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Itinerary 

 

23 May, Saturday    

We all met up at Warsaw Chopin airport and after having been taken care of by Bogdan, who skilfully 
loaded our luggage into his minibus, we drove off.   With a new motorway in place, we left Warsaw swiftly 
and entered the countryside, with trees in full leaf (at home leaves were still not out) and rolling agricultural 
fields. We had a lunch break at a nice roadside Karczma, where we stimulated our palates with split pea soup, 
accompanied by ham and cheese sandwiches, followed by pierogi filled with either beef or sauerkraut and 
mushroom.   

As we headed east, green forests became more evident and small villages and towns with their shrines and 
prominent churches interspersed them from time to time.  En route, we managed to record 19 species of birds,  
all rather common in Polish countryside.      

Just before we entered the Białowieża Forest, we stopped at Hajnówka to stock up on drinks for the trip 
and the famous chocolate plums (śliwki w czekoladzie!).  Disappointingly though, the latter was in short 
supply, to Brian’s big disappointment.   

We arrived at a comfortable guest house conveniently situated on the outskirts of the Białowieża National 
Park and walking distance from the Palace Park, in late afternoon.   

Shortly, after distributing ourselves to rooms, Brian dropped a bombshell on us announcing that the 
luggage he brought with him from Warsaw airport actually belonged to somebody else!   As he admitted 
earlier, he was “zombified” by a “crack-of-dawn” wake up call and not quite switched on when arriving at 
Warsaw.  A lot of phone calls were made which eventually established that his bag was already at the airport 
waiting for the collection, but we had to collect it ourselves and only after the bag in our possession, was 
returned.  The owner of “our” bag was a very pleasant and apologetic for the mistake he made in the first 
place, but the problem with delivering and swapping the bags remained unresolved and soon it was time to 
attend our evening dinner. 

The newly built dining area was fabulous and we enjoyed our three course meal particularly, that it was 
washed down with Krupnik, a traditional honey and vodka based liqueur, and chocolate Advocat, which 
immediately became a hit.    

I left the group “prematurely” to concentrate on resolving the delivery of Brian’s bag.  When I returned an 
hour later to the dining room, the group was gone and with amazement I realised that Brian, Colin and Philip 
joined (willingly, as they admitted later) a Polish party next door celebrating couple’s 40th wedding 
anniversary.  With music and vodka in abundance, the trio had a great time getting all the attention from the 
Poles.  Being dragged into it myself, I quickly established that the group was from Warsaw and they were 
more than happy to take “our” bag with them to Warsaw the next morning.  Hooray! 

 
Merry and content, we parted late that night and the prospect of getting up at 5:20 am for an early 

morning birding seemed a bit daunting!   
 
 

 
 
24 May, Sunday        

 
To my utter surprise, the group was all dressed up and ready at 5:20 am on dot.  However, despite a 

favourable weather forecast the previous night, the rain was pouring from the sky and we called our visit to 
the Strict Nature Reserve off.  I have never seen so many faces light up with joy (or relief) at once before!  

Breakfast at 8:00 am sounded more civilised and since the weather had not improved, we decided to visit 
the headquarters of the Białowieża National Park.  While the group was entertained by the museum of the 
park, I returned to the lodge to resolve the delivery of Brian’s bag.  Things were progressing fast, because his 
bag was arranged to be delivered by a driver on a scheduled bus running from Warsaw directly to Bialowieża 
tonight.  Considering that it was a bank holiday and an election day in Poland, I was surprised how quickly 
we found a positive solution for this unfortunate incident.     

Day 2 
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I met the group on the top of the viewing tower of the headquarters, where we enjoyed a view over the 

surrounded village and Białowieża Forest.  We then took a walk through the Palace Park, which was created 
towards the end of the 19th century around the tsarist palace located on a hill bearing the name Palace Hill.  
The sun came out and we managed to record our first Tree Sparrow, Spotted Flycatcher, Mallard, Song 
Thrush, Black Redstart, Blackcap, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Garden Warbler, amongst other more common 
birds.  Once we reached the fish ponds, a calling Thrush Nightingale, Great Reed Warbler and Scarlet 
Rosefinch attracted our attention.  The latter stole the show once it appeared on the top of a shrub and gave a 
prolonged view.  

On the outskirts of the Palace Park, stalls with local goods were on display and a few of us were tempted 
to purchase some local souvenirs.  Brian in particular mingled well with the locals… 

By the time we reached our lodge it was time for lunch.  We gathered at 12:30 at a restaurant within a 
walking distance from the lodge, where we enjoyed a venison Carpaccio and green salad enriched by a 
fabulously tasty curd cheese and seeds.  A traditional layered cake and tea/coffee finished off our meal 
nicely.  

The weather had improved greatly by now and at 13:45 we met up again to visit the Strict Nature 
Reserve, which forms the most untouched part of the Białowieża National Park.   Bogdan dropped us off at 

the edge of the buffer zone of the reserve and by the time we 
reached the gate to the reserve and met up with Arek, our guide 
for the next three days, we had already under our belt Red-
backed Shrike, Eurasian Jay, Common Buzzard, Lesser Spotted 
Eagle (fabulously showing off in the blue sky), Song Thrush 
with nest material, Starling and a calling Corncrake and Golden 
Oriole.   

