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Itinerary 
 

 
 
13 May, Wednesday 

 
The plane arrived at Sofia airport on time and after a quick visit to the exchange bureau, we soon were on 

the motorway heading for the Rhodopie Mountains, under the care of a jolly duo:  Pancho, the driver, and 
Dancho, our guide.      

The five-hour journey took us first through rolling agricultural fields, interspersed with small settlements.  
As we drove along a rather monotonous motorway, we were entertained by White Storks breeding on the 
electric posts above the motorway or foraging in the fields.  At some point, there was a group of about 25-30 
congregated in a field. 

Three Kestrels, a Marsh Harrier, Hooded Crow, Goldfinch, Common Buzzard, Magpie, Starling and Red-
rumped Swallow had already filled out bird list by the time we stopped for lunch.  Sandwiches and lovely 
sweet pastries with good coffee revived us well.  We sat outside as it was a sunny, warm day and with blue 
sky above us, birdwatching was a real pleasure.  Here, we added Honey Buzzard, White Wagtail, House 
Sparrow, Yellow-legged Gull and Turtle Dove to the list.        

As we drove further, birding became even more rewarding, with Booted Eagle, Lapwing, Alpine and 
Barn Swifts showing well.  Spanish Sparrows were occupying the White Storks’ nests, a Hoopoe crossed in 
front of the car, and our first Red-baked Shrike settled on a wire (according to Tim, over a million pairs breed 
in this country). 

A quick stop to purchase some local strawberries produced a good view of a Long-legged Buzzard. 
Soon, we entered the picturesque Rhodopie Mountains and as we passed the first dam, a Crag Martin and 

Dipper generated some interest.  Further along, we stopped briefly by the side of the road, where a lovely 
view stretched over the valley and mountains.  It was here that Tim got excited with his first Nightjar calling 
in the distance.   

We arrived at our lovely hotel, situated at an altitude of 1200 
metres, by late evening.  Shortly, after distributing ourselves to our 
rooms, we gathered again at 20:00 for an evening meal.   Our four-
course dinner was one of the most delicious of the trip and 
consisted of a Greek-style salad, followed by vegetarian soup and 
traditional Bulgarian dish of pork meat balls with home-made 
tomato relish and rice wrapped in grape leaves, and finished off 
with home-made yogurt with honey.  And, let’s not forget our first 
taste of Bulgarian beer.  Tim, Gordon and Richard were even more 
adventurous and tried home-made plum rakia - with 40% alcohol, 
apparently, it was “hot stuff”! 

  
Merry and content, we departed to bed, with 38 bird species under our belt already!  
 
 

 
 
 
14 May, Thursday        

 
We woke up to a blue sky, crisp air and stunning vistas.  The view around our hotel was tremendous:  

distant rocky peaks, forested hills and buzzing meadows.  At 6:30 am, we were all ready for a morning walk.  
We haven’t made it far though, because three Serins, a Black Redstart, Chaffinch, Raven and Rock Bunting 
kept us engaged within the hotel grounds.  Crag Martins, Barn Swallows and Red-rumped Swallows were 
already up and flying around.   

Day 2 
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A walk along a stream produced a very obliging Grey 

Wagtail and, further along, a Dipper foraged along the 
bank. Generally though, the area was quiet, so soon we 
were back at the hotel for breakfast at 8:00 am. 

 We were pretty well organised and anxious to face the 
day, so by 9:00 am, the luggage was packed and we were 
ready to leave for our second accommodation for the next 

two nights.  As we gathered around the bus, a Red-backed Shrike, Whinchat and Lesser Whitethroat showed 
well in nearby bushes. 

Our destination for the morning was the spectacular Trigrad Gorge, which 
held one of the best viewing sites for Wallcreepers in Europe.  We walked 
along the huge cliffs of the gorge and through a tunnel to reach a small space at 
the bottom of a cliff, where we waited patiently for the birds to appear.  A 
singing Wren and Crag Martins kept distracting us, but 
soon some of us got a very brief view of a Wallreeper.  
A while later, the bird moved to the exposed cliff and 
we all had a prolonged view of this colourful bird 
foraging on the bare rock.   

Satisfied with the view of the Wallcreeper, we 
moved on and drove on the winding roads along the 
Rhodope Mountains with spectacular views all around us.  It took us almost the 
entire day to reach our hotel, but we made several stops en route.  Our first was 

a brief viewing of a breeding colony of Alpine Swifts by the side of the road.   
 
