pair of 

the Red-chested Sunbirds who tried to “seduce” our mirror again!    

Further along, we saw a pair of Secretarybirds marching majestically in the tall grass, and by a small pool, 

waders included at least two Ruffs, a Marsh Sandpiper, Little Stint, Wood Sandpiper and Three-banded Plover.  A 

Black Crane emerged from the sedges as well.  We then came across three Lions in the tall grass by the side of 

the road, and another three lying down by the tree.  By that time, a number of Lions on this trip had reached 17.   

Day 9 
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Prior to our arrival at the Naabi Gate of the Serengeti Park, we saw a gorgeously-looking Kori Bustard and a 

Black-bellied Bustard.  The latter played hide-and-seek with us for a while, but eventually came out of the grass 

and crossed the road in front of the vehicle.  A Rosy-breasted Longclow though was the star of the day, with its 

bright rosy-red chest and belly.  Capped and Isabelline Wheatears showed up well by the side of the road too.  It 

was a memorable drive with a herd of old and sizable Elephants grazing closeby, as well as Zebras and 

Thompson’s Gazelles.   Our stop at the gate was short accompanied by healthy snacks to keep us going till lunch.   

We left the main road behind and turned into the Olduvai (or Oldupai) Gorge, the most important 

paleoanthropological sites in the world, where hundreds of fossilized bones and stone tools dating back millions 

of years, were found.  Here, we had our packed lunch, followed by a short lecture and a visit to the museum.  

There were, however, some other attractions, including Heart-nosed Bats in a communal roost undeath the roof, 

Scarlet Sunbird showing off its brightly coloured chest, some Red-headed Rock Agamas basking in the sun and a 

Large Mud-dauber Wasp collecting mud to construct its nest.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As soon as we left the gorge, a White-bellied Bustard crossed our path and, a while later, Eastern Chanting 

Goshawk posed for us as well.    

At the final leg of the journey, we slowly gained some altitude and reached 

the dramatic forested hills of the Ngorongoro Crater.  Once on the top, we 

stopped briefly at the Michael and Bernhard Grzimek’s grave.  Michael died 

when his plane collided with a flock of vultures during one of his mammal 

surveys.  He was buried the same day on the top of the crater, and later, the 

government of Tanzania erected a stone pyramid over his grave.  His father, 

Bernhard Grzimek, was also buried here after his death in 1987.  Both 

contributed a great deal to a better understanding of the migration route and 

numbers of big mammals of the Serengeti as well as the conservation of the 

area.   

We eventually reached our lodge, situated on the edge of the crater with 

magnificent views down to the caldera floor. It was a luxurious property, with spacious rooms and splendid 

views.   

  Some of us had a little wonder around, and there was even enough time to relax at the bar.  We were treated 

to a fantastic meal that night and even some live entertainment from the local choir.   

 

                              

 

 

10 March, Saturday 

  
Our breakfast at 6:30 was worth getting up for, because we 

were able to witness the spectacular view of the sun rising 

over the crater and lighting up the crater floor.  By 7:30, we 

started slowly descending into the crater, picking up Cape 

Robin-Chat, Streaky Seedeater, Tropical Boubou, Baglafecht 

Weaver, White-browed Coucal, Red-faced Cisticola and 

Black-crowned Tchagra. 

Day 10 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paleoanthropology
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  The gravel road took us via the Red Thorn Acacia (Acacia lahai) 

forest; with intertwined branches and broad flat crowns, the forest 

looked rather enchanting.    
As we reached the crater floor, we began to sense the scale of the 

area.  The Ngorongoro Crater forms the oval shaped caldera of an extinct 

volcano.  This enormous depression extends 21 km in the east-west 

direction, and 18 km in the north-south direction. The extinct volcano 

occupies the area of 304 km2, and it is the largest volcanic caldera on 

Earth.  The floor of the caldera is almost flat, and is covered mainly by 

open short grass plains, with occasional Umbrella (Thorn) Acacia Acacia 

tortilis and African Myrrh Commiphora africana trees.   

