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Altogether, we recorded 148 species of birds and four species of mammals, and identified 15 
species of amphibians and reptiles, 97 species of insects, including 54 butterflies and 14 dragonflies, one 
spider and four molluscs.  Gordon made a list of 217 species of plants.   

 
 
Bird of the trip: 
 

Annie: Grey-headed Woodpecker 
Brian: Eleonora’s Falcon 
Rosemary: Black-headed Bunting 
Celia:  Bee-eater 
Mary: Imperial Eagle 
Gordon: Dalmatian Pelican 
Martin: Eastern Orphin Warbler 
Bozena: Kentish Plover 
 

 
Itinerary 
 

 

Wednesday, 31 May     

The plane was two hours delayed due to some unwelcome passanger onboard in Amsterdam, but this, as it later 
turned out, was only a minor incovenience.  On arrival to Thessaloniki, we found out that Mary’s and Gordon’s 
suitcases were missing.  After filling up the forms and dealing with contradicting information on the wherebaouts 
of the luggage, we decided that it would be best if the luggage was delivered to our accommodation in Greece in 
three days time.  Unfortunately, Gordon realised that his crucial medication that he takes twice a day, is in his 
delayed luggage.  To rescure the situation, we had to find the local hospital and a doctor who could prescribe the 
medication.  It took a while to find the hospital and after a few phonecalls, we prompty saw a doctor.  Prescribing 
medication was not a problem but finding a chemist which was open in the late afternoon and stored this medication, 
proved to be a challenge.  Coincidently, the same doctor was leaving for home and offered to lead us to a chemist. 
He definitely went out of his way because it took a bit of driving and wandering through the narrow streets of the 
city, before he eventually found the right chemist.  We realised that without his help, it would have been very 
difficult for us to manage on our own.  This was our first encounter with kindness and friendliness from the poeple 
of the Balkans, something we were hugely impressed with throughout the tour. 

Finally, we left Thessaloniki and undertook a two-hour journey to Macedonia.  Crossing the border between 
the two countries was painless, but we took no risk 
in listing all our elecronic equipment with value 
above Euro 200 to avoid any problems on the way 
back.   

 
We arrived at our fabulous hotel/winery in late 

afternoon, with great views over the surrounding 
hills and wineyards.  After refreshing ourselves, we 
gathered at the restaurant where a fabulous meal with 
unforgetable tender beef was awaiting us.  It was a 
great end to a rather eventful and tiring day.  
 
 

 

Day 1 
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Thursday, 1 June     
 

We woke up to a beautifully sunny morning and started the day with a leisurely breakfast at 8:00 am.   An 
hour later, we were on our way to explore the Babuna river.  En route we saw our first Long-legged Buzzard.   

A walk along a remote track, with the Babuna river below us, produced some good views of Marsh Harrier, 
Rollers, Bee-eaters, Goldfinchers, Hoopoe, Golden Oriole and the only sighting on this tripof a Lesser Grey 
Shrike.  A Subalpine Warbler played hide-and-seek with us, but eventually we tracked it down.  Peregrine Falcon, 
Kestrel and Montagu Harrier also flew by and a colourful Kingfisher showed off well, wizzing along the river 
bank. 

We were amazed by the abundance of butterflies.  Martin was in his element, rushing around waving his 
insect net and producing an amazing array of butterflies.  Noteable species included Hungarian, Essex and Small 
Skippers, Common Blue, Small White, Small Heath, Blue-spot Hairstreak, Balkan Marble White, Eastern Wood 
White, Zephyr Blue, Little Tyger Blue and Southern Small White.  Small Pincetail and Common Claptail 
dragonflies, Beautiful Demoiselle as well as the most beautiful Spurge Hawk-moth caterpillar were also recorded 

.    
Our walk ended on the river bank where, apart from two fisherman, we also found an abundance of Beautiful 

and Banded Demoiselles and Martin showed us Knapweed Fritillary, Chapman’s Blue and Sooty Kasper 
butterflies.  The heat was becoming unbearable and while some of us chose to wallk back, others were picked up 
by Martin. 

Our next stop was by a water tank for cattle, where the abundance of manure attracted a number of buterflies, 
including Cardinal, Alcon Blue, Southern White Admiral, Iolas Blue, Green Hairstreak and Little Blue.  A 
Nightingale was singing profusely in nearby bushes, and a Black-headed Bunting and Wood-chat Shrike were 
also present.  Some refreshements helped us to withstand the heat, but soon it was time to return to the hotel for 
lunch. 

At 1:00 pm, we had some scrumptious lunch.  A guided tour of the wine estate followed, with a visit to the 
fermentation cellar and the white tower, which gave the name to the estate itself.  We learned that this winery 
started to operate in 2005 and, today, produces 22 different types of wine and the famous Rakia.  

On finishing the tour, we gathered back at the restaurant for 
some wine tasting.  A young member of staff was charming and 
tried his hardest to entertain us by describing various aspects of 
the wines before pouring them for us.  We started with Zilavka, 
a white wine, with the aroma of fresh grass, which can easily 
accompany fish and chicken dishes. Stanushina Rose was 
served next, with the aroma of spring flowers and raspberry, 
followed by a red wine Nocupec, which was infused with the 
aroma of sherry and dry figs. Our wine tasting was 
accompanied by a nice selection of cheese, ham and salami, 
which we paired with different wines.  While completely 
indulging in wine tasting, we did not drop our guard, and soon a 
Booted Eagle and Long-legged Buzzard were spotted flying 
high in the sky.  We could easily get used to this is the kind of 
birding! 

Day 2 
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Traditional Macedonian red wine Vranec was our fourth wine, flavoured with a raspberry and sherry bouquet.  
It was agreed that this wine would go well with red meat, and even chocolate cake.   

We finished off with Muscat Oftonel, a dessert wine, with a flower and orange peel aroma. 
 
To our surprise, it was served with a 

fabulously scrumptous traditional Macedonian 
dessert, Ravanija.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At 5:50 pm, we were ready to undertake 

another trip to the countryside.  Our first stop 
was the towering cliffs of the Demir Kapija 
Gorge by the Vardar river, where Brian was 

the first one to spot a Blue Rock Thrush.  We searched in vain for the bird, and in the process we saw an Eastern 
Olivaceous Warbler, Cirl Bunting, Crag Martin and a Booted Eagle being mobbed by two Kestrels.  Eventually, 
three Blue Rock Thrushes showed well on the edge of the cliff.   

We drove further up the hill, picking up a 
Marginated Tortoise and a Jay.  On reaching the top, 
our attention was drawn to an abandoned monestry, 
guarded by two men taking care of a restorative work.  
After Martin‘s enquiry, we were let in to view the 
most amazing murals and enchanting interior.  The 
monestry dates back to 1820, but we were suprised by 
the quality of paintings surviving over 200 years. 
There used to be a thriving community in the area, but 
today, only the monestry survived in its untouched 
state, and the ruins of the former houses were the only 
indication of some human activities in the past.  

The reason why we came here was to view 
breeding Griffon Vultures.  Eleven pairs breed in 
Macedonia today, but there was no sign of them 
tonight.  We had a short walk up the hill, where 
stands of Prickly Pear Opuntia ficus-indica attracted our attention and a Cirl Bunting was singing its heart out in 
the nearby bushes. 

On the way to the lodge, we made a brief stop to view a smart looking Madonna Lily Lilium candidum, native 
to the Balkans and the Middle East.   