Further along, a display of colourful orchids were irresistible and we climbed a little hill to reach a 

meadow filled with Pale-flowered Orchid Orchis pallens, Elder-flowered Orchid Dactylorchis sambucina and 
amongst them a blue Fringed Gentian Gentianella ciliata.  The scenery over the surrounding mountains under 
a clear blue sky was breath-taking and, not surprisingly, for Gordon, it was his best moment of the trip. 

 
Our picnic lunch was taken by the Mountain Lake.  We had a brief walk around the lake while Pancho 

laid out food on the picnic table.  Our first and the only leech was pointed to us by Dancho and as we 
consumed lunch, a Black Stork, Raven and Great Spotted Woodpecker showed briefly.   

Later on, another two brief stops were made by the side of the road to view some raptors – altogether two 
Common Buzzards, two Honey Buzzards, a Sparrowhawk and Kestrel were soaring above us. 

The highlight though came later, when a Wild Cat was seen in the distance.  At the time, we did not 
question its identification, until a few days later when another one was seen on the trip.  Coffee and 
scrumptious biscuits at a petrol station broke our journey nicely and, rejuvenated, we pressed on. 

In late afternoon, we arrived at the Hotel Via in Krumovgrad, situated in the eastern part of the Rhodope 
Mountains,.  There was enough time to refresh ourselves, and at 19:30, we gathered in the restaurant for our 
evening meal.  Our dinner was a rather quick affair and we were happy to part earlier to our rooms for a most 
deserved rest.   

Our bird check-list revealed that, today, we saw 44 species of birds.    
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15 May, Friday     

We had an early morning wake up call at 7:00 am and went for pre-breakfast birding.   Tim, however, has 
already been up and managed to excite us all by his sighting of a Syrian Woodpecker at the nearby park.   

As we walked through the town’s square, Pallid Swifts were soaring above us and a Greenfinch sang in the 
bushes.  It was Friday and the town got alive with a weekly market.  We swiftly passed the crowd gathering at 
the stalls and soon we were looking at a singing Olivaceous Warbler by the side of the road.  The bridge was a 
good vantage point, but two singing Nightingales in the bushes did not reveal themselves.  We had a brief 

sighting of a Lesser-spotted Woodpecker and a random encounter with a 
birder led him to show us its nest.  By the woodpecker’s nest side, there were 
also a few Starlings, a Lesser Grey-backed Shrike and Red-backed Shrike.  
We crossed the road and the bushes close to the river hosted a Lesser 
Whitethroat, two Goldfinches and a Yellow-legged Gull.  But the show was 
stolen by the pair of Red-backed Shrikes chasing each other around the 
bushes.  A Brown Argus butterfly caught our attention here and Goat’s-beard 
Tragopogon pratensis, with its yellow distinctive flowers, was abundant and 
set Gordon’s pulse racing.    

We returned to the hotel for breakfast and by 9:10 am we were ready for 
another dose of birding.  Hoary Cress Cardaria draba was mentioned by 
Gordon on the bus but misunderstood by Tim, and as a result, we travelled 
apparently through the Bulgarian countryside “horny” and unprotected 
(without sun lotion).   

Our first stop was at the territory of a Sardinian Warbler.  However, 
instead we saw an Olive Tree Warbler singing its heart out before actually 
revealing itself well.  It was a lovely spot, with a Cuckoo and Hoopoe calling 
in the distance, and a White Stork and three Grey Herons flying by.  Richard 
and Tim were taken aback by our first Black-headed Bunting and a calling 

Golden Oriole. A Lesser Grey Shrike showed well on a tree as we were leaving.           
 
Next, we headed for the vulture-watch hill at Potochnitsa.  As Pancho 

dropped us off within walking distance from the site, a Woodlark posed for 
us on the tree and a Bee-eater flew by.  A plethora of flowers and butterflies 
slowed us down, but soon we reached a spot where an overwhelming number 
of Griffons could be seen, with at least four Egyptian Vultures amongst 
them.  We watched them for a while and as we gathering at the minibus on 
the way back, a Brown Hare unaware of our presence, hopped happily 
towards us to our astonishment.  
 