We aimed for Ngoitokitok Springs picnic site and that compulsory toilet stop!  Larks abounded here, with 

Fischer’s Sparrow-Lark, Flapper Lark and Rufous-naped Lark showing off particularly well.  Two Augur 

Buzzards and Black-chested Snake-Eagle caused some commotion amongst the Speke’s Weavers nesting close to 

the road.  A Northern Ant-eating Chat was unmistakable, showing well its white patches in primaries.  Bigger 

birds on the ground included two Kori Bustards, two Grey Crowned Cranes, a White-bellied Bustard, whereas 

Abdim’s Storks seemed to be everywhere.  Before we reached the picnic site, about 30 Yellow Wagtails were 

seen foraging on the ground.   

The picnic site was already busy with other visitors and was not short of attractions.  The water level in the 

pool was high and teamed with Hippos, splashing and wallowing about.  At least two Little Grebes were 

swimming around them, an African Jacana was trotting on the water edge, and Cattle Egrets and Blacksmith 

Plovers were present in big numbers.  Wire-tailed Swallows were attempting to nest under the toilet’s roof and a 

Black Kite landed on the ground, opportunistically looking for food.  Non-breeding Fan-tailed Widowbirds in 

their confusing plumage were twittering around and Speke’s Weavers were trying to outcompete them.   

 

As we were crossing the crater floor, we started to encounter large herds of mammals.  A population of about 

25,000 large mammals, largely ungulates, alongside the highest density of predators in Africa, live in the crater.   

Zebras, Thomson’s Gazelles and Wildebeests were particularly close to the road, with their new born babies 

always by their mothers’ side. Three sleeping Golden Jackals, cutely cuddled together and two Spotted Hyenas 

scavenged closed by.  It began to rain quite heavily then and we almost felt sorry for a Lion, looking totally 

miserable lying on the ground.  The rain seemed not to deter though a few Rufous-naped Larks and Rosy-throated 

Longclaws from signing their hearts out by the side of the road.  A small herd of Elephants and two Rhinos were 

seen from a distance, but we were out of the way to get closer to them.  Instead, we were totally satisfied with 

fabulous views of a Black-bellied Bustard, Secretarybird and Yellow-throated Sandgrouse foraging within 

touching distance of the vehicle.  Two Lions were lazing on the hill and totally out of action.  We spent some time 

looking at a big herd of Buffaloes, where a new-born baby, still wobbly on its legs, tried to get some milk from its 

attentive mother.  Red-billed Oxpeckers were busy around them.  
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A quick scan over the edge of the Lake Magadi produced over 70 Ruffs foraging in the grass, a few Black-

winged Stilts, Crowned Plovers and, on the edge of the road, a Red-capped Lark and a Capped Wheatear posed 

for us nicely.  The Hippos were bathing in the water, with some Cattle Egrets roosting on their backs, but one 

came out of the water exposing its massive body.  Six Golden Jackals scavenged in the vicinity too. 

A compulsory visit to the toilet followed (as we could not get out of the vehicle in the crater), with at least four 

Hamerkops flying about.  Soon after, we stopped for lunch, where the view over the open terrain allowed us to 

see a Lanner Falcon, which flew pass us by and landed on the top of a tree, three Cinnamon-breasted Bee-eaters, 

Fiscal Shrike and two Grey Crowned Cranes.  Further along, we encountered three young Golden Jackals chasing 

and playing with each other, oblivious of our presence.   

Soon though, there was a change of scenery as we entered the Lerai Forest.  The forest was quiet though and, 

apart from a Martial Eagle roosting on the branch, two Lion cubs drifting to sleep on a tree log as we passed them 

by and a shy Bushbuck hiding between the shrubs, there was not much to get us excited.  However, as soon as we 

came out into the open, we did not know where to look because there was so much going on; an Isabelline Shrike 

posed on the top of a tree, two young Lions lounged on the ground and, further along, another four poked their 

heads above the green grass.  A Black Rhino was spotted in the distance, with a baby by its side.  A Pallid Harrier 

suddenly flew alongside the vehicle, allowing good viewing.  Grant’s and Thomson’s Gazelles were grazing 

happily, oblivious of two hyenas close by.  Another two young Lions were seen just before we stopped to view a 

small wetland.  Here, we picked up our first and only two Northern Shovelers, Spoonbill, Great White Egret and a 

Great White Pelican.  Winding Cisticola was also added to the list further along.   