The colossal wooden gate, built in 1930, forms the entrance 
to the reserve and as soon as we entered the reserve our walk 
progressed slowly.  Right at the beginning, we were 
overwhelmed by the activity of birds, including Spotted and 
Collared Flycatchers, Nuthatch and Middle-spotted and White-
backed Woodpeckers.  The latter landed on the ground in the 
middle of our path and started to forage, totally oblivious to our 
presence.  It was most unusual to see this species in full glory on 
the ground, so Dorothy later voted this encounter the most 
memorable event of the trip.   

The Strict Reserve is a botanical wonderland and several 
plant species attracted our attention, including Spurge Laurel 
Daphne laureola, May Lily Maianthemum bifolium and Ground 
Ivy Glechoma hederacea. The Wild Garlic Galium ursinum, 
though had passed its best, its dense stands still dominated the 
forest in places.   

Brian and Dorothy decided to go back to the minibus, but the 
rest of us continued the walk through the reserve.  As we walked 
on a designated path through this magnificent forest, we passed 

by the trees of gigantic sizes left to disintegrate at their own pace.  It proved to be difficult to see the birds in 
the dense canopies, but we managed to record several species including Red-breasted Flycatcher, Great Tit, 
Wood Warbler (calling), Tawny Owl (calling) and Eurasian Jay.  We stopped for a while to watch a Great-
spotted Woodpecker delivering food to the nest and then a Collared Flycatcher visiting its nest too.   

By the time we met up with Dorothy and Brian, they seemed to spend a joyful time in the company of a 
calling Wryneck, Tawny Owl and Corncrake.    

We reached our lodge in time for a little rest before we took off again for our evening bonfire at 19:00.  
The weather was perfect for an outdoor feast and indeed we had a successful evening.  We were treated first 
to vegetable soup, Wild Boar lard on bread, side dishes of gherkins and red paprika and absolutely essential 
shots of vodka and mulled wine.   In the middle of our feast, Bogdan brought good news that Brian’s bag had 
safely arrived to Białowieża and so there was a good reason for a double shot of vodka!   

The mist rose in an adjacent field and with the bats emerging in the fading light, it was time to start the 
bonefire.  Soon, we all gathered around the fire to roast our own sausages.  The fire seemed to be going on for 
ever, so some of us had a second round of roasted sausages, not mentioning several top ups of mulled wine.   
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 It was a memorable evening and some of us ended up buying some local produce from our host on the 
way out.    

 
And so, a day with not so welcoming morning came to quite a successful and “sizzling” end…  
 

 
 
 
 
25 May, Monday     

We had breakfast at a leisurely 7:00 am and by 8:00 am we left to pick up Arek for a whole day of 
birding.  Our first stop was just outside Białowieża village, where we undertook a walk through the forest to a 
known Three-toed Woodpecker nest. 

En route, we had a few additional attractions, including a good view of a Wood Warbler singing in dense 
canopy.  Philip later voted this sighting his most memorable event of the trip.  It was also here that Clive 
spotted a Song Thrush sitting on its nest.  A Blackbird and a 
Blackcap were also recorded along some new plants, including 
Germander’s Speedwell Veronica chamaedrys, Wild 
Strawberry Fragaria vesca, Stone Bramble Rubus saxatilis and 
Yellow Archangel Lamiastrum geleobdolon.  

The nest of the Three-toed Woodpecker was off the path in 
the forest, so we positioned ourselves well to get a good view 
of the adults flying to the nest and we waited and waited and 
waited… Other birds kept us entertained, including a Wren, 
Pied Flycatcher, Great Tit, Blackcap and a Great Spotted 
Woodpecker was making quite loud noises.  Finally, we saw 
the head of a female Three-toed Woodpecker poking out of the 
nest and checking to see what the commotion was about.  
Satisfied we left, not wanting to disturb the birds too much. 

On the way back, we spotted a suspicious looking sign, 
which, as Arek informed us, indicated the border with Bielarus, a short distance away.  It was the closest we 
got to Bielarus, so a picture in front of the sign was compulsory. 

Our next stop was the territory of a Barred Warbler and although some of us saw the bird well whilst 
flying about, it refused to show off its fabulous display flight it is so famous for.  Here, some of us had a 
glimpse of a River Warbler, which was giving us a prolong concert, a Red-backed Shrike posed on a tree, a 
Grey Heron flew above and a Wryneck was heard in the distance.  Encouraged by the calling Wryneck, we 
visited another site where a bird was heard, but despite luring, it remained illusive.   

However, Arek had something else up his sleeve and took us to a nest box where seeing a Wryneck was 
guaranteed.  And indeed, we did not have to wait long before a Wryneck posed for us beautifully on a wire.  
In addition, we also got a good view of a male Marsh Harrier flying above the meadows in full sun. 