We arrived at the hotel in plenty of time for some rest before our evening dinner at 7:00 pm.  The mid-day 
wine had still not quite evaporated from our system, so most of us abstained from the very tempting wine.  
Stormy clouds were hanging around us throughout the entire day, and eventually, thunder and lightening arrived 
in the evening.  They lit up the sky in a spectacular fasion and caused the electricity to go down.  Just as well it 
happened at the end of our evening, but it nevertheless forced an early retirement, and so we departed to our 
rooms.    

 

How to make Ravanija.   
Ingredients 

For the dough: 
 5 eggs 
 10 tablespoons sugar 
 10 tablespoons semolina 
 5 tablespoons flour 
 1 baking powder 

For the sherbet (syrup): 
 800 g sugar 
 400ml water 
 1 vanilla sugar 

Mix eggs and sugar well (preferably in mixer). Add semolina, flour 
and baking powder. Some coconut powder could be added too. Mix 
until the mixture is even.  Bake in the oven and leave to cool. 
To make the syrup, put sugar, water and vanilla sugar to a boil in a 
pot. When the syrup is ready, pour on previously cooled dough. Put 
some coconut powder on top to decorate. 
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Friday, 2 June       
 

We had a very early start to the day, but 5:00 am did not feel that bad, when the sun was just about to rise in 
the spectacularly blue sky!   Green and Syrian Woodpeckers were our first encounters today, before we arrived to 
Kavadarci to pick up our guide for the day, Emil.  Together, we drove to a height of 800 m to undertake a walk to 
the vultures‘ restaurant, which Emil had provisioned the night before.  While having quick refreshments by the side 

of the road, we saw a Golden Oriole, Whitethroat, Woodchat Shrike, Red-
backed Shrike and a Kestrel.  The heavy rain the previous night made our 
walk rather streneuous, and we ended up either sliding on the muddy 
surface or wading in puddles of water.  The vegetation was still wet, so 
by the time we reached the viewing point, we were all in quite a state.   

We arrived just in time because the last three Griffon Vultures were 
only present for a short while, before taking off and disappearing in the 
distance.  Emil explained that 20-30 Griffon and Egyptian Vultures could 
be present when fresh food is laid out for them, but it seemed that the 
previous night pigs had scoffed the food faster than predicted.  
Apparently, the area holds a healthy population of Wolves as well, and 
Emil had the privilage to encounter some of them from time to time.  We 
waited for a while in hope of seeing something unusal, while admiring 

the beautiful landscape. Cuckoo, Whitethroat and Great Tit were avian encounters here, while Knapweed Fritillary, 
Spotted Fritillary, Wall Brown and Reverdin’s Blue were the most evident butterflies.   

On the way back, Corn Bunting, Whitethroat were seen and Barred Warbler gave us a lovely performance while 
flying between the trees in its spectacular fashion.  Martin caught a rather unusual neuropteran owlfly Ascalaphus 
macaronius in his net. 

 
While re-uniting with Gordon and Celia, who seemed to enjoy their joint encounters with nature, we spotted 

some butterflies, including Queen of Spain, Twin-spot Fritillary and Niobe.  A Griffon Vulture appeared from 
nowhere and flew in front of us, to Celia’s utter delight. 

As we drove to our next destination, we saw from the minibus a Red-backed Shrike, Bee-eater, Turtle Dove, 
Woodchat Shrike and a Common Buzzard.  However, as a spectacular view emerged in front of us, we made a brief 
stop by the side of the road.  Here, a quick scan generated good views of singing Black-headed Bunting and Corn 
Bunting, two Woodchat Shrikes, Song Thrush, two Bee-eaters posing for us on a wire, White Wagtail and a Lesser-

spotted Eagle being mobbed by a Common Buzzard.  
A Balkan Wall Lizard apppeared briefly amongst the 
short vegetation.  

Our next stop was at a village, where from the 
side of the road, we were able to view the nest site of 
an Egyptian Vulture.  The nest was obscured by 
vegetation and we were geared up for a long wait to 
see the adult.   

However, we could not believe our luck, when 
suddenly, an adult appeared carrying some food for 
the chicks.  We saw it landing behind the shrubs and 
then, it took our breath away, when it soared high in 
the sky in full view.  What a perfect timing!   

Ascalaphusis a daytime predator, inhabiting warm, dry and uncultivated meadows from Slovenia 
to Caucasus. It is unique in its spectral sensitivity of its dorsofrontal eye that ranges only over 
the ultra-violet part of the solar spectrum.  It lives as an adult imago only for approximately two 
months in the summer, and even so, it actively hunts only under unobscured skies!  How lucky 
we were to see it! 

Day 3 
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A short stroll in the village produced a Red-rumped Swallow, Redstart and Spotted Flycatcher, before we 
descended to a stream down below the road.  En route, in a dense stand on Mullain, an Eastern Festoon showed up 
briefly.  

By the stream, a male Golden Oriole was glimpsed through the green foliage, Chaffinch and Blackcap sang 
profusely in the bushes and a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker appeared briefly in dense trees.  The highlight though 
was the butterflies, which kept coming and dazzling in the sun:  Yellow-banded Skipper, Eros Blue, Amanda’s Blue 
and Reverdin’s Blue, to name just a few.  Beautiful Demoiselle and Balkan Goldenring were also present by the 
stream.  On the way back, a Honey Buzzard caught our attention.  

Lunch was approaching fast and so we pressed on, stopping briefly to view an Egyptian Vulture which posed 
on an electric post, while Common Buzzard soared in the sky.   

Our lunch was a very pleasant affair at Valandovo.  We enjoyed cold beer, real coffee (in cups with right-
handed holders!) and an amazing salad, which could satisfy the most demanding palate, but not Emil’s!  It was a 
combination of Prosciutto, chicken, cheese, mango, tomatoes, cucumbers, raisins, all blended in the tasty sauce and 
served on a bed of lettuce.  A quick scan over the stream after the meal, 
produced only a White Wagtail.  

Our after-lunch activities involved a brief stop at the Kavadarci, 
where Emil picked up his home-made Rakia, for us to try.  He also 
gave us each an unexpected gift - a T-shirt from the organization that 
supports his work on Imperial Eagles.  What a lovely surprise!   

It was difficult to manage the heat of the day, but we persevered 
and climbed a small hill to reach a “Partisans’” monument on the top, 
where a good view stretched over the nearby cliffs.  On the way up, 
we came across the most beautiful and delicate Thread-winged 
Lacewing, with its long conspicuous streamers (these are simply 
elongated and spatulate hindwings).  At the top, Emil took the girls for 
a short walk in search of rare plants, while the rest of us looked at the 
former nest of an Egyptian Vulture, Alpine Swifts and Subalpine 
Warbler. Much excitement was generated by two Short-tailed Eagles 
and a Kestrel flying high up.   

A visit to a breeding site of the Imperial Eaglerewarded us with a 
good view of this raptor on its nest and the chicks.  We kept a safe 
distance though from the nest and in the cultivated fields on both sides 
of the road, we managed to see a very vocal Corn Bunting, Crested 
and Calandra Larks, Black-headed Bunting and a Roller revealing its 
beautiful colours in the soft light of the afternoon.  

Our last stop of the day was the village of Marena, which has one 
of the largest colonies of Lesser Kestrels in the Balkans.  En route, we 
stopped briefly to view, what it looked at the first glance, like a Lanner 
Falcon, perching on an elctrical pylon.  Later, however, it turned out to be a Lesser Falcon.  Here, two Kestrels and 

a Lesser Spotted Eagle, were also seen, and later on, an Imperial Eagle, Northern 
Whethear and another Crested Lark crossed our path.   