It was a late afternoon and the thought of a drop of Amarula/coffee/tea felt like an urgent necessity now.  So, 

we stopped at the Ngoitokitok Springs picnic site again, but this time, we had it all to ourselves.  Not quite 

though, because Speke’s Weavers invaded our vehicle in search of some picnic scrumbs.  We raised an Amarula 

toast to a great day in the crater while admiring a nice view over the lake. Birds were twittering about, but apart 

from a Common Sandpiper that landed in front of us on the rocks, we did not record any new birds, and so it was 

time to head for the lodge. 

The return journey was very eventful, to say the least.  Yellow-billed Oxpeckers posed for us on the back of a 

few zebras by the side of the road, a Kori Bustard walked gracefully in the grass, and two Black-backed Jacals 

crossed the road in front of us and showed some affection towards each other. The best though was yet to come, 

because as we started to gain some height on the crater’s wall, the heads of two Lions poked up from above the 

rocks.  Soon, more appeared and altogether there were six youngsters and two adults resting on the top of the 

rocky hill, overlooking the plain.  A herd of Zebras was grazing not far from them and one youngster, too 
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adventurous for its own good, broke away from the group.  The Zebras were alert and sensed the presence of the 

Lions, so the mother nervously guided the youngster back to 

the group.   

 By then, the Lions also seemed to be alert and fully aware 

of easily accessible prey.  Unfortunately, the day was closing 

on us and we had to leave.   

On the way up, we had a short stop 

to view a magnificent Fire Lily in full 

bloom and, later on, a sizable Elephant 

emerged from the bushes by the side 

of the road, which marked a fantastic 

end to a very eventful day.   

Later in the evening, we had 

another celebration.  Gordon, a devoted participant of the Scotnature tours, proclaimed 

that this was his last overseas tour.  We could not let this event to go unnoticed and so after dinner, a personalised 

card and a mug, with pictures of some of the tours he took part in, were presented to him.   The staff from the 

lodge, sang “Jambo! Jambo!”, while dancing all around him and placing a lovely cake, made to order, on the table 

in front of him.  Gordon had to hold a lighted torch, while fireworks were shooting into the air from the middle of 

the cake – the expression on Gordon’s face was priceless: a mixture of utter disbelief, shock, joy, amusement and 

embarrassment - this brought tears of laughter!   

Gordon’s send-off worked well and, no doubt, it will become an anecdote in the years to come!     

 

 

 

11 March, Sunday 

 
It was an early start to the day and by 6:30 we were ready to leave the lodge.  The plan was to cross the 

Ngorongoro Crater once again, before heading for Arusha and our flight home. 

On the way down, we picked up two Stonechats, a pair of Bronze Sunbirds, a Baglafecht Weaver, 

Hildebrandt’s Francolin, Isobelline Shrike, African Hoopoe and Zitting Cisticola.  At some point, Isack realised 

that we forgot to take our packed breakfasts with us.  Thankfully, somebody was descending into the crater 

behind us and so, in no time at all, we regained our precious cargo.  As we continued in the direction of the 

Ngoitokitok Springs picnic site, two Bat-eared Foxes showed well in the distance, another Rosy-throated 

Longclaw sang its heart out, two Kori Bustards 

were foraging close to the road and a Spotted 

Hyena was awakening from the night sleep.  

Our stop at the picnic site was very quick, and 

on the way out, we spotted a Spurwinged Goose 

and a Malachite Kingfisher.   A flock of nine Grey 

Crowned Cranes flew spectacularly above us and 

four Squacco Herons were new additions at a small 

wetland thoroughly inspected by us the previous 

day.  