We progressed further and arrived at a Grey-headed Woodpecker breeding side, full of flowering Water 
Violet Hottonia palustris.  Arek again positioned us well in front of the tree where the bird was known to 
forage, but despite our patience, it never turned up.  On the way back, however, we saw something 
extraordinary; a male and female Brimstone performing the most amazing courtship display -  following and 
dancing in the air and then settling on a leaf and getting ready for copulation, only to take off and repeating 
the process over and over again. Magic! 

Day 3
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Our lunch took us to a viewing tower, which provided both shelter from the strong wind that picked up 

and a view over the surrounding marshes. As we were scoffing Polish poppy-seed cake, watchful Clive 
spotted a Hawfinch in a nearby tree.  Not only that, there was also a nest, which it eventually settled into.  We 
were ecstatic, because one rarely gets such a good view of this rather illusive bird.  For Colin and Clive, not 
surprisingly, it was the best bird of the trip.   

We visited a pond teeming with green frogs (Rana lessone or R. esculenta) and serenading profusely.  
Some of the males were particularly aggressive and ready to undertake a fight to defend their territories.  In 
the nearby reeds and shrubs, a Scarlet Rosefinch, Great Reed Warbler and Garden Warbler were singing, and 
House and Sand Martins were flying across.  

Our last aim for today was to see a Red-breasted Flycatcher, so Arek took us to the forest, where they 
held their territories.  Despite Arek’s persistence, and although we eventually got a glimpse of the bird, it 
never crystallised into a satisfying view.  However, in the process, we recorded other birds, including Tree 

Creeper, Wood Warbler, Great-spotted Woodpecker and a 
fantastic view of a male Three-toed Woodpecker.      

 
On the way back to the lodge, we checked potential 

sites where Bisons were likely to forage.  And indeed, to 
our utter disbelief and joy, we saw two males grazing in a 
field not far from where we had our bonfire yesterday.  
What was astonishing was that the Bisons were chased and 
barked at by three little dogs.  Either our presence or the 
barking dogs soon made them give up their feast and they 
both walked into the forest and out of sight.  Here, we also 
saw a male Red-backed Shrike and two Whinchats. 

We arrived at the lodge in time for a little rest and then 
dinner followed. Today, we had a tomato soup to start with, Vienna schnitzel as the main course and home 
made sponge cake to finish off.   

However, there was no time to reminiscence on a day, because at 19:15 we departed in search of a Pigmy 
Owl.  Despite Arek’s perseverance, owls did not appear at our first stop, so we undertook a walk deeper into 
the forest.  Here, Arek left us in the company of a calling Cuckoo and Song Thrush, while trying to lure an 
owl some distance away.  Soon, though, he called us to view the bird through the telescope.  Then 
unexpectedly, an owl flew past us and sat on a branch less than 5 metres from us.  We had enough time to 
look at it in details and, in fact, this was the best view of the Pygmy Owl any of us had ever seen.  Later Brian 
voted it its best bird of the trip.  We closed the day with two sightings of Woodcocks while waiting for the 
minibus.  

We were back at the lodge at 21:30, ready for our beds. Some of us that is, because Dorothy, Philip and 
Colin were in a celebrating mood and gathered in the front of the lodge with a bottle of red wine.  Their joy 
did not last long though because soon the heavens opened and torrential rain, accompanied by spectacular 
lightings, descended from the sky.  A memorable evening indeed! 

 
 
 
 

 
26 May, Tuesday        

 
A warm but cloudy morning welcomed us today and so after a leisurely breakfast at 7:00 am, and full of 

hope for a dry day, we headed north to the Siemianówka wetland.  
We stopped en route at the forest where Beaver activities were pretty obvious and, in fact created quite a 

unique atmosphere with all the dead trees poking through the flooded land.  It was here that a Green 
Sandpiper was found on the top of a dead tree, a Golden Oriole sang from the top of another, a Jay and 
Mallard flew across and a Black Woodpecker and Pygmy Owl called in the distance.  Not surprisingly, for 
Colin and Clive, this was the most memorable moment of the trip. 

As we drove through the small villages and cultivated fields, a Brown Hare appeared briefly before we 
came across a village with the longest registered name in Poland: Siemieniakowszczyzna. 

Day 4 
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Finally, we reached the southern side of the reservoir, where we spent some time looking over the 
wetland from a viewing tower.  Here, our bird list was enriched with waterbirds including Crested Grebe, 
Greylag Goose, Great White Heron, Grey Heron, Purple Heron, Mute Swan, Mallard, Coot and Gadwall.  
Black and White-winged Black Terns were flying about for a comparison and Black-headed Gulls were 
present in good numbers too.  Lapwing, Redshank and Snipe represented the waders well and a Marsh Harrier 
and White-tailed Eagle caused some commotion amongst the birds when they flew above the wetland.  In the 
nearby bushes, two Thrush Nightingales were singing their hearts out, and so were a Garden Warbler and a 
Whitethroat.  Cuckoo calls echoed across the marshes and two European Jays were seen flying across. 

