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  Itinerary 
 

 
 
8 June, Wednesday             
 

After spending the night at different hotels in Oslo, we all met up at the gate A6 at the 
airport, everybody, except Neil, that is.  Various theories were put forward why he was absent, but 
suddenly he mysteriously appeared with a duty-free supply of beer, to the boy’s utter joy.   

Not suspecting anything out of ordinary, we boarded the plane looking forward to our 
holiday.  However, this was not to be, because as we approached Kirkenes, the pilot announced that 
the weather was bad and he was unable to land.  After circling above the airport for some time while 
waiting for weather to miraculously improve, he finally decided to divert and fly to Tromsø.  There, 
after refuelling and waiting for some time, we eventually took off, but by then the pilot decided to 
fly back to Oslo.   

At Oslo airport, we collected our luggage and, eventually, after getting vouchers for the hotel 
and meals, we boarded the shuttle.  Twenty minutes later, at about 17:00, we arrived at the hotel.  
Considering that we were up from early morning to catch the plane at 9:20, we were in the air for 
most of the day. 

Some of us couldn’t resist venturing outside the hotel to do some birding:  Magpie, 
Chaffinch, Fieldfare, Hooded Crow and Willow Warbler were first to fill in our bird-list.  

Dinner at 18:30 was fabulously good with several choices, including smoked and poached 
salmon and chocolate desert that nobody could resist!  

To shake off these extra calories, some of us went for a walk around the hotel grounds and to 
the nearby forest.  The sky was blue, the sun was still shining and it was difficult to admit that it was 
bed time! 

 
 
 

9 June, Thursday           
 

We all woke anxiously in the hope that the weather will be kinder to us today.  After a 
surprisingly good buffet breakfast at 6:30 am, we were ready to board the shuttle to the airport at 
7:10 am.  The journey to the airport felt much shorter than yesterday and soon we were checking in 
our luggage.  So far so good, and a while later, we all gathered at gate A12, all except Tim that is.  A 
good half-an-hour later, Tim joined us looking rather exhausted.  As it turned out, Tim took a wrong 
turn after the security check and entered the international zone.  There was no turning back and he 
had to leave the airport altogether, re-enter it and go through the whole security procedure again.   
What a palaver!  

Soon it was time to board the plane and without major hic-ups this time, and two hours later 
we landed in a drizzly and cold Kirkenes.  Anders waited for us at the airport and in no time at all, 
we were out and on our way to Vardø, the easternmost point of Norway.  

As we drove through mainly a flat and rather empty countryside, three White-tailed Eagles 
were seen along the coast, Herring and Greater Black-backed Gulls, Cormorant, Raven and a White 
Wagtail.  We broke our journey at Varangerbotn, where in a small restaurant owned by some 
Turkish immigrants from Sweden.  We had our lunch. The restaurant was packed and soon it was 
clear why.  The owner was a very cheerful and welcoming, and although outrageously noisy, served 
huge positions of very tasty food.  We had the most amazing “paninis” with Parma ham and 
mozzarella cheese.   

From then on, we were driving on the European Route E75 along the northern coast of the 
Varangerfjord.  It was raining heavily and with a strong, cold wind, we could not be motivated to get 
out of the car when Anders stopped in front of an extensive mash for us to look at.  We could just 
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make out some Bean Geese in the field. Further along we stopped briefly by the side of the road and 
saw our first Temminck’s Stint.  An Arctic Skua and Fieldfare flew across the road and so did six 
Whooper Swans.  At Skallelv, Greenfinches and House Sparrows were foraging on the ground by a 
feeder in somebody’s garden and Purple Sandpiper generated some excitement.  Redshank was seen 
here too.   

Further along, we stopped by the side of the road to view three male Ruffs, beautifully 
adorned in their breeding plumage, with distinctive black neck ruffs.  Later, they joined seven more 
Ruffs displaying in the grass.  Here, we also saw a Pintail, Cormorants, over 100 Arctic Terns and a 
beautiful Red-throated Pipit.   

Another stop at Kiburg beach produced good views of about 10 Golden Plovers, some 
Sanderlings and Dunlins.   