As we were crossing the crater’s floor, there 

seemed to be more grazing mammals around than 

yesterday.  Particularly abundant were the young 

Zebras and Wildebeests, lying about on the ground 

or taking mother’s milk.  It was wonderful to see 

them all in such big numbers at the first rays of the 

rising sun.  In the distance, we saw a Lion slowly 

moving alongside a herd of Blue Wildebeests.  We 

waited patiently to see if some action would 

develop, but not witnessing anything spectacular, 

we pressed on.  Further along we picked up a Fiscal 

Shrike by the side of the road, an African Marsh 

Harrier soared above a herd of Wildebeests, and 

some Wattled Starlings revealed their extensive 

Day 11 
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English name Latin name

1 Blue-headed Tree Agama Acanthocercus atricollis

2 Red-headed Rock Agama Agama agama

3 Mwanza Flat-headed Agama Agama mwanzea

4 Flap-necked Chameleon Chamaeleo dilepis

5 Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus 

6 Leopard Tortoise Geochelone pardalis

7 Marsh Terrapin Pelomedusa subrufa

8 Striped Skink Trachylepis striata

9 Tropical Hoouse Geco Hemidactylus mabouia

Reptiles and Amphibians 

yellow and black skin and wattles on their heads.  But, the highlight came later when we crossed the Lerai Forest.  

Unexpectedly, we saw two Grey Crowned Cranes involved in the courtship display.  They were both dancing, 

with head pumping, bowing, jumping and wing flapping. It was wonderful to watch them and although dancing is 

commonly associated with courtship, it is also believed to serve to thwart aggression, relieve tension, and 

strengthen the pair bond.  A Tawny Eagle was spotted briefly, and soon we saw a Vervet Monkey feeding its 

baby in the corner of the tree trunk.   

As we gained some height climbing the crater’s wall, a spectacular view over the crater stretched behind us.  A 

troop of Olive Baboons dotted the road as we gained height, and, at the top, we stopped briefly to view a colony 

of Black Saw-wings busily attending their nests.   

After driving on the rim of the crater for a while, we started to descent again and continued on the main road 

towards a busy town of Karatu.  Here, we took a side road and continued to the wonderful Gibb’s Farm.  

Extensive coffee fields, a dairy, pig farm and 10 acre of vegetable and herb gardens surround the colonial 

farmhouse, built by German settlers in 1929.  It was a charming place, where the smell of the newly brewed 

coffee immediately wafted into our senses.  We sat in the garden and drank their supreme coffee/tea, with 

spectacular views over the farmland.  It was a superb place to relax, but some of us took a tour of the premises; 

Baglafecht and Rosebeak Weavers were building their nests in the middle of the garden, Green-headed and 

Variable Sunbirds were taking a bath, and some more common birds were flying about.  It was a great place to 

relax, but perhaps the most memorable were the toilets with wonderful views from their verandas!  

Our journey continued through the remote countryside, and occasional small settlements.  Part of it was spent 

in the pouring rain, something that made us realise how lucky we were throughout our tour in terms of the 

weather.  We arrived at the lovely Rivertrees Country Lodge at 17:45 as planned.  We had three spacious cottages 

for our disposal, which gave us privacy and space to repack, relax and get ready for a long journey home.  Doug 

even managed to photograph a lovely Collared Sunbird in front of his chalet (on the right).   

Finally, it was time to have our last dinner, before travelling to the airport to catch our plane.  We said good-

bye to Isack, who was an excellent driver and a great companion, with sharp eyes for big mammals that 

sometimes we could not even see through our binoculars!    

Another great trip has come to an end.        

Altogether, 284 species of birds, 42 species of mammals, 9 species of reptiles, 21 species of insects, including 14 

butterflies, and 32 species of plants were recorded/identified on this tour.   Memories that will linger with us 

forever are the vast plains of the Serengeti filled with thousands of migratory game, the spectacular Ngorongoro 

Crater, friendliness, attention and care given to us by everybody we came across at various locations... and, of 

course, the unforgettable “Jambo! Jambo!” 

 

          SWAHILI                         ENGLISH 

Jambo! Jambo bwana!     Hello! Hello sir! 

Habari gani? Mzuri sana!    How are you? Very well! 

Wageni, mwakaribishwa!    Guests, you are welcome! 