 
A walk along the marsh generated good views of other birds, including a 

Whinchat, Reed Bunting, Blue-headed Wagtail (Motacilla flava flava) and 
Sedge Warbler.  A Lesser Spotted Eagle was mobbed by three Marsh Harriers. 
In addition, the butterflies were dazzling in the sun and included Small Heath, 
Wood White, Black-veined White, Orange Tip and Meadow Brown.  Another 
birdwaching group followed our footsteps, so it was soon time to leave.  A 
diversion on the road took us through some empty tracks where a Buzzard was 
spotted in a field.  

 
Our next stop was on the northern side of the reservoir, where we also had 

our picnic lunch.  It was a good vantage point looking over the wetland and we had good views of a Red Fox 
foraging in the grass, a White-tailed Eagle being mobbed by three Marsh Harriers and a Willow Warbler and 
European Hoopoe were calling close by.   

Our walk to find a Citrine Wagtail was unsuccessful, but instead 
we had good views of a drumming Snipe, Reed Bunting, 
Whitethroat, Whinchat, Yellowhammer and over 200 Great White 
Egrets foraging in the distance.  We could also hear European Bee-
eaters calling above us, but they remained illusive. 

We drove further to another side of the reservoir to get a closer 
view of the open water.  In the distance, there were about 170 
Cormorants roosting on a sandy bank and a perching White-tailed 
Eagle gave a better view here as well.  As we looked at a Reed 
Bunting singing heartily in the reeds, a Citrine Wagtail landed in the 

bushes in front of us and posed in the full frame of the telescope.    
Our last stop was by a railway track where another birding 

group seemed to be getting some attention from a border patrol, 
so we distanced ourselves from them.  As we stopped by some 
reedbeds, a Bittern flew across and then a Bearded Tit showed 
well to our utter surprise.  This species used to be a rarity in 
Poland but in the past 20 years it has been expanding eastwards 
and even Arek saw this species for the first time here.  

We crossed the railway bridge and scanned an extensive 
reedbed on the other side of the track, where we spotted seven 
Common Cranes, some Mute Swans, a male Garganey, a pair of 
Marsh Harrier and a distant Elk.  A Water Rail was heard calling 
and a Great Reed Warbler was singing as well. 

It started to drizzle, so we decided to leave, but on the way 
out, we made a brief stop to view a potential nest of a Penduline 
Tit.  We did not find the nest, but we could hear a bird calling.  
In fact, the wetland was buzzing with calls from a Bittern, Savi’s 
Warbler, Reed Bunting, Sedge Warbler and untiring Great Reed 
Warblers.  A male Marsh Harrier and Red-backed Shrike 
appeared briefly as well.   

Driving along the edge of the forest, we stopped to view an 
unusual bark formation on a spruce and a Red Squirrel posed for 
us beautifully by the side of the road.   

We arrived at the lodge at 17:30, just in time to have some 
rest, before gathering again at 19:00 for the evening meal.  Tonight, we had a dill soup, a chicken fillet in 
batter, followed by a chocolate cake, all washed down with the last drops of vodka and red wine!   
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27 May, Wednesday    
    

We woke up to a cold morning and an overcast sky, and even a hearty breakfast at 7:00 am did not lighten 
our spirits.  After packing our bags, we headed for our next destination, the Biebrza Marshes.   

As we left Bialowieza, it started to rain and we decided that retail therapy was absolutely necessary on 
such a damp day.  So, a brief stop at a supermarket in Hajnówka followed, where “we rubbed shoulders with 
locals”, as Brian rightly pointed out.  

Despite the heavy rain, we ventured into the Dojlidy fish ponds on the outskirts of the district town of 
Białystok.  It was too cold and wet to have a walk, so we decided to drive on the narrow track between the 
ponds and scan for birds from the comfort of our car.  The ponds host a big colony of Black-headed Gulls and 
a car provided a good vantage point overlooking the colony.  We also found a Coot, a few Great Crested 
Grebes, a pair of Marsh Harriers and, at last, six Red-necked Grebes.  The latter made us all get out of the car 
for a better view via the telescope.  It was though too cold and miserable to continue, so we left the ponds and 
sought refuge in a local bar.  Indulging in fabulous curd cheese pancakes and hot tea/coffee was a pleasure for 
our palate and soul!   

We had to cancel the punts (pychówki) ride on the Narew river at the Narwiański National Park, because 
it was chucking down with rain.  Instead, we decided to visit the information and a visitor centre of the park.  
Sadly, the centre was closed and all we could do was to have a look at the network of boardwalks extending 
into the marshes.  The bad weather though cut the visit short and soon we were on our way to the hotel for 
some warmth and comfort. 

En route we stopped at a Bee-eater colony, but even bee-eaters had enough today and hid in their cosy 
burrows.  Other birds were noted though, including Marsh Harrier, Common Buzzard, Yellowhammer, 
Skylark, White Wagtail, Sand Martin and even a Brown Hare put on the show.   