     We walked along a gravel path/road down the valley with bushes and 
extensive meadows and fields on both sides of the road.  Some of us were 
taken aback by the flowers and butterflies (Small Heath, Eastern Wood 
White and Green Hairstreak) and, so we trailed behind the group.  The more 
energetic members of the group likes of Dancho, Tim and Richard, marched 
on ahead picking up a plethora of new bird species, including Short-toed 
Eagle, Eastern Orphean Warbler, Subalpine Warbler, Isobeline and Black-
headed Wheatears, Grey and White Wagtail, Magpie, Robin, European 
Roller, Cuckoo and Linnet.  We passed through a little settlement which 
apart from hosting a very obliging pair of Woodchat Shrikes, it held an 
astonishing number of Corn Buntings.  There were at least 5 pairs singing 
from the top of almost every lamp post and suitable tree in the vicinity.  
Amazing!  

Pancho with Gordon, Jim and Celia drove ahead of the rest of the group.  
Dancho, Tim, Richard and myself were chasing a Sardinian Warbler and 
Black-headed Bunting on a sloping hill, but soon we all reunited.  By the bus, 
a Short-toed Eagle was spotted as it passed us by.  

Day 3
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Our picnic lunch was held at a picturesque spot by a stream, where a 
pair of Golden Orioles showed well, a Red-backed Shrike posed on the 
branch of the tree and a Southern White Admiral dazzled in the sun. 

Later, as we drove through the countryside, we made a few short 
stops, with the most significant being a sighting of a Cirl Bunting.  Here, 
a European Bee-eater, European Roller, Cuckoo, Nightingale and Red-
backed Shrike were also recorded.       

The spectacular Korankaya Rock was our starting point for a walk 
overlooking a picturesque valley, where we failed to see a Blue Rock 
Thrush, but recorded instead Griffon Vulture, Black-headed Vulture, Nightingale, Grey Heron and a 

Peregrine.  It was a perfect habitat for an Ortolan Bunting, but despite the 
encouragement, the bird failed to show up and only a Black-headed 
Bunting posed for the cameras.  Pancho, with some members of the group, 
drove ahead of the rest of us and we all re-united at a water spring, where 
bottles were re-filled with the “fresh juice of life”.    

 
On the way back, we stopped briefly again at the Korankaya Rock, 

where Egyptian Vulture, two Black Storks and a Peregrine were seen.  
Gordon and Celia took a short walk to check on a thistle seen on our 

previous stop and confirmed it as a Thistle Broomrape Orobanche reticulata.    
 
From here, it was not far to another interesting rocky cliff, where a nest of Black Stork, another Peregrine 

and two Hobbies showed off briefly but well.  We were, however, looking for a Western Rock Nuthatch nest, 
so another stop followed.  Here, an amazing view of two Western Rock Nuthatchs’ nests and two Black 
Storks’ nests, although distant, were most invigorating.  To top this, a Chukar Partridge first called and then 
emerged from the bushes and posed on a rock.    

 Our last stop of the day was to view Spanish Sparrows busily attending their nests that they “shared” with 
a White Stork.  We spent some time wondering about and as we left the village, we made a brief stop again to 
view an European Roller and Corn Bunting which made a sudden appearance.  A Scops Owl was calling in 
the distance adding to the ambience of the place.  What a way to end the day!  

We had our dinner at 19:00 and were treated to local specialities: Smejanca (chopped cucumber in a local 
yogurt) for a starter, followed by chicken “goulash” with vegetables and potatoes, and topped up by a 
Baclava-type sweet.  We were absorbed by a local party that was taken place at neighbouring tables in the 
restaurant at the same time.    

Soon after dinner, Pancho, Tim, Richard and myself went to a local park for owl spotting. A Little Owl 
and at least three Scopes Owls were calling vigorously, but failed to show.    

The evening though did not end there, and as soon as we returned to the hotel, we realised that the 
gathering of the ladies in the restaurant, witnessed by us earlier, was in fact an annual get-together of the 
members of the town’s traditional dancing club.  The ladies put on a magnificent performance for those that 
stayed up. 

 
Altogether, we saw 70 species of birds today.   
 
 
 
 

16 May, Saturday 
  
 We had a late breakfast this morning and some of us managed to squeeze in a pre-breakfast birding 
session.  While Celia had a little walk around the village, Tim, Richard and myself met at a nearby park to 

search for the Syrian Woodpecker, which Tim saw the previous morning.  Our endeavour 
was successful and at 8:00 am, we all met up back at the hotel for breakfast.  Today, we 
were undertaking a journey eastwards towards the Black Sea coast and so, at 8:40 am we 
were all geared up for our next leg of the trip.    
  
We did not drive for long when a short stop was made to admire a Wild Gladiolus 
Gladiolus illyricus spotted by Dancho.   