Tanzania? Hakuna matata!    Tanzania? No trouble!    

 

 

 

Some of the wildlife recorded on the tour 
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English name Latin name

1 African Emigrant Catopsilla florella

2 Policeman Coeliades sp.

3 African Golden Arab Colotis aurigeneus

4 Orange Tip Colotis sp. 

5 African Monarch Danaus chrysippus 

6 Common Smoky Blue Euchrysops malathana

7 Yellow Grass Eurema sp. 

8 Diadem Hypolimnas misippus

9 Yellow Pansy Junonia hierta cebrene female

10 Dark Blue Pansy Junonia oenone 

11 Soldier Commodore Junonia terea

12 Citrus Swallowtail Papilio de modocus 

13 White-spotted Commodore Precis limnoria 

14 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 

1 Large Mud-dauber Wasp Sphecidae/Delta  spp. 

2 Goliath type beetle found by Anne Fornasinius fornasinii 

3 Scarab Dung Beetle Scarabaeus  sp. 

4 Giant Dung Beetle Heliocopris  sp. 

5 Spider Hunting Wasp Pompolidae

6 Common Bluetail damselfly (f) Ischnura heterosticta

7 Termite sp -

Butterflies

Other insects

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

    

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           Diadem (male)    Diadem (female)         Yellow Pansy  

  Hypolimnas misippus           Hypolimnas misippus          Junonia hierta                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    Citrus Swallowtail          African Golden Arab  Common Bluetail (female) 

   Papilio demodocus           Colotis aurigeneus      Ischnura heterosticta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Soldier commodore            Common Smoky Blue       Dark Blue Pansy 

       Junonia terea         Euchrysops malathana        Junonia oenone 
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English name Latin name

1 Guereza Colobus Colobus guereza 

2 Olive Baboon Papio anubis 

3 Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus (aethiops)pygerythrus 

4 Patas Monkey Cercopithecus patas

5 Gentle (Blue) Monkey Cercopithecus mitis 

6 African Savanna Hare Lepus microtis

7 Ochre Bush Squirrel Paraxerus ochraceus

8 Unstriped Grass Rat Arvicanthis niloticus

9 Golden (Common) Jackal Canis aureus

10 Side-striped Jacal Canis adustus

11 Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas

12 Bat-eared Fox Otocyon megalotis 

13 Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo 

14 Dwarf Mongoose Helogale parvula 

15 Spotted Hyena Crocuta crocuta 

16 Common Genet Genetta genetta

17 Leopard Panthera pardus 

18 Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus

19 Lion Panthera leo 

20 Yellow-spotted Bush Hyrax Heterohyrax brucei     

21 African Elephant Loxondonta africana 

22 Common Zebra Equus quagga boehmi

23 Black Rhinoceros Diceros bicornis

24 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius 

25 Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus 

26 Masai Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis tippelskirchi

27 African Buffalo Syncerus caffer 

28 Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus 

29 Eland Taurotragus oryx

30 Bush Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia

31 Steinbuck Raphicerus campestris

32 Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus

33 Kirk's Dik-Dik Rhynchotragus kirkii

34 Bohor Reedbuck Redunca redunca

35 Common Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus

36 Defassa Waterbuck Kobus e. defassa 

37 Thomson's Gazelle Gazella rufifrons

38 Grant’s Gazelle Nanger granti granti

39 Impala Aepyceros melampus 

40 Topi (Tsessebe) Damaliscus lunatus topi

41 Kongoni (Hartebeest) Alcephalus busephalus cokei

42 Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus

Mammals
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Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1 Common Ostrich x x x x x x