We arrived at Bartek Hotel, situated on the edge of the Biebrza marshes in an early afternoon and after an 
hour’s rest we decided to have a walk around the hotel 
grounds for our first introduction to this special site.  We 
underestimated how windy and cold it was and although 
we saw quite a few birds, nothing new was added to our 
list, and so after reaching the hotel restaurant, we popped 
in to inspect the venue for tonight.  It was the newly 
built restaurant, filled with opulent deco and artifacts.   

We gathered here again at 19:00 for our evening 
meal.  We were treated tonight to vegetable soup, 
chicken fillet in a scrummy mushroom sauce and 
szarlotka, a traditional Polish apple cake.  A shot of 
Soplica cherry flavoured vodka counteracted a pretty 
miserable day weather-wise.   

 
After a quick review of the check-list, which showed, despite the weather, a record of 49 birds today, we 

parted to our beds in the hope of a better day tomorrow.   
 
 
 

 
28 May, Thursday 
  

Finally, the sun was shining this morning, so we were full of 
optimism for the busy schedule of the day.   We departed with our 
guide Kasia after our breakfast at 7:00 am.   

A 40-minute drive took us to Mścichy, where we intended to 
have a walk to a viewing-tower overlooking the Biebrza river and 
floodplain.  At the start, we made slow progress because the area 
was teeming with birds: Whinchat, Reed Buntings and Sedge 

Day 5

Day 6
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Warblers seemed to be singing on every available shrub, a Lesser Spotted Eagle soared above us in the blue 
sky, a Red-backed Shrike perched on a pole and about 20 Common Cranes flew in the distance calling 
profusely.  But, the stars of the show were four Black-tailed Godwits.  In their gorgeous breeding plumage, 
they chased and called each other continuously, providing us with a fascinating show.     

It was a pleasant walk with extensive meadows and marshland on both sides of the path, where birds kept 
us entertained throughout.  By the side of the road, pools were filled with yellow flowers of Great 
Yellowcress Rorippa amphibian and Water Violet Hottonia palustris.  A Savi’s Warbler added to the 
extensive choir in the marshes.  As we reached the viewing-tower, 
we had a good view of Whiskered Terns scooping insects from the 
water surface.  A colony of White-winged Terns could also be 
seen, but in the far distance.  A Grey Heron and Great White Egret 
were foraging closeby and Barn Swallows were breeding in the 
hide.  The area is always good for Black Storks and, indeed, after a 
while, we found two soaring high in the sky.  We could hear a 
Golden Oriole calling and soon the bird came into full view, to 
Philip’s utter joy, in particular!  

As we were leaving the marshes, we had a brief but very 
rewarding encounter with a Lesser-spotted Woodpecker, which 
happened to be foraging on one of the trees that we passed by in 
our minibus.   

We reached the hotel in time for lunch.  At 13:00, we had a 
three-course meal, because our evening activities made it impossible to have dinner later on.  We enjoyed 

cucumber soup, pork medallions with garlic sauce and ice-
cream.  It was an enjoyable meal, but we had no time to spare 
and at 14:30 we renewed our activities.   

Our first stop was a boardwalk through the marshes, by the 
WWII bunkers in Osowiec.  Here, attractions other than birds, 
included a Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara and some 
damselflies, including a Banded Damoiselle Calopteryx 
splendens.  In the surrounding trees and bushes, a Marsh 
Warbler, Reed Bunting, Scarlet Rosefinch, Thrush Nightingale, 
Chiffchaff and Chaffinch put in a performance for us.  

However, once again the show was stolen by one 
particular bird, a Bluethroat.  It was an attraction in itself to see 
it, because the Bluethroat must be classed as one of the most 
attractive birds in Europe, but this individual reached the 
epitome in its courtship display: it was singing vigorously, flying 
high in the air, parachuting down and settling on the top of the 
shrubs, only to repeat the sequence again.  No wonder then that 
Dorothy and myself, chose the displaying Bluethroat as our best 
bird of the trip.   Further along, Kasia showed us a Penduline 
Tit’s nest.  The male was flying in and out of the nest, giving us 
a great show.  

An Ortolan, with its unusually beautiful song, is another 
attractive bird to see in Poland, but it underwent a dramatic 
decrease in recent years and finding it can be a challenge.  Kasia 
though took us to a place, where one of these birds held its 
territory.  And indeed, soon we were looking at a singing male 
on a wire.  It was though a considerable distance from us, so the 
telescope proved to be essential to get a satisfying view of the 
bird.  Kasia knew of an European Hoopoe nest closeby too, so 
we paid a quick visit, but the birds had already fledged and 
although the call of an adult echoed across the meadows, the 
birds remained illusive.  Instead, another pair of Red-backed 
Shrikes posed nicely for us.  

The next stop was at, the so called, “King of the Biebrza”.  
He owner was not in but his astonishing number of dogs greeted 
us with overwhelming joy and excitement.  Ignoring the barking 
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dogs, we anchored ourselves at a distance from a European Hoopoe nest and waited patiently for the adults to 
visit the nest.  It took a while to see the wary birds, but eventually, we had good views of the adults coming 
with their mouthfuls of food.   