We arrived at Marena about two hours before the peak in numbers of Lesser 
Kestrels, who  return to their nest sites in late afternoon after foraging in 
neighbouring fields.  They breed under the roofs of people‘s houses, and during 
our walk along one of the side streets we saw a number of them flying about.   

 We engaged with some locals who were very friendly.  Mary resolved the 
mystery of ribbon decorations on peoples‘ gates and doors.  As it turned out, this 
is an indication that either a married couple or the parents of a groom/bride live 
in the house.  Here, we also said good-bye to lovely Emil, who was an absolute 
pleasure to have around.   

We concluded the day with a super dinner at our Popova Kula winery at 8:00 
pm.  We started off with a traditional Macedonian bean and Greek-style salads, 
followed by a chicken in mushroom sauce and finished off with a scrum-delicious 
chocolate cake.  It was a lovely end to a very memorable day. 
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Saturday, 3 June     
 

It was a departure day today, but some of us had an early start to the day 
and ventured into the grounds behind the hotel.  Here, the wineyards, 
meadows and shrubs hosted a number of species, including Eastern 
Oliveceous Warbler, Calandra and Crested Larks, Whitethroat, Black-headed 
Bunting, Linnet, Woodchat Shrike, and a Little Owl perched on the hotel roof 
just as we left the permises.  It was a lovely morning, and after breakfast and 
sorting out the bills, we were ready to enroll on a new adventure in Greece.  
There was a mixed up with Annie and Brian’s bill, but the problem was soon 
resolved and a free bottle of wine from the reception made the affair quickly 
forgotten.  We were sorry though to say good-bye to our superb 
accommodation and a compulsary group picture was taken before we left.   

We had the whole morning to spare before crossing the border, and so our 
first stop was at some dry shrubland intersperced with rough pastures and 
flower-rich grassland.  The majority of the group undertook a walk, but 
Gordon, myself and later, Celia, stayed behind.  The group did not walk far, 
when one of the most spectacular insects was spotted by Celia.   The Bronze 
Glandular Bush-cricket is one of the largest European bush-crickets with a 
characteristic metallic, copper like sheen.    

The group managed to get good views of Olive-tree and Barred Warblers, 
but other more common birds were also present including Black-headed and 
Corn Buntings, Crested and Calandra Larks, and Woodchat Shrike.  A Lesser Kestrel also circled above the minibus.  
Safflower Skipper, Scarce Swallowtail and Small Copper were most notable butterflies and Hummingbird Hawk-
moth got Celia, Gordon and myself particularly excited.    

 
A brief stop by the side of the road produced a loud Great Reed Warbler and a Keeled Skimmer drew our 

attention for a while.  Shortly afterwards, we made another stop at a petrol station to get a most desired coffee/tea 
and then lunch stop by Lake Dojran followed.  It was a picturesque spot by the lake that is shared between the 
Republic of Macedonia and Greece.  While having our packed lunch, we scanned the lake, but the only species we 
could see were a distant Dalmatian Pelican and Pygmy Cormorant.  Our attention then was drawn to an active 
White-tailed Skimmer perching from time to time on the shore and a snake swimming secretly through the 
vegetation.   

Crossing the border was straight-forward and, soon after, we were looking at the northern shores of Lake 
Kerkini from the pier at Mandraki. The abundance of birds was astonishing, with particularly big numbers of Great 
Crested Grebes.  Little Grebe, Squacco Herons, Pygmy Cormorants and Dalamtian Pelicans were also present, and 
a Great Reed Warbler was calling in the reeds.  For a while, we were entertained by a herd of the Buffalo crossing 
our path and guided by a number of dogs and herdsmen.  A few of us were taken by the Mulberry fruit growing in 
profusion by the side of the pier.  They were sweet and juicy and we ended up picking some for our future 
consumption.  As we were leaving, a Penduline Tit was heard calling and so was a Scops Owl.  However, despite 
our search, they remained illusive. 

Day 4 
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We reached our lodge in the middle of Chrysohorafa village, north Greece, in late afternoon.  The lodge is run 
by a very hospitable Nikos and his parents.  Some of the rooms had balconies ovelooking the village square, which 
become alive, particularly first thing in the morning and at night.  We had a taste of it tonight, when dining at one 
of the restaurants.  The dinner went well, being washed down with a local beer and wine, but the highlight for some 
of us was a foodball match between Real Madrid and Juventus.  A lot of locals came to watch it on the big screen 
in the restaurant and kept company for Annie, Brian and Martin who also decided to watch the match.  
Unfortunately, a heavy storm took place later on, which kept some of us awake late into the night.   

 
 
     
 
Sunday, 4 June 
     

We woke up to another beautiful day, but also to sad news about another terror 
attack in London.  After a nice breakfast, prepared by Nicos‘s mother, we ventured 
out to explore Greece.  We did not drive far, when a short stop was made to view a 
Syrian Woodpecker.  Both male and female showed well on both sides on the road.  
Also Loud Nightingale song did not go unnoticed.    

Our first stop was at Sidirokastro, near the Bulgarian border.  Here, we visited 
the nest site of a Rock Nuthatch.  A flask-like shaped nest, built of mud, was attached 
to a vertical massive limestonerock, where at least one chick was poking its head out 
begging for food.  We did not need to wait too long before an adult arrived with a 

butterfly in its beak.   We waited for a 
while, watching the adult(s) coming and 
going frantically feeding their chick(s).  
Crag Martins and Goldfinches were also flying around, but our attention 
was drawn to a cage suspended under the roof, where young Goldfinches 
were kept.  An adult bird was visiting the cage and trying to feed its chicks, 
but judging by the calls it was making, it must have been disstressed.  A 
quick scan over the the bridge produced Common Swift and House 
Martin.   

We drove then a short distance to the hills above the townof 
Sidirokastro, where we admired the ruins of the Byzantine castle and 
spectacular views.  We spent some time here, as there was so much to see 
and experince.  As we arrived, three Nuthatchers flew off and a Blue Rock 
Thrush showed off well on the top of a rock and, then later, on a tree and 
the ruins.  Other speciesseen here, included Greenfinch, Hoopoe, Serin, 
Woodchat Shrike and a distant Masked Shrike.  

A Wolf Spider Lycosa sp. was lurking from its burrow, ready to catch 
a prey.  It generated much interest and we looked into the burrow trying 
to catch a glimpse of the bestie.  We could distinguish its body but later, 
the typical three rows of eyes could be seen in the pictures:  the bottom 
row consisted of four small eyes, the middle row had two very large eyes, 
and the top row two medium-sized eyes. These spiders depend on their 
excellent eyesight to hunt. A Scarab beetle was effortlessly rolling its 

dung amongst the vegetation, and we thought with horror that it would roll it straight into the spider’s burrow.  
Our attention drifted for a while towards a herd of sheep and goats being attended by a shepherd.  They were 

moving in our direction, so we decided to wait before driving on.  The animals were very photogenic, but we felt 
for a herdsman, who had to attend its herd throughout the hot day.  Celia shared a cup of juice with the old man. 

Once the sheep were out of our way, we drove a short distance to get closer to a Masked Shrike, which Martin 
spotted in the distance.  Soon, the bird showed off well, as did an Orphean Warbler, Red-backed Shrike, Tree 
Sparrow and Woodchat Shrike.  We had our picnic lunch as well here, and almost as soon as we finished, the 
heavens opened.  It was time to move on… 

Day 5 
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As we descended the hills, a Cirl Bunting showed well by the road “singing in the rain”.  Elsewhere, we stopped 
briefly to identify a raptor perching on the top of an electrical pylon.  As it turned out, it was the most needed on 
our list, Levant Sparrowhawk.  Here, we also encountered numerous bugs, including crickets and grasshoppers, all 
crowded in a single bush, including Roesel's Bush-cricket and Scarlet Shieldbug.  Brian also spotted a Kestrel.   
We drove to the top of yet another hill, where a panoramic view stretched over forested mountains and a valley.   