2 Great White Pelican x

3 Little Grebe x x

4 Cattle Egret x x x x x x x

5 Common Squacco Heron x

6 Great Egret x

7 Goliath Heron x

8 Grey Heron x x x x x x x x

9 Black-headed Heron x x x x x x x x x

10 Hamerkop x x

11 White Stork x x x x x

12 Abdim's Stork x x x x x

13 Marabou Stork x x x x x x x x x x

14 Sacred Ibis x x x x

15 Hadada Ibis x x H x

16 Glossy Ibis x

17 African Spoonbill x x x

18 Greater Flamingo x x

19 Lesser Flamingo x x x

20 Egyptian Goose x x x x x x x x x

21 Spur-winged Goose x x x

22 Red-billed Teal x x

23 Cape Teal x x

24 Northern Shoveler x

25 Black Kite x x x x

26 Black-shouldered Kite x x x x x x

27 Secretary Bird x x x x x

28 African Fish Eagle x x x

29 Hooded Vulture x x

30 White-headed Vulture x x

31 African White-backed Vulture x x x x x x

32 Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture x x x x x x

33 Lappet-faced Vulture x x x x x

34 Black-chested Snake Eagle x x x x

35 Brown Snake Eagle x x x

36 Western Banded Snake-Eagle x

37 African Marsh Harrier x x x x x

38 Montagu's Harrier x x x x

39 Pallid Harrier x

40 Eastern Chanting Goshawk x

41 Dark Chanting Goshawk x x x

42 Gabar Goshawk x x

43 Shikra x

44 African Harrier-Hawk x

45 European Honey-Buzzard x

46 Common Buzzard x

47 Augur Buzzard x x x x x x x

48 Tawny Eagle x x x x x x x

49 Steppe Eagle x

50 Wahlberg’s Eagle x

51 Lesser-spotted Eagle ?

52 Bateleur x x x x

53 Long-crested Eagle x x

54 Verreaux's Eagle x x

55 Martial Eagle x

56 African Crowned Eagle x x

57 Common Kestrel x x x x x

58 Lesser Kestrel x x x x x

59 Greater Kestrel x x x x x

60 Pygmy Falcon x x x

61 Lanner Falcon x

62 Helmeted Guineafowl x x x x x x x x x x

63 Crested Guineafowl x

64 Coqui Francolin x

65 Crested Francolin x x x

Birds

English name March
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Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

1/03 2/03 3/03 4/03 5/03 6/03 7/03 8/03 9/03 10/03 11/03

66 Hildebrandt's Francolin x

67 Yellow-necked Spurfowl x x

68 Grey-breasted Spurfowl x x x

69 Red-necked Spurfowl x x x

70 Black Crake x x

71 Common Moorhen x x

72 African Jacana x x

73 Grey Crowned Crane x x x x x

74 Kori Bustard x x x x x x

75 White-bellied Bustard x x x

76 Black-bellied Bustard x x

77 Black-winged Stilt x x x x x x

78 Spotted Thick-knee x x

79 Two-banded Courser x x x

80 Collared Pratincole x

81 Blacksmith Lapwing x x x x x x x x x x

82 Spur-winged Lapwing x x

83 Long-toed Lapwing x x

84 Crowned Lapwing x x x x x x x x x

85 Senegal Lapwing x

86 Kittlitz's Plover x x

87 Three-banded Plover x x x x x x

88 Common Ringed Plover x x

89 Chestnut-banded Plover x

90 Lesser Sandplover x

91 Ruff x x x x x x

92 Common Sandpiper x x x x x x x

93 Wood Sandpiper x x x x x x x x

94 Green Sandpiper x x

95 Common Greenshank x x x x

96 Marsh Sandpiper x x x

97 Little Stint x x x

98 Gull-billed Tern x x x

99 White-winged Tern x x x

100 Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse x x x

101 Yellow-throated Sandgrouse x x x

102 African Green-Pigeon x x

103 Speckled Pigeon x x

104 Feral Pigeon x x

105 Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove x x x

106 Tambourine Dove x

107 Namaqua Dove x x x

108 Ring-necked Dove x x x x x x x x

109 Red-eyed Dove 

110 African Mourning Dove x x x x x x x x

111 Laughing Dove x x x

112 Brown Parrot x x

113 African Orange-bellied Parrot x

114 Fischer's Lovebird x x x x

115 Yellow-collared Lovebird x x x

116 Hartlaub's Turaco x

117 White-bellied Go-away-bird x

118 Bare-faced Go-away-bird x

119 Great Spotted Cuckoo x x

120 Black-and-white Cuckoo x

121 African Cuckoo x x

122 Red-chested Cuckoo H

123 Diederik Cuckoo x x x

124 White-browed Coucal x x x

125 Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl x x x x

126 Spotted Eagle Owl x

127 Pearl-spotted Owlet x

128 Dusky Nightjar ?

129 White-rumped Swift x x x x

130 African Palm Swift x x

131 Speckled Mousebird x x x x x x x x x x

English name 
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Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