A quick visit to a pond at the back of a local hotel produced, apart from common birds, a Common Tee 
Frog.  Apparently, there were about 20 of them resting during the day on the edge of the pond, but it was late 
afternoon and they were getting ready to spend the night in the water, so we were actually lucky to see the last 
one still out in the open.   

Our quick visit to a White-winged Black Tern colony followed.  Here, by the side of the road, we also 
consumed our much forgotten lunch.  While satisfying our hunger, we watched over the marshes, where a 
Cuckoo and two Cranes flew past us by, a Snipe was drumming in the air, Redshanks flew in the distance and 
a Roe Deer was browsing in the grasses.  But, our eyes were fixed mainly on the White-winged Black Terns, 
which were flying about in search of food and showing well the pattern under the wings, which distinguish 
them from Black Terns.   

  We arrived at Długa Ląka and the famous “Aquatic Warbler” boardwalk in time for some of the best 
wildlife displays on the marshes before the sunset.  As soon as we stepped on the boardwalk, calls of Aquatic 

Warblers were heard from all directions, 
followed by silent breaks, when Sedge 
Warblers, Grasshopper Warblers and Savis’ 
Warblers were filling in.  The platform at 
the end of the boardwalk offers the best 
view of Aquatic Warblers, and indeed, we 
had one individual at the closest range we 
have ever seen.  The Aquatic Warbler is one 
of the most threated species in Europe and 
Poland is a stronghold for them.  Therefore, 
it was great to be able to view them in this 
perfect setting, along with a pair of 

Montagu’s Harrier, a female Marsh Harrier and, finally, a Short-eared Owl, flying about.  All these on the 
background of an amazing sun set!  What a great end to the day! 

Once back in Goniądz, we paid a quick visit to the breeding site of a Barn Owl.  We were a bit too early 
and had to wait for the street lights to light up before the owl left its nest.  However, its departure was so swift 
that only some of us managed to record the moment.   

We reached the hotel just after 22:00.   We were too tired to do the inventory of our check list and 
quickly parted to our rooms. 

 
 

 
 
29 May, Friday 
 

The sun shone on us again this morning and the day looked very promising.  After our routine breakfast at 
7:00 am, we left to explore the western side of the southern basin of the Biebrza Marshes.  We had a good 
start in the hotel grounds where a Linnet, Spotted Flycatcher, Goldfinch, Lesser Whitethroat and Mistle 
Thrush were recorded. 

  As we drove along a cobbled road, with cultivated fields on both sides of the road, a Buzzard was 
spotted on a wire and then a Common Crane foraging in the distance, soon followed by another two.  A while 
later, we were looking at about 40 Common Cranes, most possibly non-breeding youngsters, which gradually 
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disappeared behind raised ground. 
 
Our first stop was a viewing-tower at Brzostowo.  It was rather breezy, but this did not affect the activity 

of the birds and we were partially enchanted by about 40 Black-tailed Godwits in their russet breeding 
plumage, flying about, displaying above the marshes and calling profusely.  Other waders in our immediate 
vicinity included Redshanks (30), Lapwings (20) and Ruffs (20).  Four species of terns were present:  
Whiskered, White-winged Black Tern, Black Terns and a Common Tern.  Much excitement though was 
generated by three Little Terns which put on a show for us as well.   About 20 Mute Swans were swimming 
about, at least two Great White Egrets and Grey Herons flew past us and two Cranes foraged in the distance.  
Dorothy spotted possibly a fox, but it was too quick and too far to confirm identification.  Two Black Storks 
were seen briefly in the distance, a Buzzard was mobbed by a handful of waders and a Lesser Spotted Eagle 
flew in the distance. A Golden Oriole and Lesser Whitethroat were singing in nearby bushes.  The wetland 
was buzzing with activities, but soon it was time to move on and we undertook a short walk through the 
village to get another view of the wetland from a different angle.  In the middle of our walk, we came across 
the most impressive and unusual looking insect, the likes of which we have never seen before, except Brian 
that is. It was a Mole Cricket Gryllotalpa gryllotalpa (the scientific name derives from the Latin 'gryllus' 
meaning cricket and 'talpa', meaning mole, and refers to its similarity to a mole in both looks and 
subterranean habits).     

 
At the end of the village, a Thrush Nightingale was singing its heart out in nearby bushes, but despite our 

serious attempts, it proved to be illusive.  Barn Swallows were collecting mud for their new nests, Black-
tailed Godwits, Redshanks and Lapwings were active in the rushes and grasses on the other side of the river 
bank, but since nothing new caught our eye, we left for the next watching-tower at Burzyn. 

At Burzyn, a great view stretched over the marshes and gave us a true feel for the vastness of the area.  
While having tea/coffee and Polish traditional pączki  (donuts), we were absorbed by a number of commoner 
birds, but real excitement was generated by an Elk browsing in tall grasses.  Lunch time was approaching fast, 
so we left for Wizna. 