 
On arrival, Golden and Booted Eagles and three unidentified falcons soared in the sky.  Most of the group took a 
walk to a quarry and saw an Eastern Black-eared Wheatear and Red-rumped Swallow, amongst others.  Silver-
washed Fritillary was a new butterfly and a Mole Cricket with its characteristic song was heard. 
 

 
On arrival back at the minibus, the group re-united with Gordon, Celia and myself and we all had refreshments 

and traditional Greek chocolate halva with juicy mulberries.  A Golden Eagle appeared high in the sky again. 
Our last stop of the day was at Lake Kerkini.  The northern part of the lake is particularly picturesque because 

it nestles on a floodplain at the foot of the Belles Mountains.  On arrival, our attention was immediately drawn to 
two homeless dogs.  We had noticed the huge number of feral and stray dogs wandering around the countryside 
and on the outskirts of villages in Greece.  Unlike elsewhere, though, they seem to be usually timid and friendly, 
but desperately thin.  After giving them some food, we took a walk along a high bank of the northeastern part of 
the lake. 

 In the distance, a herd a Buffalo waded in the water.  There were numerous waterbirds and some of these 
included Great Crested Grebe, Spoonbill, Pygmy Cormorant, Coot, Moorhen, Great White and Little Egret, 
Squacco and Purple Herons, both species of Pelicans, Black and Whiskered Terns, amongst many others.  Bee-
eaters were flying about and a Nightingale was singing in nearby bushes.  

 It was getting too hot though and we were looking for shade, but there were not many places we could hide 
from the heat.  Exhausting all the options, we decided that it was time to call it a day.  A Grey Wagtail and a 
rustic form of Cuckoo showed up briefly on the way home.   

A male Mole Cricket produces exceptionally loud song and sings from a sub-surface burrow that opens out into the air 
in the shape of a horn.  It is an almost pure tone, delivered in chirps, which is used to attract females, either for mating, or 
for indicating favourable habitats to lay the eggs. 
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In the evening, we visited another restaurant in the village square, where traditional salads and, not so traditional 
main dishes, were served.  Some of us were now hooked on the local beer and chilled white wine!   

 
 
 
 
Monday, 5 June 
     

We had all been waiting in anticipation for our boat ride on the Lake Kerkini, which was scheduled for today.  
It was a sunny morning, so we could not ask for a better weather.   

After hearty breakfast, we drove along the west side of the lake and made aquick stop to view a Black Stork 
standingby the side of the road.  Our first Dalmatian Pelican was seen close by, as it swam along the shore.  By 
the time we arrived at the harbour, we had a reasonable list of species under our belt:  Little and Great Crested 
Crebes, Moorhen, Grey Heron, Little Egret, Coot and Great Reed Warbler.  A few Pond Terrapins also lazed on 
the stones by the shore, as we drove past them.  

There were a few boats by the shore, so it looked that we were not the only ones exploring the lake today.  
Nikos was already present and we boarded his boat, joining two other tourists from Israel.  As we left the harbour, 
Common Tern and two Black Kites came to view and a Pond Terrapin basked in the sun by the shore.  The boat 
had a canvas roof, so it was good protection from the sun, and as we glided on the mirror-like lake, the first Grey 
Heron and a flock of White Pelicans passed us by.   

As our journey progressed across the lake,  more waterbirds came to view, with Squacco Heron perching on a 
small island of vegeration almost within touching distance from the boat.  We passed by prominent nesting 
platforms and rafts built to attract the birds.  They have been successfull for a number of years now, with 
increasing numbers of Dalmatian Pelicans utilising them.  There are about 250 pairs of these birds breeding here 
to date.  White Pelicans bred here for the first time last year and it seems that about 20 pairs are present this year.   

 

Soon we entered a submerged forest, where over 5,000 pairs of Cormorant nest.  The breeding season was 
well advanced and there were a lot of nests with almost fully-grown chicks begging for food.  Adults were resting 
on the trees and panting or launching themselves from the overhanging  branches.  There was a lot of commotion 
as other birds were also present and flying in between the trees and branches, attending their chicks. Over 100 
pairs of Pygmy Cormorants also nest here, but these were less evident.  Night Herons were particularly abundant, 
with their fully-grown, brown-stripped chicks well camouflaged in between thickets of foliage.  Little Egrets, 
Grey Herons and Squacco Herons were also present, with Spoonbills generating most interest.  A    Glossy Ibis 
also posed 
nicely for us.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 6 
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We glided in between the trees, with Nicos doing all the pushing and manoeuvring the boat, so we could see 
the birds well.  At one point, we heard a Penduline Tit calling and soon we were looking at three youngsters 
perching on a branch.   

As we entered more open waters, Great Crested and Black-necked Grebes, and Whiskered and Black Terns 
were seen further across the lake.  Three Yellow-billed Gulls and Black-headed Gulls roosting on an erected 
platform, were also nice additions.   

The highlight, however, came a little while later, when thousands of Cormorants were seen flocking across 
the lake towards their colony.  There seemed to be a continuous stream of them and their numbers were truly 
overwhelming.   Two-and-half-hours later we returned to the harbour being greeted by a number of Common 
Terns perchingon a fence.  After disembarking, some of us visited stalls with local goods and crafts.   

Lunch was approaching fast, but we managed to squeeze in a short visit to a Pentuline Tit nest site, which was 
situated in a willow tree by a busy restaurant.  We did not wait long before the adult appeared carrying food to its 
noisy chicks.  A Nightingale was singing its heart out in the bushes too.  However, our attention seemed to shift 
quickly towards dragonflies which suddenly appeared by the edge of a pool.  White-tailed Skimmer, Broad 
Scarlet, Blue-tailed Damselfly and Emperor were all dazzling in the sun as we tried to catch a glimpse of them. 

It was a bank holiday 
today in Greece, and as we 
returned to our minibus, the 
parking lot was crowded 
with new arrivals heading 
for the restaurant.  We left 
anxiously, but did not drive 
far, when a dead 
Montpellier Snake was 
spotted on the road.  Our lunch was held al fresco on the steps of what used to be a busy café and playground 
complex during the Greece’s “prosperous times”.  We had our lunch under the shade of enormous trees and could 
not help sensing an unpleasant smell around us.  Soon, we found the source of the odour–a Dragon Arum, a plant 
native to Greece, grew close by.  When the plant is ready for pollination, it produces a smell, described as like 
rotten meat, to attract the pollinators (mostly colourful shiny carrion flies, but Staphylinid and Scarabidinid 
beetles have also been reported).  Once pollination is complete though, the smell disappears. It was an impressive 
looking plant, solitary and robust.  The most striking was the inflorescence: a long black appendage in the centre 
(known as the spadix) enveloped by a large very deep purple-black bract, the spathe.   What looks like one flower 
in reality is an inflorescence of a spadix, bearing numerous flowers.  The actual flowers, both male and female, 
are hidden deep inside the spathe.  