1/03 2/03 3/03 4/03 5/03 6/03 7/03 8/03 9/03 10/03 11/03

132 Blue-naped Mousebird x

133 Striped Kingfisher x x x

134 Grey-headed Kingfisher x

135 Giant Kingfisher x

136 Woodland Kingfisher H H

137 Malachite Kingfisher x

138 Little Bee-eater x x x x x x x

139 Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater x

140 White-fronted Bee-eater x

141 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater x x x

142 Lilac-breasted Roller x x x x x x x

143 European Roller x x x x x x x x

144 African Hoopoe H x x x

145 Abyssinian Scimitarbill x

146 Red-billed Hornbill x x x

147 Von der Decken's Hornbill x x x

148 African Grey Hornbill x x x

149 Silvery-cheeked Hornbill x

150 Southern Ground-hornbill x x

151 Spot-flanked Barbet x x

152 Brown-breasted Barbet x

153 d'Arnaud's Barbet x x

154 Usambiro Barbet x x x

155 Red-and-yellow Brabet x x

156 Nubian Woodpecker x

157 Cardinal Woodpecker x

158 Bearded Woodpecker x

159 Grey Woodpecker x

160 Rufous-naped Lark x x x x x x x

161 Flappet Lark x x

162 Red-capped Lark x x x

163 Fischer's Sparrow-Lark x x x x x x

164 Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark

165 Rock Martin x x

166 Plain Martin x

167 Sand Martin x

168 Red-rumped Swallow x x x x x x x

169 Mosque Swallow x

170 Rufous-chested Swallow x

171 Lesser Striped Swallow x x

172 Barn Swallow x x x x x x

173 Wire-tailed Swallow x x x x x x

174 Black Saw-wing x x

175 African Pied Wagtail x x x

176 Yellow Wagtail x x x

177 Rosy-breasted Longclaw x x x

178 Pangani Longclaw x

179 Grassland Pipit x x x

180 Plain-backed Pipit x

181 Common Bulbul x x x x x x x x

182 Grey-olive Greenbul x

183 White-browed Robin-Chat x x x x

184 Cape Robin-Chat x

185 Common Rock-Thrush x

186 Northern Anteater Chat x

187 Common (African) Stonechat x

188 Whinchat x x x

189 Capped Wheatear x x x x

190 Northern Weatear x x x

191 Isabelline Wheatear x

192 Spotted Morning-Thrush H

193 Collared Palm-Thrush x x

194 Familiar Chat x

195 Brown Parisoma x

196 Broad-tailed Warbler x

English name
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Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