White-tailed Eagles seemed to be abundant along the coast and altogether we recorded 15 of 
them by the time we reached Vardø.  Our hotel was situated right on the harbour of the Vardøya 
island and required access through the underwater tunnel.  The Vardø Tunnel is 2890 m long and it 
is Norway’s oldest underwater tunnel.  

We had just enough time to re-fresh and then gathered downstairs for our evening meal at 
18:30. It was a superb dinner washed down well with local beer.  A quick revision of the check-list 
showed that today we recorded 43 birds, mainly seen from the car. 

 
 
 
 

 
10 June, Friday              

 
We had a civilised breakfast at 

7:30 am, and soon after, we walked to the 
harbour to get our boat to Hornøya 
island.  It is the easternmost island in 
Norway, located about a mile outside of 
Vardø in the Barents Sea and hosts 
approximately 150 000 seabirds.  The 
crossing, although a bit rough, was short 
and after 10 minutes we landed on the 
western side of the island.  A small hut right at the landing spot is excellent for seabird viewing, 
because it faces steep cliffs, where hundreds of seabirds breed.  We sat there for some time and 
watched the commotion on the cliffs. The main cliffs were dominated by Black-legged Kittiwakes, 
Common Guillemots and Atlantic Puffins (although the latter were mainly at sea at this time of the 
day), interspersed by European Shags, and Razorbills. Brünnich’s Guillemots was our main species 
of interest here, because it was a lifer for all of us.  It was not a common bird, but once we learnt 
what to look for, it was easy to spot them. 

Public access during the birds’ breeding season is limited to a 
large area under the cliffs, and a path across the island leading to the boat 
houses and onwards up to the lighthouse.  Most of us decided to follow 
that path, but we all adopted a different pace, so the group split.   

It is a lavishly green island, with Common Scurvygrass 
Cochlearia officinalis covering the area below the cliffs and all around.  
In the vegetated part of the island, Herring Gulls, Great black-backed 
Gulls and a few Common Eiders breed.  Due to the lack of tree cover 
and the overall exposure of the island, very few passerines breed on 
Hornøya, but Tim quickly found a Rock Pipit which was flying about 
and trying to feed a hungry chick.  A White Wagtail was also in close 
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proximity. In fact, all the birds were easily accessible and we made very little progress as the 
opportunities for good shots were almost everywhere.   

As we left the cliffs and headed towards the lighthouse, Red-throated Pipits came into a good 
view, Doug photographed a Goldcrest, a rather rare record for the island and Tim enjoyed his 
bathing Twite.   

 
The area around the lighthouse provides excellent opportunity for seawatching, so we had a 

good look around it.  Despite Anders efforts, however, we could not see anything new.  Rock Pipit 
and Ravens (and some Puffins below the edge of the cliff) were the only birds in close proximity 
here.   

On the way back, we met a researcher, who gave us some interesting information on seabird 
population trends on the island.  Seabird numbers on Hornøya have fluctuated greatly through the 
years, with declines in some species and increases in others. Annual counts have been made since 
1980, and the colony is now one of several key-sites on which annual monitoring of seabird 
populations and their breeding success continues, in addition to several basic seabird research 
projects that address what factors regulate the populations. Much of this activity is coordinated by 
the national SEAPOP programme.  Among some of the largest changes recorded since 1980 have 
been a 90% collapse in the Common Guillemot population in 1986/87 followed by an unprecedented 
increase to present numbers (above the pre-collapse numbers), a near doubling of the Puffin 
population and a near halving of Kittiwake numbers. The populations of the Herring Gull and Great 
Black-backed Gull have also decreased over the years, while that of the Shag has increased about 
10-fold since 1990.  

 
Approximate population size and trends of seabirds on Hornøya in 2015 

(by Rob Barrett, Tone Kristin Reiertsen og Kjell Einar Erikstad Tromsø University Museum / NINA) 
 

     
Back at the hut, we had our 

packed lunch before taking the boat 
back to Vardø harbour.   