 

The Dragon Arum is a wonderfully unique plant also known as Drakondia, Dragonwort, Black Arum, Wake Robin, 
Dragon’s Tonque and even the Viagra Lily!  All these names and the latin Dracunculus vulgaris reflects the bizarre 
character and the look of the plant.  The long spadix is seen as a small dragon hiding in the spathe.  There are also 
widespread erotic connotations resulting from its shape and the newest of its common names indicates that plant 
folklore and beliefs continue to develop. It is thought to contain fatty acid methyl esters.  The root is toxic and a skin 
irritant.  Carrying the roots or leaves protects against vipers and serpents. It is also believed that if you wash your hands 
in a liquor made from the plant you can handle snakes with impunity.  It is also known to be used to preserve cheese by 
wrapping the leaves round it.  http://www.thepoisongarden.co.uk 
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We had a nice walk following a path up a hill, where other plants attracted our attention: a beautiful Adriatic 

Lizard Orchid Himantoglossum hircinum and Gracian Foxglove Digitalis lanata.  While we could not stop 
admiring the orchid, Brian found a Lesser Spotted Eagle soaring over a hillside.  Numerous butterflies were 
recorded on our walk, including Nettle Tree Butterfly, Small Copper, Black-veined White, Clouded Yellow and 
Eastern Bath White. 

The walk was rewarded with another beautiful Thread-winged Lacewing at the top.  On the way back, we 
recorded a Little Spotted Woodpecker.    

In the afternoon, we revisited the pier at Mandraki to get another view of the Lake Kerkini.  It was a good 
start to our visit, as on arrival we saw a Marsh Harrier being mobbed by a Common Tern.  A Kingfisher briefly 
appeared on a branch above the water and we observed for a while a rather unusual struggle between a Great 
Crested Grebe and a frog, the latter trying to escape from beingeaten by the grebe.  Other species seen here 
included a Golden Oriole, Goldfinch, Great Reed Warbler, Coot, Squacco Heron and Little Grebe.  A Little 
Bittern was calling from the reeds, as did a Penduline Tit and a Scops Owl from nearby bushes. 

 

After an eventful day so far, we enjoyed a coffee break at the old train stationat Vironia, which had been 
transformed to a very successful tavern.  Under the cover of the enormous trees, we re-charged our batteries, and 
drove to the north eastern side of Lake Kerkini.  En route, we spotted yet another snake, a Western four-lined 
Snake rushing to the vegetation cover by the side of the road.  We scanned the wetland several times, and viewed 
numerous waterbirds, but there were no new additions.  We noted though an otter and at least three Coypu.  With 
the heat becoming unbearable, we decided to call it a day. 

 

On the way to our guest house, we stopped to view a White Stork nest and numerous Spanish Sparrows that 
inhabit it.  The activities at the nest were continuous, with birds coming and going, bringing food, reparing the 
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nest and displaying vigorously on tiny braches to attract a mate.  Rosemary had a fright of her life, when a 
cascade of droppings, released by a White Stork above, landed on the pavement next to her.  As we were leaving 
the village, two Little Owls flew across and a Hoopoe posed for us on a tree.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We concluded the day in a restaurant at Dasochori village.  Dinners in Greece do not start until late at night, 

so we had to wait a bit, after arriving a bit too early.  We had this lovely place almost to ourselves as everybody 
else celebrated the holiday at lunch time today.  We could not choose a better place as three Little Owls could be 
seen in the distance from our dining table.  Nikos and his young son also joined us tonight and were good 
company. 

 On the way home, we stopped briefly to search for Scops Owls, and although we heard one calling, it was 
impossible to find it in the thick trees and dark cover of the night.  

 

Tuesday, 6 June     

Our leisurely breakfast at 8:00 am was interrupted by an Eleonora’s Falcon flying around the lodge.  We 
jumped out of our seats and rushed outside onto a balcony, and there it was, the most amazing close view of the 
bird.  It was so good in fact, that Brian voted the    Eleonora’s Falcon as his best bird of the trip.   What a brilliant 
start to the day! 

We picked up our local guide in the village, Georgios, who was a great company throughout the day.  Our 
destination this morning was Kalochori Lagoon near Thessaloniki.   

It took us over an hour to get there, and inevitably, we got stuck in the traffic just on the outskirts of 
Thessaloniki.  Overall though, it was not that bad and soon we were looking over a field where three Stone Curlews 
gave good, but telescopic views and a Marsh Harrier flew in the distance.  Apple of Sodom Solanum sodomeum 
grew on both sides of the road generating some interest too.  A short distance further on, we enjoyed seeing Alpine 
and Pallid Swifts, Yellow-legged Gull, Tree Sparrow and Crested Lark.  Birdwatching heated up a bit when a Long-
legged Buzzard circled around and landed on a rock in the open.  As we were focusing on the raptor, suddenly an 
European Souslik emerged from the vegetation, followed by another and…another….  Soon, a Little Owl flew into 
view, as well as two Kestrels and a male Marsh Harrier.  It was a very successful stop and so we found an excuse 
to have a round of Rakia to celebrate such good finds.    

As we entered more open waters of the lagoon, we could see in the distance a Black-winged Stilt and about 16 
Slender-billed Gulls.  We even intermingled with locals, as Celia initiated a conversation with a fisherman being 
intrigued by his collection of bait for the fish.  We drove again a short distance further and undertook a short walk 
to get closer to six Kentish Plovers flying about.  In the process, we also found Little Tern, Little Gull, Turnstone 
and Shelduck.  A young Kentish Plover posed for some close shots.  We were also pleased to see a Shag, which 
here, it is a Mediterranean subspecies desmaretii.  

Our last stop at the lagoon gave us better views of a sizable flock of Greater Flamingos, two Black-winged 
Stilts and two Avocets.  By now it was almost a mid-day, so heat and hunger drove us to the nearby Kalochori 
village.  In the village square we found some seats and shade and consumed our picnic lunch.  Finding a toilet 
though proved to be more difficult, as there was a temporary lack of water and most restaurants closed their 
facilities.  Eventually, we invaded a municipality building where we found some facilities, but they were less than 
satisfactory.   

Day 7 
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In the afternoon, we undertook an hour-long drive to the riparian forest at Sidirockori.  On arrival, we found 
yet another dead snake, a Caspian Whipsnake.  This species can achieve the size of up to 2.5 m, so Martin 
volunteered to serve as a tape measure for comparison.  From the bridge we admired Blue (Scarce) Chaser and 
Banded Demoiselle as they flitted around in sunlit areas along the water.   

As we entered the forest along the river, a Kingfisher showed up briefly and Hoopoe and Cuckoo were calling 
in the distance.  We disturbed a snake, which was lazing on the path and it must have been as surprised as us, 
because it moved swiftly into the cover at the last minute.  Unfortunately, it was too fast to be identified.  Soon, 
Georgios led us to a nest of a Grey-headed Woodpecker.  As we waited for an adult to come to its nest, a Green 
Woodpecker showed well for some.  Our patience was rewarded with good view of the Grey-headed Woodpecker 
as it flew across and sat in front of the nest.  A little while later, we also tracked down Middle Spotted and Little 
Spotted Woodpeckers.  It took a little while to see the latter, but it proved to be a fantastic spot for all four species.  
Beautiful Demoiselle and Great Banded Grayling were also added to the list here.   

As we re-united with Gordon and Celia, who stayed behind, the pair anxiously wanted to show us their treasured 
find – this turned out to be a stand of Marihuana growing in the wild!!! 

We travelled back to the Kirkini area and walked along the road to a small quarry.  Martin spotted a precious 
Cleopatra Brimstone, a Red Fox unexpectedly appeared running across a field, and yet another snake, Eastern 
Monpellier Snake, was found dead on the road.   A small patch of the trees teemed with birds including species 
such as Black-eared Wheatear, Cirl Bunting, Spanish Sparrow and Woodchat Shrike.  A Rock Bunting was seen 
briefly by some of us at the quarry.   