Day 4 
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 The first significant stop though was made at a dam, where we were hoping to see a Rock Bunting.  
Instead, we were entertained by a few Griffon Vultures, Kestrel and Honey Buzzard.  
 Almost immediately after we left the site, we stopped briefly again to view a Cirl Bunting and then a Spur-
thighed Tortoise was found crossing the road.   
 Another stop followed on the edge of an ex-volcanic crater, where several species were seen, including 
Black-headed Wheatear, Lesser Grey Shrike, Subalpine Warbler, Green Woodpecker, Rock Bunting and 
although Blue Rock Thrush was seen from a distance, it was everybody’s favourite.  We watched again the 
spectacular nest of a Western Rock Nuthatch, and saw the bird as it flew off the nest.  Gordon and Jim 
ventured further and saw a Balkan Green Lizard. 

Our journey took us through a 
picturesque and varied landscape of wooded 
hills, green valleys and stony plains, where a 
few stops were made.  A Pyramidal Orchid 
Anacamptis pyramidalis and Military Orchid 
Orchis militaris made an interesting stop, but 
a while later an unexpected stop for our first 
Lesser Spotted Eagle soaring in the sky, was 
perhaps more thrilling.  

We made a schedule stop on a bridge, 
where a Masked Shrike holds its territory.  We searched for the bird for some time, and 
eventually, Dancho, with great enthusiasm and relief, spotted the bird for us.  Here, Red-

backed Shrike, Goldfinch, Woodchat, Chaffinch, Starling and a singing Nightingale did not go unnoticed. We 
picked up two Common Buzzards, Black-eared Wheatear and another Black-headed Bunting along the way.   

Lunch was approaching fast and it was taken at the Euronature base in Levka, 
where at least eight pairs of Lesser Kestrel were breeding in the nest boxes 
provided.  We observed them as they hunted on the wing and delivered food to 
their recently hatched chicks. Here, a Great Spotted Woodpecker was seen in the 
distance, Turtle Doves were perched on a wire, Spanish Sparrows were busily 
attending their nests, a Jay flew across and Crested Lark with the most amazing 
punk-like crest, paraded across the ground.    

A long stretch of non-stop driving followed, with a pair of Stonechat seen from 
the minibus and more common birds.  To break up the monotony, Tim initiated a 
singing contest and soon the minibus filled with love songs, with the majority of us 
joining in.  We made a short coffee break at a petrol station, where a Black Kite 
appeared briefly and a few kilometres further on, we stopped to view an adult 
Eastern Imperial Eagle. 

A short walk (by Celia, Tim, Richard, Dancho and myself) in sparsely wooded 
forest gave good views of Ortolan Bunting, Masked Shrike, Red-backed Shrike, 
Corn Bunting and Raven, but the show was stolen by a Barred Warbler parachuting 
in its display flight amongst nearby bushes.   A Silver-studded Blue and Russian 
Heath were new butterflies recorded here too.  In the meantime, Gordon and Jim 
recorded two Tongue Orchids from the Serapias genus.  A Booted Eagle generated 
also some excitement as we all gathered around the minibus ready to continue the 
journey. 

As we got closer to the Black Sea coast, the scenery changed, with about 70 
Lapwings spotted in the field.  A drive through the busy streets of Bourgas was 

most discontenting, but even here the swift flight of a Hobby by the side of the minibus generated some 
enthusiasm. As we passed some lakes surrounding Bourgas, ten Little Egrets and two Common Shelducks 
were noted.   

Finally, we reached our ultimate destination for the day, the St Peter and St Pavel Hotel.  The hotel was 
beautifully located on the shores of the Black Sea, with stunning views over 
the sea from our own balconies.  Our spirits were high and uncontrollable 
laughter erupted when we took a lift to reach our rooms...   

Dinner at 19:30 was memorable, with scrummy vegetation soup, meat loaf 
as the main course and ice-cream to finish off.  A local bear and a bottle of red 
wine, with appropriate birding label, were great supplements to our meal.   We 
had live entertainment accompanying our dinner, resulting in some nostalgic 
feelings.   
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17 May, Sunday   
 

Tim and Richard were out at crack of dawn exploring the seashore, and when at 6:30 Celia, Dancho and 
myself joined them, they already had a few species on their list, including our first White-winged Black Tern.  
As we waited outside the hotel, a Red Fox suddenly appeared and was chased by Yellow-legged Gulls; it ran 
between us and off into the distance to our amazement. 