We paid a quick visit to the hotel 
and soon after, we were on our way to 
Humningberg, a small village in the 
very north-east of the country.  
However, we made slow progress 
because Anders kept finding new 
species for us that were difficult to 
ignore.   First, we saw a Glaucous Gull 

sitting on the roof of a harbour house, then we stopped by the shore, where amongst the Kittiwakes, 
we saw an Icelandic Gull.  We then made a detour and took a side road.  Here, we spent some time 
driving slowly along the gravel road, because birds seemed to be popping up everywhere:  Redwing, 

 
Species Pairs 

Population 
trend 

Common Guillemot 15 000 Increasing 
Atlantic Puffin 7800 Decreasing 
Black-legged Kittiwake 7500 Decreasing 
European Shag  1300 Increasing 
Herring Gull  530 Decreasing 
Razorbill  500 Stable  
Brünnich’s Guillemot  500 Stable  
Great black-backed Gull 31 Decreasing 
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Fieldfare, Arctic Skua and White-tailed Eagle.  Also, two 
male Ruffs were foraging in tall grass and poking their 
heads up from time to time, Lapland Bunting was singing 
profusely in the bushes, a female Ruff foraged in the pool 
by the side of the road, Wood Sandpiper was singing first 
and then perched on a pole, as did a Common Snipe. 
Andreas was particularly excited by the Citrine Wagtail, 
which was eventually tracked down, but for the majority 
of us, seven Waxwings flying about were the highlight 
here.    

We had a quick look across the road at a small harbour, where we came across a Golden 
Plover, Redwing, Red-throated Pipit, White-tailed Eagle and a Mountain Hare crossed our path.  Out 
at sea, we saw Red-breasted Merganser, Red-throated Diver and, most importantly, a King Eider.  
The latter was difficult to see amongst the Eiders, but the majority of us eventually had a good view.  
Anders decided to show the King Eider to some of us at close range, so we walked along a track 
where three Red-necked Phalaropes were spotted in a pool.  Since this was a lifer for Tim, some of 
us stayed behind and photographed these gorgeous little birds.  A Spotted Flycatcher was also noted 
here.  

As we re-entered the main road, we made another quick stop by a lake.  Here, two Long-
tailed Ducks and a pair of Red-throated Diver were swimming and Doug, along with Neil, decided to 
photograph the latter.  On the ground, two Dunlins, a Ruff and Ringed Plover were present.  

Soon, we entered a bare and barren landscape where the vegetation was sparse and layers of 
rock, moraine and old shorelines form interesting geological features.  We had another brief stop by 
the side of the road, where Anders’s friends were looking for a Ring Ouzel.   

We finally reached the Hamningberg.   

 
Here, we had a walk around the village and saw several species: Red-throated Pipit, 

Redwing, Northern Wheatear, Fieldfare, Meadow Pipit, White Wagtail and White-tailed Eagle.  Out 
at sea, Gannets, Black Guillemots and Goosanders were seen.  Although, the sun eventually came 
out, the wind was strong and we decided to turn back.  Just outside the village, we stopped by a 
river, where we observed two Bluethroats, which were responding well to Anders luring. 

On the way back, a Ring Ouzel suddenly flew across the road, but despite a thorough scan of 
the nearby cliffs, we were unable to see it.  A Common Snipe posed on a pole a while later too. 

Just before Vadsø, we stopped by a beach where a flock of Bar-tailed Godwits were seen, as 
well as three Ringed Plovers and three Dunlins.  Out at sea, Mergansers were floating in the water.  
In the far distance, a Shorelark appeared by the side of the road, but not all of us were fortunate to 
see it well.  

We arrived at the hotel at 19:30 and had an hour before our late dinner at 20:30.   We had a 
late dinner at the request of the staff of the hotel tonight, because there were two other parties 

Around 1900, Hamningberg was one of the largest fishing villages in Finnmark and home 
to approximately 250 people. They primarily sold the fish they caught to the Pomors – the 
Russian traders who travelled to the region from Kvitsjøen every summer to buy fish and sell 
grain and timber. Many of the notched-join timber houses in the village were prefabricated in 
Russia and re-assembled in Hamningberg, as evidenced by the technique used. Today, around 65 
buildings – warehouses, boathouses, the fishing station farm, the store and the church – form a 
traditional Finnmark environment.  