On our way home we managed to pick up a Levant Sparrowhawk, Golden Oriole and Jay.  After dropping 
Georgios off, we had some time to ourselves at the lodge, before re-uniting again for our evening meal.  We returned 
to the restaurant that we visited on our first day at the village square.  This time though, it was filled with locals.  It 
was a very busy evening today because on Tuesdays, some restaurants offer free fish dishes for their customers.  
The most popular fish was a sizable carp, which we had to taste as well as our own meaty dishes.  Georgios and 
Nikos joined us too, so our last evening was spent in a nice company and with a good humour!  

 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, 7 June      
 

 
We had another leisurely morning today with breakfast as late as 8:00 am!  After saying good-bye to our lovely 

hosts and taking a memorable picture with Nikos in front of the villa, we departed for Thessaloniki airport.  The 
journey took just over an hour and soon, we were saying good-bye to Martin as well, who was a great and 
knowledgable guide and a wonderful companion during our week-long tour.   

We had a great tour, and for all of us it was our first visit to Macedonia, a hidden treasure of the Balkans!  There 
was a lot to take in and we all had different memories to take back with us: wonderful weather and a blue sky, 
friendly people (particularly our doctor on the first day in Thessaloniki), yummy and healthy salads and out-of-this-
world beef served on our first night in Macedonia (!), slow and relaxed pace of life, profusion of butterflies, and, 
finally, wonderful scenery, particularly the rollying lavishly green mountains of Macedonia.   

 
 

Day 8 
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Birds recorded on the trip (148) 
 
 31/05 1/06 2/06 3/06 4/06 5/06 6/06

Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue
1 Great Crested Grebe x x x x
2 Black-necked Grebe x
3 Little Grebe x x x
4 Dalmatian Pelican x x x x
5 Great White Pelican x x x
6 Cormorant x x x x x
7 Pygmy Cormorant x x x x
8 Little Bittern H
9 Squacco Heron x x x x

10 Black-crowned Night Heron x x x
11 Great White Egret x
12 Little Egret x x x
13 Grey Heron  x x x x x
14 Purple Heron x x x
15 Spoonbill x x x
16 Glossy Ibis x x
17 White Stork  x x x x x x
18 Black Stork x
19 Mute Swan  x
20 Mallard x x x x
21 Shelduck x
22 Black Kite  x
23 Short-toed Eagle x
24 Egyptian Vulture x
25 Griffon Vulture x
26 Marsh Harrier x x x x x
27 Montagu's Harrier x x
28 Levant Sparrowhawk x x
29 Common Buzzard x x x x x x
30 Long-legged Buzzard x x x x
31 Honey Buzzard x
32 Short-toed Snake Eagle x
33 Booted Eagle x x
34 Golden Eagle x x
35 Imperial Eagle x
36 Lesser Spotted Eagle x x x
37 Peregrine Falcon x
38 Eleonora's Falcon x
39 Hobby  x x
40 Kestrel x x x x x
41 Lesser Kestrel x x
42 Little Crake x
43 Moorhen x
44 Coot   x x x x
45 Turnstone x
46 Oystercatcher x
47 Black-winged Stilt x x x
48 Avocet x
49 Stone Curlew x
50 Ringed Plover x
51 Kentish Plover x
52 Redshank x
53 Black-headed Gull  x
54 Mediterranean Gull x x
55 Slender-billed Gull x
56 Little Gull x
57 Common Tern x x x x
58 Little Tern x
59 Yellow-legged Gull x x
60 Black Tern   x x

Species name 
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Continued…

31/05 1/06 2/06 3/06 4/06 5/06 6/06
Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

61 Whiskered Tern x x
62 Feral Pigeon/Rock Dove  x x x x
63 Wood Pigeon x x x x x x
64 Collared Dove  x x x x x x
65 Turtle Dove x x x x H
66 Cuckoo  H H H x x x
67 Little Owl x x x
68 Scops Owl H
69 Nightjar H H
70 Swift  x x
71 Pallid Swift x x x
72 Alpine Swift x x x
73 Kingfisher x x x
74 Eurasian Hoopoe x x x x
75 European Bee-eater x x x x x x
76 European Roller x x x x
77 Syrian Woodpecker x x
78 Green Woodpecker x x x
79 Grey-headed Woodpecker  x
80 Great Spotted Woodpecker x
81 Middle Spotted Woodpecker x
82 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  H x x
83 White-backed Woodpecker H
84 Skylark x
85 Woodlark   x
86 Crested Lark x x x x x x
87 Calandra Lark x x x
88 Sand Martin   x
89 Eurasian Crag Martin x x
90 Common House Martin x x x x x x x
91 Red-rumped Swallow x x x x x x x
92 Common Barn Swallow x x x x x x x
93 Tawny Pipit x
94 White Wagtail x x
95 Grey Wagtail x x x
96 Black-headed Wagtail x
97 Common Nightingale x x x H x x
98 Redstart x
99 Northern Wheatear x

100 Black-eared Wheatear x x
101 Blue Rock Thrush x x x
102 Common Blackbird x x x x x
103 Song Thrush  x x
104 Eurasian Reed Warbler x x
105 Great Reed Warbler x x x x
106 Cetti's Warbler H
107 Eastern Olivaceous Warbler x x x x x x
108 Olive-tree Warbler x
109 Whitethroat x x x x
110 Lesser Whitethroat x
111 Barred Warbler  x x
112 Eurasian Blackcap x x x
113 Sardinian Warbler x
114 Eastern Orphean Warbler x
115 Subalpine Warbler x H x
116 Common Chiffchaff x
117 Spotted Flycatcher x x x
118 Eurasian Penduline Tit x
119 Coal Tit x

Species name 
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Continued… 
 

 
 
 

 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31/05 1/06 2/06 3/06 4/06 5/06 6/06
Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

120 Great Tit x x H x
121 Blue Tit x
122 Eastern Rock Nuthatch x
123 Robin H
124 Red-backed Shrike x x x x
125 Lesser Grey Shrike x
126 Woodchat Shrike x x x x x
127 Masked Shrike x
128 Eurasian Jay x x x x
129 Eurasian Magpie x x x x x x
130 Rook  x x
131 Hooded Crow x x x x x x x
132 Western Jackdaw x x x x x x x
133 Raven x x
134 Eurasian Golden Oriole x x x x x
135 Starling x x x x x x
136 Spanish Sparrow x x x x x x
137 House Sparrow x x x x x x
138 Eurasian Tree Sparrow x x x
139 Common Chaffinch x x x x H
140 European Serin x
141 Common Linnet x x x
142 European Goldfinch x x x x x x
143 European Greenfinch x x x x x
144 Hawfinch x x x
145 Corn Bunting x x x x H x
146 Rock Bunting x
147 Black-headed Bunting x x x x x
148 Cirl Bunting x x x x

Species name 

1 Green Toad Bufo viridis
2 Greek Stream Frog Rana graeca
3 Caspian Turtle Mauremys caspica
4 Balcan Terrapin Mauremys rivulata
5 European Pond Terrapin Emys orbicularis
6 Hermann's Tortoise Testudo hermanni
7 Spur-thighed Tortoise Testudo graeca 
8 Marginated Tortoise Testudo marginata
9 Western Four-lined Snake Elaphe quatuorlineata

10 Montpellier Snake (dead) Malpolon monspessulanus
11 Caspian Whipsnake (dead) Dolichophis caspius

12 Eastern Montpellier Snake (dead) Malpolon monspessulanus insignitus
13 Eastern Green Lizard Lacerta viridis 
14 Balkan Wall Lizard Podarcis tauricus 
15 Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis 

Amphibians and Reptiles
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English name Latin name
1 Souslik Spermophilus citellus
2 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes
3 Otter Lutra lutra
4 Coypu (Nutria) Myocastor coypus