Pancho dropped us at the nearby Pomorie Salinas reserve (a Ramsar site), where a Crested Lark 
welcomed us on arrival and an Olivaceous 
Warbler was calling.  At the salt pans, a Little 
Ringed Plover, 5 Black-winged Stilts and at least 
15 Avocets were alarming to protect their chicks.  
As we took a short walk along the seacoast and a 
boardwalk, a number of birds were spotted:  at 
least 60 Sandwich Terns, a number of Common 
Terns and seven Cormorants out at sea.  The 
excitement grew high though, when we came 

across a breeding colony of Little Terns, with at least 15 pairs.  A Black-winged Stilt and a few Little Ringed 
Plovers foraged amongst them too.  A juvenile Mediterranean Gull, found by Richard, caused some 
deliberation. 

 
We returned for breakfast at 8:00 am and were pleasantly surprised because, apart from the fabulous 

coffee, some fresh fruit and museli/cereals were on offer at last!   
We left at 8:45 am and soon after we spotted our first Rook.  Travelling through Bourgas wasn’t so 

unpleasant anymore because traffic on Sunday was pretty manageable.  Our first stop was at the side of Lake 
Vaya where Little Bittens were resident.  Unfortunately, we did not see one and had to be satisfied by a pair 
of Pochard, Coot, two Moorhens, at least 20 Great Crested Grebes, a flock of Dalmatian Pelicans in the 
distance and a few Cormorants.  A Bearded Tit flew in front of us, but only Richard managed to see it. 

We made another stop on the bridge at Lake Mandra and walked along a path.  This was a productive 
walk and as soon as we got off the bus, we were overwhelmed by the flocks of migrating birds.  First, 16 
Honey Buzzards appeared high in the sky, followed by a good view of a Lesser Spotted Eagle and then about 
240 White Storks.  None of us had ever seen such an overwhelming spectacle.  And as we progressed further, 
16 Glossy Ibises were spotted by Tim in the distance. Closer, in nearby bushes, a Red-backed Shrike, Great 
Reed Warbler (calling), Cetti’s Warbler, Nightingale (calling) attracted our attention for a while.  A Marsh 
Warbler though caused some confusion and a Marsh Harrier emerged soaring over a field.  European Pond 
Terrapin was lazing on the bank of a small pond, a dead Grass Snake was disintegrating on the road and the 
abundance of Marsh Frogs in the ponds was astonishing.   

A Balkan Green Lizard though was an 
immediate star attraction as it was trying to 
decide whether to hide in the grasses or pose for 
a picture.    Damselflies were also noted, and 
these included Azure Bluet, Variable Bluet, 
Common Bluetail and Green-eyed Hawker, 
whilst three Large Copper butterflies were 
involved in a courtship display.      

A short drive took us to the other side of Lake Mandra, where we strolled 
along the road.  A Great Reed Warbler was singing its heart out in the reeds, 
but only at the end of the walk it showed itself well on the top of the reeds.    
Grey Herons were abundant amongst the reedbeds, a pair of Mute Swans was 
swimming about, and a plethora of House Martins was challenging Tim.  

Day 5
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Damselflies were, once again, abundant, with White-tailed Skimmer and Little Emperor being most common.  
A White-tailed Eagle was spotted here too.   

A stop on the hill overlooking Lake Dimoohvo was somewhat distant and hazy, but nonetheless 
productive.  Here, we had our first Ruddy Shelduck, two Greenshanks, Grey Heron, Little Egret, a few 
Squacco Herons, a Glossy Ibis, a few Mallards, at least 12 Common Shelducks, a few Dalmatian Pelicans, 
and a number of Black-winged Stilts and Avocets.   

Our lunch was taken outside the village pub, where we intermingled with locals.  An Eastern Festoon 
butterfly and Spanish Sparrows were the only wildlife encounters worthy of attention.  

As we left the village, we made a brief stop by the side of the road to take pictures of a White Stork nest 
with five hungry chicks poking their heads out of the nest and begging 
for food.  As it turned out, it was also good vantage point to view two 
Collared Pratincoles that took to the air.   

Another walk followed along the road with views over the Lake 
Madras on both sides.  Here, a Fired-Bellied Toad’s metallic calls were 
heard.  Apart from common species seen earlier, we also added to the 
list Curlew Sandpiper, Little Stint and Grey Plover in its almost full 
breeding plumage.  Three Oriental Pratincoles were spotted in the 
distance and, at the end of the walk, a Shoveller, three Wood 
Sandpipers and Spoonbill were seen.    