What is special about Hamningberg is that this little village was not destroyed in the 
razing of Finnmark in 1944–45. The German troops in the area heard rumours that the Russian 
forces were fast approaching, and fled before they had time to destroy the village. It is said that 
they ran and left food cooking on the stoves. As a result, this is one of the few places in Finnmark 
where you can still encounter old-fashioned houses and traditional coastal culture. 
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booked for the evening.  However, we were not impressed when an hour later, our dinner was still 
not served.  After a few words of complaint, we were approached by the staff of the hotel and 
offered free drinks for the group, to our delight.  Our belated dinner was quickly forgotten! But, this 
was not the end of the eventful evening.  One of the ladies in the neighboring party took a liking to 
Neil and so the conversation between them was flowing, to our amusement.  An invitation to a local 
pub though was dismissed!  And, on this joyful note, we finished off our first full birding day in 
Norway. 

 
 
 
 

 
11 June, Saturday            
 

After breakfast at 7 am, we were ready to leave by 7:45 on dot.   
Our journey took us first along the main road, where 

several stops were made.  At a lake by the side of the road, 
we encountered four Red-necked Phalaropes and three 
Teals.  Further along, a Bluethroat (or two) held a territory 
and we stopped for a while to photograph it.  A light phase, 
noisy Arctic Skua was circling around us probably trying to 
defend its nest.  As we drove 
further, three White-tailed 
Eagles were roosting on the 
shore and a herd of Reindeer 
browsed next to the road.   

Soon we left the main road and took an uneven gravel road.  
The drive become rather bumpy, but more species came to a view, 
including Golden Plover, Ringed Plover, Whooper Swan and 
Magpie.  A Shoveler, Teal and Tufted Duck were seen on one of the 
lakes that we passed by. 

Eventually, we arrived at a lake at the boundary of the 
Varanger National Park at Komagdalen.  On arrival, a Red-necked 
Phalarope was seen hastily seeking refuge in the sedges, a Whooper 
Swan set tightly on its nest and a couple of male Ruffs were poking 
their heads above the vegetation on the edge of the lake.    Some of us 
took a walk along the water’s edge, while others were happy to 
inspect the tundra habitat in the vicinity of the minibus.  Altogether, 
we saw at least five Lapland Buntings, five Bluethroats, at least two 
Red-breasted Pipits, a Reed Bunting, Willow Warbler, few Redwings 
and Fieldfares.  An Arctic Redpoll flew above us and a Willow 
Grouse was calling in the distance. Anders also heard Jack Snipes, 
but none of us were close by to share this record.  Lunch time was 

approaching fast and soon we all gathered together 
again for our picnic. 

 
On the way back, Doug, Neil, John and 

myself decided to walk along the gravel road, 
where apart from observing distraction behaviour 
by a Ringed Plover, not much was seen.  We all 
met up again at another lake.  Arctic Redpolls were 
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present here and although very vocal, they proved to be difficult to photograph.   
 
Our next stop was Kvalnes beach.  We undertook a 

walk along the beach, where a number of birds were seen, 
including a flock of Dunlins, Bar-tailed Godwits, a few 
Turnstones, Ringed Plovers, Sanderlings, a Ruff, Whimbrel 
and, out at sea, a Black-throated Diver.  Neil also saw a Long-
tailed Skua and Tim was absolutely besotted by the Red-
necked Phalaropes which swam close to the shore.  Tim later 
voted this close encounter with the phalarope his most 
memorable moment of the trip.  However, the weather was 

deteriorating and with the rain intensifying, we decided to return to the car and head back to Vardø.   

Just before the turn off to town, we drove up a hill in search of the Shorelark.  Unexpectedly, 
we came across a Dotterel, which is quite a find in this part of tundra.  The bird flew off, but 
Andreas was determined to locate it again.  We searched for a little while but to no avail.  While 
waiting for Andreas, we tracked down a Ringed Plover which secretly went back to incubate its 
eggs.  The view from the top of the hill over Vardø, adjoining islands and the Barents Sea was 
fabulous.  As we turned back and joined the main road, a Golden Plover and, a short while later, a 
herd of Reindeers, posed for us. We had a brief stop to view the Icelandic Gull again, but this time it 
was absent from the beach where we saw it last.  Instead, we went to a pier, which was a good 
vantage point for the open sea.  The biggest attraction was three Red-throated Divers floating in the 
distance.  We also had a brief view of a displaying Temminck’s Stint and one was also seen on the 
top of a dilapidated building.   