 
At Wizna, we had a relaxing two and a half hour boat ride along the Biebrza river.  It was a lovely calm 

afternoon and the luxury ride, under a canopy, provided also facilities for our lunch.  While consuming our 
lunch, washed down by Rose wine and tea/coffee provided by our skipper, Zenek, we moved along the river 
picking up the birds that came to our view.  Two chicks of White Wagtail had just fledged and adults were 
busy attending them.  We took the boat closer to the bank of the river to have a better view of them, when 
suddenly a Kingfisher, with a fish in its beak, appeared virtually in front of us. 

Our boat took us then in the opposite direction where a few 
small colonies of Sand Martins have established recently.  A 
“lost” Goldeneye played hide-and-seek with us as the boat 
moved along the river.   

Next, we re-visited a colony of Bee-eaters in the hope that 
the sunny day will bring them out of their nest holes.  Indeed, as 
we arrived, 11 of them were perching on the wires allowing 
good views.  Another birdwatching group was also present here, 
so after recording a Buzzard, Wheatear and a few Skylarks, we 
pressed on.   

Our next stop was the European White Stork Village at 
Pentowo.  Here, White Storks come to breed year after year 

since 2000. Last year, 31 pairs of White Stork bred on this 
single farm.  This year’s statistics were not available yet, but 
the recent data indicate a steady increase in their numbers.  
First, we visited a viewing-tower on the edge of the farm, 
behind the manor house.  There was a commotion amongst the  
Common Cranes and their calls could be heard in the distance, 
but we did not manage to see them.  A scan over the 
surrounding marshes produced a Red-backed Shrike, a pair of 
Marsh Harrier, and a calling Golden Oriole.  Nearby bushes 
hosted a Lesser Whitethroat, Garden Warbler and a 
Treecreeper.  A calling corncrake seemed to be close, but we 
“searched“ for it to no avail.   A viewing-tower in the middle 
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of the farm was a good vantage point for the majority of the White Stork nests on the farm.  We also 
encountered three Pied Wagtail chicks begging for food, which looked rather cute.  The Pied Wagtail here is 
much lighter than our’s at home and represents a subspecies Motacilla alba alba, whereas in Great Britain, it 
is a M.a. yarrellii.   

 
We arrived at a restaurant half an hour later and were greeted with a shot of nalewka, the restaurant’s 

brewed honey/vodka based liqueur.   And then our feast began:  we had a type of bullion soup with noodles, 
followed by a fish in vegetable bouquet (Colin had a turkey).  Their traditional Wild Boar lard/pate was also 
served, with gerkins and napiwek (a home-made beer, with plenty of yeast, but no alcohol).   Before we 
consumed desert, we followed a suggestion by the waiter and undertook a walk to visit the Bison enclosure. 
The attraction was a 10-day old baby Bison.  On the walk, we also heard a Grey-headed Woodpecker and a 
calling Golden Oriole accompanied us throughout.  We returned to the restaurant to finish off our dinner with 
a mouth-watering cheesecake.  

 
Next, we drove for half-an-hour back to Wizna for our evening boat ride to view Beavers.  The evening 

was calm and our hopes high.  We were drifting along the river bank in search for these illusive animals and 
we did not have to wait long for our first encounter, and soon another followed.   Altogether, we saw at least 
10 different Beavers.  Some of them were oblivious to our presence and continued browsing on the bank 
despite our close presence.  Others swam alongside the boat almost in touching distance from us.  The 
experience of seeing the Beavers in full glory and being able to get a full view of their bodies, was 
exhilarating and for me, definitely the best wildlife encounter of the tour.  

 
We reached the hotel late at night, too tired to do our check list.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
30 May, Saturday       

 
The last day in Poland saw us with a breakfast at 7:00 am.  Bogdan though managed to pack our luggage 

in the minibus beforehand, so at 7:30 am were able to take off for the Warsaw airport.  The journey took us 
mainly through quiet countryside, where apart from a Common Buzzard and a few common birds, nothing 
else drew our attention.  The new double carriage road was being built and we were held up twice, which 
delayed us a bit, but we arrived to Warsaw airport only a few minutes behind schedule.   

 
Our 8-day tour to Poland has come to an end and it was time to say good-bye to our wonderful driver 

Bogdan.  I rushed with a group inside the airport building to assist in finding the right check-in point and here 
we parted our ways.    

    
Thank you all for introducing a relaxed pace to our tour 

and for making this trip so pleasant and joyfull… 
 
 

A record was broken by Philip for the highest number of “lifers” 
 ever recorded on a single Scotnature tour – 52 altogether!   