1 Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo
2 Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens 
3 Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans
4 Common Clubtail Gomphus vulgatissimus
5 Balkan Goldenring Guardaruscello balcanico
6 Broad Scarlet Crocothemis erythraea 
7 Scarce (Blue) Chaser Libellula fulva 
8 Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa
9 Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata

10 Keeled Skimmer Orthetrum coerulescens
11 White-tailed Skimmer Plathemis lydia 
12 Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum
13 Emperor Anax imperator
14 Small Pincertail Onychogomphus forcipatus 

1 Hummingbird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum
2 Spurge Hawk-moth caterpillar Hyles euphorbiae
3 Pine Processionary Moth* Thaumetopoae pityocampa
4 Bronze Glandular Bush-cricket Bradyporus dasypus
5 Roesel's Bush-cricket Metrioptera roeselii
6 Oak Bush-cricket* Meconema thalassinum
7 Mole Cricket Gryllotalpa gryllotalpa
8 Soldier or Checkered Beetle Trichodes apiarius
9 Mint Leaf Beetle* Chrysolina herbacea

10 Rose Chafer Cetonia aurata
11 Seven-spot Ladybird Coccinella septempunctata
12 Scarab Beetle Scarabaeus sacer
13 White-spotted Rose Beetle Oxythyrea funesta
14 Ehrenbergi's Jewel Beetle Julodis ehrenbergii
15 European Sculptured Pine Borer Chalcophora mariana
16 Scarlet Shieldbug Eurydema dominulus
17 Striped Shield Bug* Graphosoma lineatum
18 Fire Bug* Pyrrhocoris apterus
19  Head-clipping Weevil Haplorhynchites aeneus
20 No English name Purpuricenus budensis
21 Thread-winged-Lacewing Nemoptera bipennis
22 Six-spot Burnet Zygaena filipendulae
23 Ship Tick Ixodes ricinus
24 Carpenter Bee Xylocopa sp. 
25 Ruby-tailed Wasp* Chrysis ignita
26 A Horse Fly* Tabanus distinguendis
27 Nettle Gall* Dasineura urticae
28 Robin’s Pin Cushion Gall* Diplolepis rosae
29 Elm Leaf Gall* Eriosoma ulmi

Wolf Spider Lycosa  sp. 

1 Carinigera drenovoensis
2 Garden Snail Cornu aspersum
3 Roman Snail Helix pomatio
4 Balanus Barnacles Balanus perforatus

Dragonflies 

Mammals

Molluscs

                                                     Other insects 

                                                     Arachnids
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       Butterflies recorded on the trip (54) 
 

 
English name Latin name 

1 Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola
2 Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris
3 Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae
4 Hungarian Skipper Spialia orbifer 
5 Yellow-banded Skipper Pyrgus sidae  
6 Safflower Skipper Pyrgus carthami
7 Oberthur's Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus armoricanus 
8 Swallowtail Papilio machaon
9 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius

10 Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra
11 Clouded Yellow Colias crocea
12 Black-veined White Aporia crataegi 
13 Large White Pieris brassicae
14 Small White Pieris rapae
15 Southern Small White Pieris manii   
16 Eastern Bath White Pontia edusa
17 Eastern Wood White Leptidea duponcheli  
18 Blue-spot Hairstreak Satyrium spini 
19 Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi   
20 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas 
21 Sooty Copper Lycaena tityrus   
22 Little Tiger Blue Tarucus balcanicus 
23 Brown Argus Aricia agestis
24 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus   
25 Iolas Blue Iolana iolas
26 Little Blue Cupido minimus   
27 Alcon Blue Phengaris (Maculinea) alcon
28 Amanda's Blue Polyommatus amandus
29 Chapman's Blue Polyommatus thersites 
30 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 
31 Turquoise Blue Polyommatus dorylas 
32 Zephyr Blue Plebejus pylaon 
33 Reverdin's Blue Plebejus argyrognomon 
34 Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus  
35 Comma Butterfly Polygonum c-album
36 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui
37 Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros
38 Map Butterfly Araschnia levana
39 Cardinal Argynnis pandora     
40 Niobe Fritillary Argynnis niobe 
41 Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia
42 Queen Of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia  
43 Twin-spot Fritillary Brenthis hecate 
44 Knapweed Fritillary  Melitaea phoebe   
45 Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma 
46 Heath Fritillary Melitaea athalia 
47 Balkan Marbled White Melanargia larissa 
48 Great Banded Grayling Brintesia circe
49 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina
50 Dusky Meadow Brown Maniola lycaon
51 Lattice Brown Kirinia roxelana  
52 Wall Brown Lasiommata megera  
53 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus
54 Russian Heath   Coenonympha leander     
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Plants recorded on the trip (217) 
by 

Gordon Simpson 
 

            In many instances I could not verify some plants as we were travelling too fast on some roads to 
see the identification features. I used the latin, as it is in alphabetic order, to note a few interesting plants 
seen: Adonis with its scarlet flowers is scarce in Britain; The red, feathery flowers of Albizia were very 
attractive; Cannabis on the road verge caused some concern; Cuscuta was a different species to the one 
seen in Britain; Datura was common in one field near where we stayed in Greece but it is uncommon in 
Britain; The beautiful Legousia could be mistaken for a bellflower. 
 