It was a long day and, with the cold breezy air, we were all keen to call it a day and return to 
the hotel.  After all, it was the second day of the UEFA Euro 2016 and two important matches were 
taking place tonight: Wales was playing with Slovakia at 18:00 and, as we learned later that evening, 
Wales won 2-1.  At 21:00, though, England was playing with Russia, so after yet another 
scrumptious dinner at 19:30, some of us were keen to watch the match on the big TV screen in the 
hall, which continued late into the night.  

 
Today, we closed our bird list at 58. 

 
 
 
 
 
12 June, Sunday  
             

We had breakfast at 7:00 am, but Tim managed to get out beforehand and photographed a 
Glaucous Gull at the harbour.  Much of the discussion at breakfast table was taken up by the 
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violence which erupted between Russian and English fans in Marseille after the match, which was an 
equalizer 1-1.   

We were changing our location today and driving to Pasvik, so after loading our luggage in 
the minibus, we left at 8:00 am.  However, before we headed westwards, we visited a quarry first, 
the breeding site of a Snow Bunting.  En route to the quarry, five Pintails were seen and, a while 
later, a Red-necked Phalarope and five Red-breasted Mergansers in a distant pond.    

The quarry was quite accessible and within minutes we allocated two pairs of Snow 
Buntings, which were flying in and out of their nests, presumably feeding the chicks.  Ravens also 
had a nest here and a pair of Arctic Skuas were displaying in the air above the quarry. 

On the way back to the main road, we stopped to view a Willow Warbler, where we also saw 
a Wood Sandpiper and Neil spotted a Brambling. 

 The main road E75 provides good birding opportunities because tundra habitat stretches on 
both sides of the road, and the road runs close to the shore in places where some birds choose to 
breed, which makes birdwatching easy from the cover of the car. So, we manage to locate a few Bar-
tailed Godwits on the shore.  We also stopped at Skallelv beach and looked at a small exposed 
mudflat by the bridge.  Here, we counted as many as 12 Temminck’s Stints, four Dunlins, Two 
Redshanks, a Ringed Plover and an Arctic Brown Butterfly was chased by Doug and Neil. 

Our next stop was Ekkerøy.  As the ending "øy" in the name indicates, the place was 
originally an island.  Now it is joined to the mainland by a narrow isthmus of land.  Our main 

purpose of this visit was Ekkerøy Nature 
Reserve, which hosts a Black-legged Kittiwake 
colony.  Approximately 16,000 pairs of 
Kittiwakes breed on the south-oriented cliff that 
rises 40–50 meters from the Varangerfjord and 
stretches for ca. 1 km.  We undertook a walk to 
the colony along the coast and were able to see 
other species such as Black Guillemots, Arctic 
Terns, Greater Black-backed Gulls, Herring 
Gulls and Goosanders. 

 While having a coffee break back at the 
minibus, Neil and Tim tried to sort out the origin 

of a mysterious torpedo laying in the grasses…Really?   
From here, it was not far to Vadsøya island, where 

we “anchored” by the Vadsø Fjordhotell.  We took a walk to 
the shore, where a colony of Arctic Terns was well 
established.  Willow Warbler, House Sparrow, Black 
Guillemot, Eider, Tufted Duck, Shelduck, European 
Oystercatcher and Mallard were also present here.  The 
highlight though was a congregation of 9-10 Red-necked 
Phalaropes on a single lake.  Redshanks were alarming 
profusely here too. 
 

We also stopped at Nesseby Nature Reserve, which 
protects a wide tidal mudflat and the islet Lokhølmen.  It 
was impossible not to notice a church which dominated the 
landscape.  It was built in 1858 and is one of few churches 
in Finnmark that was not burnt when the Germans retreated 
in the autumn of 1944. The mudbanks here support an 
important population of waders, but to see them required a 
walk to the bay out of our view.  However, it was a very 
cold and windy afternoon, so after having our packed lunch 

and coffee, we decided to carry on and drive further.   
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We practically retraced our journey that we made just a few days ago.  En route, we had only 
one stop to look at a Rough-legged Buzzard soaring high in the sky.  Here, Arctic Poppies caused 
some confusion, but added colour to this rather barren landscape. 

The southern coast of the Varangerfjiord, with blue sky and bright light, looked very 
picturesque.  This was such a contrast to the rainy and dull day just a few days ago.  We visited a 
petrol station in Kirkenes and stopped briefly by a lake, where Goldeneye and Tufted Ducks were 
present, as well as our first Little Gulls. 