1/03 2/03 3/03 4/03 5/03 6/03 7/03 8/03 9/03 10/03 11/03

197 Desert Cisticola x

198 Rattling Cisticola x x x

199 Winding Cisticola x x x x

200 Red-faced Cisticola x

201 Zitting Cisticola x

202 Tawny-flanked Prinia x

203 Yellow-breasted Apalis x x

204 White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher x

205 Southern Black Flycatcher x x x x

206 African Grey Flycatcher x

207 Pale Flycatcher x x

208 Ashy Flycatcher x

209 Spotted Flycacher x x x x

210 African Dusky Flycatcher x

211 Chin-spot Batis x x x x

212 Silverbird x x x

213 Arrow-marked Babbler x

214 African Penduline-Tit x x

215 Bronze Sunbird x

216 Green-headed Sunbird x

217 Scarlet-chested Sunbird x x x

218 Rerd-chested Sunbird x x

219 Beautiful Sunbird x

220 Variable Sunbird x x x

221 Common Fiscal x x x x x x x x x x

222 Long-tailed Fiscal x

223 Grey-backed Fiscal x x x

224 Lesser Grey Shrike x x

225 Isabelline Shrike x x

226 Red-backed Shrike x x x x

227 Magpie Shrike x x x x x x x x x

228 Tropical Boubou x x x

229 Slate-coloured Boubou x

230 Brubru x x x

231 Black-crowned Tchagra x

232 Northern White-crowned Shrike x x x x x

233 Fork-tailed Drongo x x x x x x x x

234 Pied Crow x x x x

235 Cape Rook x x x

236 White-naped Raven x

237 Yellow-billed Oxpecker x x x x x x

238 Red-billed Oxpecker x x x x x x x

239 Ashy Starling x x x

240 Red-winged Starling x

241 Ruppell’s Long-tailed Starling x x x

242 Superb Starling x x x x x x x x

243 Hildebrandt's Starling x x x x

244 Fischer's Starling x

245 Wattled Starling x x x x x x x x x

246 Rufous Starling x x x x x

247 Chestnut Sparrow x

248 Speckle-fronted Weaver x x x x x

249 Rufous Sparrow x

250 Grey-headed Sparrow x x x

251 Swahili Sparrow x x x x

252 White-browed Sparrow-Weaver x x

253 Rufous-tailed Weaver x x x

254 Grey-capped Social Weaver x x x

255 White-headed Buffalo-Weaver x x x x

256 Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver x x x

257 Black-headed Weaver x x

258 Vitelline Masked Weaver x x

259 Speke's Weaver x x

260 Baglafecht Weaver x x x x

261 Chestnut Weaver x x

262 Grosbeak Weaver x x

English name
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English name Latin name

1 Red-thorn Acacia Acaccia Lahai

2 Umbrella Thorn Acacia tortilis

3 Baobab Adansonia digitata

4 Century Plant Agave americana

5 Milkweed, Wild Cotton Asclepias fruticosa

6 Rough-leaved Shepherd's Tree Boscia angustifolia

7 Bottlebrush Tree Callistemom citrinus var. splendens

8 Apple of Sodom Calotropis procera

9 - Cammelina latifolia

10 African Caper Capparis tomentosa

11 Antbush, Negro Coffee Cassia occidentalis

12 Casuarina, River She-oak Casuarina cunninghamiana

13 - Commicarpus pentandrus

14 African myrrh Commiphora africana 

15 Sacred Garlic Pear Crateva adansonii

16 Couch Grass Cynodon dactylon

17 Thorn Apple Datura stramonium

18 Candelabra Euphorbia candelabrum

19 Sycamore Fig Ficus sycomorus

20 Powderbark Gardenia  Gardenia ternifolia

21 Fire Lily Gloriosa superba

22 - Hibiscus calyphyllus

23 Sausage Tree Kigelia africana

24 Lantana Lantana camara

25 Mango Mangifera indica

26 Tabaco plant Nicotiana tabacum 

27 Avocado Persea americana

28 Castor-oil Plant Ricinus communis

29 Candle Bush Senna didymobotrya

30 African Tulip Tree Spathodea campanulata

31 Witchweed Stiga (asiatica?)

32 Puncture Vine Tribulus terrestris 

Plants

Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

1/03 2/03 3/03 4/03 5/03 6/03 7/03 8/03 9/03 10/03 11/03

263 Taveta Golden Weaver x

264 Red-billed Quelea x x x x x

265 Red-collared Widowbird x

266 Fan-tailed Widowbird x

267 Black Bishop x x

268 Southern Red Bishop x x x x x

269 Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu x x

270 Blue-capped Cordon-blue x x x

271 Purple Grenadier x

272 Red-billed Firefinch x

273 African Firefinch x

274 Jameson's Firefinch x

275 Common Waxbill x

276 Black-faced Waxbill x

277 Cut-throat Finch x

278 Pin-tailed Whydah x x

279 Steel-blue Whydah x

280 Yellow-fronted Canary x x x

281 White-bellied Canary x x

282 Yellow-crowned Canary x

283 Yellow-rumped Seedeater x

284 Streaky Seedeater x x

English name

                    continued birds …. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