Day 8
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23/05 24/05 25/05 26/05 27/05 28/05 29/05
Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

1 Great Crested Grebe x x
2 Red-necked Grebe x
3 Cormorant x
4 Bittern  x H H
5 Great White Egret x x x x
6 Grey Heron  x x x x x
7 Black Stork x x
8 White Stork  x x x x x x x
9 Mute Swan  x x x x

10 Greylag Goose x
11 Mallard x x x x x x x
12 Gadwall x
13 Garganey x
14 Goldeneye x
15 Marsh Harrier x x x x x
16 Montagu’s Harrier x x
17 Common Buzzard  x x x x x x
18 White-tailed Eagle x x
19 Lesser Spotted Eagle x x x
20 Hobby  x
21 Corncrake H H H
22 Water Rail   H
23 Coot   x x x x
24 Common Crane   x H x x
25 Lapwing  x x x x x
26 Curlew  x
27 Black-tailed Godwit  x x
28 Redshank  x x x
29 Greenshank H
30 Green Sandpiper   x
31 Woodcock   x x
32 Snipe x x x
33 Black-headed Gull  x x x x x
34 Common Tern  x x x x x
35 Little Tern  x
36 Black Tern   x x x x
37 White-winged Black Tern  x x x
38 Whiskered Tern   x x x
39 Wood Pigeon x H x x x x
40 Feral Pigeon/Rock Dove  x x x x x
41 Collared Dove  x x x x
42 Turtle Dove H H x x x x
43 Pygmy Owl x H
44 Short-eared Owl  x
45 Tawny Owl x
46 Barn Owl x
47 Swift  x x x x x x x
48 Kingfisher x
49 Hoopoe H x x
50 Bee-eater H x
51 Wryneck H x
52 Black Woodpecker   H
53 Grey-headed Woodpecker  H
54 Middle Spotted Woodpecker x
55 Great Spotted Woodpecker x x H x
56 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  x
57 White-backed Woodpecker   x
58 Three-toed Woodpecker x
59 Skylark x x x x x
60 Woodlark   x
61 Sand Martin   x x x x x
62 House Martin x x x x x x

Species name 

 
Birds recorded on the trip (129) 
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23/05 24/05 25/05 26/05 27/05 28/05 29/05
Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

63 Swallow x x x x x x
64 Pied Wagtail x x x x x x
65 Yellow Wagtail  x x
66 Citrine Wagtail  x
67 Wren   x H
68 Robin  x x x
69 Thrush Nightingale H x x H H
70 Bluethroat   x
71 Whinchat x x x x
72 Black Redstart  x
73 Wheatear  x
74 Blackbird  x x x x x x x
75 Fieldfare x x x x x x x
76 Redwing 
77 Song Thrush  x x x H
78 Mistle Thrush   x x
79 Grasshopper Warbler H
80 Savi’s Warbler H x H
81 River Warbler  H
82 Reed Warbler  H
83 Marsh Warbler H H
84 Great Reed Warbler x H x x x H
85 Sedge Warbler  x x x x
86 Aquatic Warbler x
87 Icterine Warbler x
88 Garden Warbler  x x H x x
89 Lesser Whitethroat x
90 Whitethroat x x
91 Blackcap  x x H x x
92 Barred Warbler  x
93 Wood Warbler x
94 Willow Warbler  x x H
95 Chiffchaff   x x H x x x
96 Spotted Flycatcher x x x
97 Pied Flycatcher  x H
98 Red-breasted Flycatcher  x x
99 Collared Flycatcher x

100 Bearded Tit x
101 Penduline Tit H x
102 Marsh Tit  H
103 Blue Tit  x
104 Great Tit x x x x x
105 Coal Tit x
106 Nuthatch  x
107 Treecreeper  x x
108 Red-backed Shrike x x x x x x
109 Jay   x x x x x
110 Magpie  x x x x x x
111 Rook  x
112 Hooded Crow x x x
113 Jackdaw x x x x x
114 Raven H x x x x
115 Golden Oriole   H H x H x x
116 Starling   x x x x x x x
117 Tree Sparrow   x x x x
118 House Sparrow x x x x x x x
119 Chaffinch   x x x x x x
120 Linnet   x x x
121 Greenfinch H x x x x x
122 Goldfinch  x x x x
123 Hawfinch x x x
124 Scarlet Rosefinch  x H v H x H
125 Corn Bunting H
126 Yellowhammer x x x x x x
127 Ortolan x
128 Reed Bunting x x x x

Species name 

Continued… 
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Wildlife recorded on the trip 

 

Mammals, amphibians and reptiles 

 

1 Elk Alces alces
2 Red Deer Cervus elaphus
3 Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus
4 Tarpan Equus sp
5 European Bison Bison bonasus
6 Beaver Castor fiber
7 Red Fox Vuples vulpes
8 Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus
9 Brown Hare Lepus capensis

10 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris

1 Fire-bellied Toad Bombina bombina
2 Common Tree Frog Hyla arborea
3 Moor Frog Rana arvalis
4 Marsh Frog Rana ridibunda
5 Common Frog Rana temporaria
6 Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara  

 
 

Butterflies and dragonflies 
 

1 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae
2 Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines
3 Black-veined White Aporia crataegi
4 Map Araschnia levana
5 Small Pearl Bordered Fritilary Boloria selene
6 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus
7 Clouded Yellow Colias croceus
8 Brimstone Gonopteryx rhamni
9 Peacock Inachis io

10 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina
11 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera
12 Wood White Leptidea sinapis
13 Large White Pieris brassicae
14 Green-veined White Pieris napi
15 Small White Pieris rapae
16 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus
17 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta
18 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui

1 Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens 
2 Scarse Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura pumilio
3 Variable Damselfly Coenagrion pulchellum    

 
 
 
 

 
      