As we drove south of Kirkenes, the landscape changed and tundra was replaced by forest.  It 
was rather a long journey, so we were pleased to finally reach our accommodation at Bioforsk 
(NIBIO) Svanhovd conference center, which is part of the Øvre Pasvik National Park Centre.  It was 
not a proper hotel, but the centre had adequate facilities, an excellent exhibition, a very good library 
(to Gordon and Dougs’s utter joy), busy bird feeders and, as we soon discovered, the food although 
simple was tasty and prepared according to Norwegian traditional recipes. 

On arrival, some of us could not resist a look around, so went outside to take advantage of 
the location.  Others were happy to unwind and get ready for dinner.  

 
A quick revision of our bird check-list at dinner showed that we recorded 57 bird today. 
 

 
  
 
 
13 June, Monday  
 
 We woke up to a sunny day with blue sky, so inevitably 
some of us got up before breakfast for some photography.  Bar-
tailed Godwits, Fieldfare and Redwings were seen on the 
grassland, whereas the feeders attracted Greenfinches, House 
Sparrows, Bullfinches, Bramblings and three Red Squirrels.  
Mosquitoes through were pretty vicious and ended prematurely 
the photo session for some of us.  
 The shops were opened not until mid-morning today, so 
being able to get milk for our coffee and apples for lunch from the 
kitchen staff was a great bonus and brought a smile to some of 
our faces. 
 The plan was to explore the Pasvik Valley and its forest 
this morning, which is one of the largest remaining areas of 
pristine forests in Norway. The local pine forest is the 
westernmost offshoot of the Siberian taiga, and both flora and 
fauna include several eastern species which rarely occur 
elsewhere in Norway. Many of the trees are several hundred years 
old.  In addition, Norway’s largest bear population lives here.   

The Pasvik Valley stretches about 100 km southwards in 
the municipality, and forms a wedge between Russia to the east 
and Finland to the west. We headed 40 km south on a tar road to 
reach one of the best stands of the forest.  En route, we stopped at 
a private bird feeding “station”, and although we expected to find 
some birds here, seeing a Pine Grosbeak in its beautiful deep rose-pink plumage was spectacular.  It 
was oblivious to our presence and allowed almost a full frame pictures! For the majority of us, this 
was the birding highlight of the trip!  Gordon reminded us here of the “deadly” odour of formic acid 
from ant nests and Neil was fascinated by the Red Squirrel which performed some acrobatic 
movements on the electric wires.  

Day 6 
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The road south was rather empty and monotonous, with 
a Rough-legged Buzzard being mobbed by a Fieldfare the only 
attraction seen from the car.  However, as we stopped at several 
lakes, we picked up a Goldeneye, Tufted Duck, Whooper Swans 
and came face to face with Reindeers on the road.  We also had 
a sudden stop, where about 50 Golden Plovers were present in a 
field, as well as a Ringed Plover and a Cuckoo unexpectedly 
settled on a wire.   

As we proceeded further, a Redstart crossed the road and 
a Brambling came in to view.  
 When we eventually arrived to our destination, we took 
a walk along the forest truck.  The first excitement was 
generated by Siberian Jays, with a few individuals flittering 
about and causing a great deal of frustration amongst the 
photographers.  Further along, Little Bunting was seen well, as 
well as a Common Redpoll and Redwing.  A Brambling was 
calling profusely, but failed to show up.   
   
Back at the minibus we had a 
most needed coffee break 
before resuming our journey 