Plants 
 

No Latin English 
1 Acer negundo Box Elder 

2 Acinos arvensis Basil-thyme 

3 Adiantum capillus-veneris Maidenhair Fern 

4 Adonis annua Pheasant’s-eye 

5 Aegilops geniculata A Grass 

6 Aesculus hippocastanum Horse Chestnut 

7 Ailanthus altissima Tree of Heaven 

8 Ajuga orientalis Oriental Bugle 

9 Albiziajulibrissin Albizia 

10 Allium sphaerocephalon Round-headed Leek 

11 Alnus glutinosa Ommon Alder 

12 Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid 

13 Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel 

14 Anagallis foemina A Blue Pimpernel 

15 Anchusa officinalis Alkanet 

16 Anthyllis vulnerariasubsp Mediterranean Kidney Vetch 

17 Arctium minus Lesser Burdock 

18 Aristolochia clematis Birthwort 

19 Arthrocnemum perenne Perrenial Glasswort 

20 Arundodonax Giant Reed 

21 Astragalus echinatus A Milk-vetch 

22 Atriplex prostrata Spear-laved Orache 

23 Avena fatua Wild Oat 

24 Avena sativa Oat 

25 Ballotanigra Black Horehound 

26 Bellis perennis Daisy 

27 Betula pendula Silver Birch 

28 Bupleurum rotundifolium Thorow-wax 

29 Calendula arvensis Field Marigold 

30 Cannabis sativa Cannabis 

31 Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd’s-purse 

32 Carduus macrocephalus A Thistle 

33 Catalpa bignonioides Indian Bean Tree 

34 Cedrus deodara Deodar Cedar 

35 Centaurea solstitialis Yellow Star Thistle 

36 Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Lawson’s ypress 

37 Chamaemelum mixtum A Chamomile 

38 Chelidonium majus Greater Celandine 

39 Chenopodium album Fathen 

40 Cichorium intybus Chicory 

41 Cionura erecta Cionura 

42 Clematis vitalba Traveller’s Joy 

43 Cnicus benedictus Blessed Thistle 

44 Conium maculatum Hemlock 
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45 Consolida regalis Forking Larkspur 

46 Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed 

47 Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress 

48 Cuscutacampestris Field Dodder 

49 Cydonia oblonga Quince 

50 Cynoglossum columnae A Hound’s Tongue 

51 Datura stramonium Thornapple 

52 Daucus carota Wild Carrot 

53 Digitalis lanata Grecian Foxglove 

54 Digitalis laevigata A Foxglove 

55 Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel 

56 Dracunculus vulgaris Dragon Arum 

57 Echium italicum Pale Bugloss 

58 Echium vulgare Viper’s Bugloss 

59 Entaurea cyanus Cornflower 

60 Equisetum telmateia Giant Horsetail 

61 Eriobotrya japonica Japanese Lpquat 

62 Erodium cicutarium Common Stork’s-bill 

63 Eryngium campestre Field Eryngo 

64 Ferula communis Giant Fennel 

65 Festuca longifolia Glaucous Fescue 

66 Ficus carica Fig 

67 Filago vulgaris Common Cudweed 

68 Filipendula vulgaris Dropwort 

69 Fragaria vesca Wild Straweberry 

70 Fraxinus excelsior Ash 

71 Galium aparine Cleavers 

72 Galium corrudifolium A Bedstraw 

73 Galium verum Lady’s Bedstraw 

74 Geranium lucidum Shiny Crane’s-bill 

75 Geranium rotundifolium Round-leaved Crane’s-bill 

76 Globularia alypum Shrubby Globularia 

77 Gypsophila pilosa Gypsophila 

78 Halmione portulacoides Sea purslane 

79 Halocnemum strobilaceum Halocnemum 

80 Hedera helix Ivy 

81 Helianthus annuus Common Sunflower 

82 Herniaria cinerea A Rupturewort 

83 Himantoglos sumhircinum Lizard Orchid subspecies 

84 Hordeum distichon Two-row Barley 

85 Hordeum murinum Wall Barley 

86 Humulus lupulus Wild Hop 

87 Hypericum perforatum Perforate St. John’s-wort 

88 Hypochoeris glabra Smooth Cat’s-ear 

89 Jasminum officinale White Jasmine 

90 Juglans nigra Walnut 

91 Kohlrauschia velutina Kohlrauschia 

92 Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce 

93 Legousia hybrida Venus’s Looking Glass 

94 Ligustrum lucidum Chinese Privet 

95 Lilium candidum Madonna Lily 

96 Linum perenne Perennial Flax 

97 Lolium perenne Ryegrass 

98 Lotus corniculatus Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil 

99 Lychnis coronaria Rose Campion 

100 Lycium barbatum Duke of Argyll’s Teaplant 

101 Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort 

102 Lysimachia atropurpurea Purple Loosestrife 

103 Lysimachia vulgaris Yellow Loosestrife 
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104 Malus domestica Apple 

105 Malva sylvestris Common Mallow 

106 Medicago disciformis A Medick 

107 Medicago lupulina Black Medick 

108 Medicago sativa Lucerne 

109 Melilotus indicus Small Melilot 

110 Mentha aquatica Water Mint 

111 Micromeria nervosa Micromeria 

112 Morina persica Persian Whorlflower 

113 Morus alba White Mulberry 

114 Morus nigra Black Mulberry 

115 Muscari comosum Tassel Hyacinth 

116 Nerium oleander Oleander 

117 Nigella damascena Love-in-a-Mist 

118 Nymphaea alba White Water-lily 

119 Nymphaea lutea Yellow Water-lily 

120 Olea europaea Olive 

121 Onopordum illyricum Illyrian Scotch Thistle 

122 Onosma erecta A Golden Drop 

123 Onosma visiani A Golden Drop 

124 Opuntia ficus-indica Prickly Pear 

125 Ornithogalum umbellatum Star of Bethlehem 

126 Paliurus spina-christi Christ’s Thorn 

127 Papaver apulum A Poppy 

128 Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy 

129 Parietaria judaica Pellitory of the Wall 

130 Peganum harmala Peganum 

131 Phragmites australis Common Reed 

132 Phytolacca acinos American Pokeweed 

133 Picea abies Norway Spruce 

134 Picea pungens Colorado Blue Spruce 

135 Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine 

136 Pinus nigra Austrian Pine 

137 Pinus pinea Stone Pine 

138 Pistaciater ebinthus Turpentine Tree 

139 Plantago coronopus Buck’s-horn Plantain 

140 Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain 

141 Plantago major Greater Plantain 

142 Plantago squarrosa Plantain 

143 Platanus orientalis Plane Tree 

144 Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass 

145 Polygonum hydropiper Water-pepper 

146 Polygonum maritimum Sea Knotgrass 

147 Populus alba White Poplar 

148 Populusnigra cultivar A Black Poplar 

149 Populus x canescens Grey Poplar 

150 Potentilla argentea Hoary Cinquefoil 

151 Potentilla hirta A Tall Cinquefoil 

152 Potentilla reptans Cinquefoil 

153 Poterium verrucosum Mediterranean Salad Burnet 

154 Prunus armeniaca Apricot 

155 Prunus domestica Plum 

156 Prunus dulcis Almond 

157 Prunus pissardii A Purple-leaved Plum 

158 Psoralea bituminosa Pitch Trefoil 

159 Pteridium aquilinum Bracken 

160 Pterocephalus brevis Annual Pterocephalus 

161 Punica granatum Pomegranate 

162 Pyrus amygdaliformis Wild Pear 



22 
 

163 Quercus pubescens Downy Oak 

164 Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette 

165 Robinia pseudacacia False Acacia 

166 Rosa caninaagg Wild Rose 

167 Rosa villosaagg Downy Rose 

168 Rubus sanctusagg Bramble 

169 Rumex aquaticus Water Dock 

170 Rumex crispus Curled Dock 

171 Salicornia europaea Glasswort 

172 Salix babylonica Weeping Willow 

173 Salvia viridis Red-topped Sage 

174 Sambucus ebulus Dwarf Elder 

175 Sambucus nigra Common Elder 

176 Scabios aprolifera Carmel Daisy 

177 Schoenoplectusta bernaemontani Grey Club-rush 

178 Secale cereale Rye 

179 Sedum acre Wallpepper 

180 Sedum album White Stonecrop 

181 Silen efuscata A Catchfly 

182 Silene latifolia White Campion 

183 Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion 

184 Silybum marianum Milk Thistle 

185 Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard 

186 Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade 

187 Solanum sodomeum Apple of Sodom 

188 Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle 

189 Spartium jimceum Spanish Broom 

190 Stipa pennata Needle-grass 

191 Suaeda maritima Annual Seablite 

192 Symphyandra cretica Symphyandra (Bellflower) 

193 Tanacetum vulgare Tansy 

194 Taraxacum officinaleagg Dandelion 

195 Thuja plicata Western Red Cedar 

196 Tragopogon pratensis Goat’s-beard 

197 Trapan atans Water Chestnut 

198 Trifolium angustifolium Narrow-leaved Crimson Clover 

199 Trifolium campestris Hop Trefoil 

200 Trifolium pratense Red Clover 

201 Trifolium repens White Clover 

202 Trifolium tomentosum Woolly Trefoil 

203 Typha latifolia Bulrush 

204 Ulmus canescens Mediterranean Elm 

205 Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle 

206 Verbascum sinuatum A Mullein 

207 Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein 

208 Verbascum undulatum A Mullein 

209 Verbena officinalis Vervain 

210 Veronica persica Field Speedwell 

211 Viburnum tinus Laurustinus 

212 Vicia hybrida Hairy Yellow Vetchling 

213 Vicia villosa Fodder Vetch 

214 Viola arvensis Field Pansy 

215 Vitis vinifera Grape 

216 Xanthium spinosum Spiny Cocklebur 

217 Zea mays Maize 

 
 
 