back.  We made a brief stop to see a Yellow Wagtail by the side 
of the road, and Meadow Pipit and Whinchat were seen as well.  
 Our next stop was by the edge of the forest, where we had 
our picnic lunch.  Here, Siberian Tits were particularly active, but 
they were high up in the trees and difficult to photograph. 
 The weather suddenly deteriorated and as we drove 
through heavy rain, we flushed a female Black Grouse from the 
side of the road.  According to Anders, all grouse become active 
after the rain close to the road, and so we drove along a forest track in the hope of seeing other 
species of grouse.  The rain, however, was persistent, and after a while, we turned back.   
 We had another walk though into the forest, where the vegetation seemed to take more of our 
attention than the birds.  However, Brambling, Little Bunting and Willow Warbler were all heard 
here.  As we continued driving, we made a few stops by road-side lakes, where the presence of a 
Common Crane, a pair of Goldeneye, Black-necked Diver, Goosander and a Bar-tailed Godwit were 
noted.  Another Rough-legged Buzzard crossed our path and a Shot-eared Owl was spotted.  
 We eventually reached the Skrøytnes area, which lies outside the Pasvik nature reserve and 
comprises huge area of marshes, mires and lakes.  We took a short walk on a narrow wooden board-
walk to reach the observation tower.   From the tower, a view stretched over the parts of Svanvannet 
and Lille Skogøy (also called Mennikaholmen).  Here, we scanned the area several times and 
altogether recorded 39 Whooper Swans and smaller numbers of Tufted Ducks, Red-breasted 
Mergansers, Wigeons, five Shovelers and a few Teals.  There were also Herring Gulls, Little Gulls, a 
Wood Sandpiper appeared briefly on the edge of the lake and Spotted Redshanks were also seen 
flying by.  Much excitement though was generated by the Smews; there were at least three males and 
two females seen in the distance and later a male and female flew by much closer.  Just as we were 
about to leave the tower, an Elk was spotted by Anders browsing in tall vegetation and almost out of 
sight. 
 We made another brief stop at the other side of Svanvannet, but apart from a Ruff, Little 
Gulls and a few Teals taking off, we did not see much and so decided to call it a day.  As we 
returned to the car, a Woodcock flew above us.  En route to the hotel, we stopped briefly at a 
supermarket to get some extra goodies for the journey tomorrow.   
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 Dinner at 19:00 followed. During our dinner very few of us expressed interest in going out 
after the meal.  But, eventually, a few of us were persuaded and soon after dinner we were on our 
way again.  We did not drive far, when Anders stopped and pointed out  the woodland by the side of 
the road.  This was a breeding site of a Hawk Owl and Anders led us to a youngster which sat almost 
unobstructed on a brunch.  Some of us managed to get a shot of it, but before the rest of us got ready, 
the bird flew off.  
 We visited another site, where a Long-eared Owl was recorded in the past by Anders, but 
there was no sign of it today.   Instead, a scan of the waters in front of us produced a flock of 15 
Smews, a Red-throated Diver, a few Tufted Ducks, Teals and Wigeons.  The border with Russia was 
so close that it was difficult to know where the border with two countries was.   

Another stop by an extensive marsh followed and we walked alongside it while listening 
carefully.  This was a breeding site of a Jack Snipe and all of us were keen to hear their characteristic 
galloping horse sound when making its aerial display during courtship. Unfortunately, this was an 
unsuccessful attempt.  

We set off again and did not drive far, where another Hawk Owl was spotted on the wire 
(picture of the bird below by Tim).  Some of us went first through the field, with the others soon 
following, and we all got decent pictures of this magnificent bird, which posed for us willingly.  A 
Red-throated Diver flew past us.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was a magnificent end to a day and indeed to the whole trip.  Tired but satisfied we 

returned to the hotel for a most deserved rest. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
14 June, Tuesday 
  
 We had our breakfast at 7:00 am, made sandwiches for lunch, packed our luggage and took 
off on our short journey to Kirkenes airport.   

En route, we saw yet another Red-
necked Phalarope and Rough-legged 
Buzzard.  Neil was particularly keen to see 
an Arctic Warbler which is quite a late 
arrival here, so we made an effort and visited 
two sites, where birds previously held their 
territories. A short walk along a forested 
track generated good views of the Arctic 
Redpoll, but not the warbler. 

Day 7 
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English name Latin name Status

Bilberry Vaccinium myrtyllis abundant

Cloudberry Rubus chamaemorus  (wet peaty areas) locally abundant

Cowberry Vaccinium vitis‐idaea abundant

Creeping Azalea Loiseleuriaprocumbens frequent

Crowberry Empetrum nigrum var. hermophroditum dominant

Diapensia Diapensia lapponica rare

Dwarf Cornel Cornus suecica frequent

Dwarf Birch Betula nana abundant

Fir Clubmoss Huperzia selago  rare

Interrupted Clubmoss Lycopodium annotinum rare

Net‐leaved Willow Salix reticulata rare

  We arrived at the airport with an ample time to sort out our boarding cards.  It was time to 
say good-bye to Anders and indeed, to our eventful, yet slightly shortened trip to Northern Norway. 

 
Thank you all for keeping the spirits high and coping well with all the adversities! 

 
 
 

Plants of the tundra  
 by 

Doug 
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Birds recorded on the trip (120) 
 

08/06 09/06 10/06 11/06 12/06 13/06 14/06
Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

1 Red-throated Diver x x
2 Black-throated Diver x x
3 Northern Gannet x
4 Shag x
5 Cormorant x x x x
6 Whooper Swan x x x x
7 Bean Goose x x
8 Greylag Goose x x
9 Barnacle Goose x

10 Common Shelduck x
11 Mallard x x x
12 Wigeon x x x
13 Teal x x x x
14 Pintail x x x
15 Tufted Duck x x x x
16 Eider x x x

17 King Eider x x
18 Goldeneye x x
19 Long-tailed Duck x x x
20 Smew x
21 Red-breasted Merganser x x x x
22 Goosander x x x x x
23 White-tailed Eagle 17 x x x x
24 Rough-legged Buzzard x x x
25 Kestrel x
26 Willow Grouse x
27 Black Grouse x

28 Common Crane x
29 Oystercatcher x x x x x
30 Dotterel x
31 Sanderling x x
32 Ringed Plover  x x x x x
33 Golden Plover x x x 50+
34 Lapwing  x
35 Turnstone x
36 Dunlin x x x x
37 Temminck’s Stint x x x x
38 Purple Sandpiper x x
39 Ruff   x x x x x
40 Whimbrel x
41 Bar-tailed Godwit  x x x x
42 Redshank  x x x x
43 Spotted Redshank x
44 Greenshank x
45 Wood Sandpiper x x x
46 Common Snipe x x
47 Woodcock x x
48 Red-necked Phalarope x x x x
49 Arctic Skua x x x x
50 Great Skua x
51 Long-tailed Skua x
52 Common Gull x x x x x
53 Herring Gull x x x x x
54 Black-headed Gull  x x x
55 Little Gull x x
56 Great Black-backed Gull x x x x x
57 Glaucous Gull x x
58 Iceland Gull x
59 Black-legged Kittiwake x x x x
60 Common Tern  x x

Species name 
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Continued… 
 

08/06 09/06 10/06 11/06 12/06 13/06 14/06
Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

61 Arctic Tern x x x x x
62 Razorbill x x x
63 Guillemot x x x
64 Brünnich's Guillemot x
65 Puffin x
66 Black Guillemot x x x
67 Wood Pigeon x
68 Collard Dove  
69 Rock Dove x
70 Cuckoo  x
71 Short-eared Owl  x
72 Hawk Owl x x
73 Great Grey Owl x
74 Shorelark x x
75 Sand Martin   x
76 Swallow x x x x x x
77 Rock Pipit x
78 Red-throated Pipit x x x x
79 Meadow Pipit  x x x x
80 Pied Wagtail x x x x x x
81 Yellow Wagtail  x
82 Citrine Wagtail x
83 Waxwing x x
84 Bluethroat   x x
85 Whinchat x
86 Redstart x
87 Northern Wheatear  x x x
88 Ring Ouzel x
89 Fieldfare x x x x x x
90 Redwing x x x x
91 Song Thrush  x
92 Sedge Warbler  x
93 Willow Warbler  x x x x x
94 Chiffchaff   x
95 Goldcrest   x
96 Spotted Flycatcher x
97 Pied Flycatcher  x
98 Siberian Tit x
99 Willow Tit  x

100 Great Tit x
101 Starling   x x
102 Siberian Jay x
103 Magpie  x x x x x x
104 Hooded Crow x x x x x x
105 Raven x x x x x
106 Tree Sparrow   x
107 House Sparrow x x x x
108 Chaffinch   x x x
109 Brambling H x x
110 Redpoll x
111 Arctic Redpoll x x x
112 Twite x x x
113 Greenfinch x x
114 Bullfinch  x x
115 Pine Grosbeak x
116 Little Bunting x
117 Yellowhammer x x
118 Reed Bunting x x x
119 Snow Bunting x
120 Lapland Bunting H x x

Species name 

 