As we arrived at the top of a small hill overlooking another arm of 
Lake Mandra, a pair of Black-headed Buntings was seen, as well as a Small Heath butterfly.  A panoramic 
view over the lake was great, but birds were too distant.  However, as we returned to the car, a Marsh Harrier, 
Short-toed Eagle and European Blue-eaters received our full attention.   

A visit to Poda protected area and its visitor centre run by the Birdlife Bulgaria provided excellent views 
over the wetland from their viewing terrace.  Gordon charmed a young girl who was great source of 
information about the place.  We saw a pair of Ferruginous Ducks swiftly disappearing into the reeds.  The 
pylons that were covered in the nests of Pygmy and White-breasted Cormorants looked rather peculiar.  In 
hope of seeing something more exciting, we undertook a walk along the wetland.  A Reed Warbler was 
singing in the reeds, a few familiar species passed us by in the distance and after finding only a Meadow 
Brown and Knapweed Fritillary butterflies, we decided to cut the walk short.   

Our last stop was at Lake Atanasorsko.  However, birds were distant, the wind was cold and not being 
able to pick up anything of interest, we left for the hotel.  As we drove through Bourgas, Richard spotted 
fridge magnets in a shop, so we stopped and purchased our first souvenirs.    

Dinner followed at 20:00, with another vegetable soup, a Kapapama-traditional chicken and vegetable 
dish, and the most amazing apple strudel.   

 
 
 

18 May, Monday   
  

We woke up this morning to a great view over the Black Sea with the sun rising above the horizon.  It 
was a leisurely morning start with breakfast at 8:00 am.  Some of us though had a walk around the hotel 
grounds and the list of the birds on this pre-breakfast session was rather impressive:  European Hoopoe, 
Cetti’s Warbler, Crested Lark, Little, Sandwich and Common Terns, Yellow-legged Gull, White-breasted 
Cormorant, Starling, Common Swift, House Martin, Barn Swallow 
and Olivaceous Warbler.   

We drove to the Pomorie Salinas, where moderate flocks of 
waders were present.  The area though had virtually no birds, but 
Dancho flushed a Little Bittern from the reeds which was an 
undoubted highlight of this visit.  The abundance of flowers on 
both sides of the pans were astonishing and, not surprisingly, 
insects were abundant.  We chased a Black-veined White, Four-
spotted Chaser, 7-spot Ladybird, Scarlet Darter, Black-tailed 
Skimmer and a Lesser Emperor.  

A short drive to the opposite side of the pans was far more productive and impressed us with over 300 
Curlew Sandpipers.  Some of them were still in full breeding plumage.  A moderate number of Ruffs, Black-

Day 6
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winged Stilts and Avocets were mingled with them.  Two Kestrels appeared briefly, causing a short-lived 
mayhem amongst them.    

We drove a bit further to the neighbouring pans, where more Curlew Sandpipers were foraging, together 
with a few Little Stints and Ringed Plovers.  A Corn Bunting drew our attention as it was singing in nearby 
bushes. 

Our next stop was the ancient town of Nesebar, situated on a peninsula connected to the mainland by a 
narrow man-made strip of land.  The town, with its cobbled streets, has a stunning collection of antique 
towers, fortifications and intricately designed medieval churches going back to the Thracian civilisation.  This 
unique ancient heritage has been recognised internationally and, since 1983, it has been included on the list of 
World Heritage Sites by UNESCO.      

Our lunch was taken in a pleasant restaurant, where we dined 
outside, enjoying good weather and tasty food; we had enormous 
“Greek-style” salads and a great selection of main dishes, which 
included stuffed aubergines, pork in cooked cabbage and moussaka.  A 
delicious cake and coffee topped it all off.  As soon as we left the 
premises, ten Bee-eaters greeted us outside.  

A short distance further, we entered the Goritsa Forest, where the 
highlight of our short walk was viewing a pair of Semi-collared 
Flycatchers as they attended their nest.  Here, in this brightly coloured 
oakwood, a Levant Sparrowhawk was also seen briefly. The plant life 
was attractive and Gordon and Celia picked up some new species:  
Oriental Plane Platanus orientalis, Willow-leaved Pear Pyrus 
salicifolia, Balkan Crane's-bill Geranium macrorrhizum and Butterbur 
Petasites hybridus.   

A Rose Chafer beetle Ceronia aurata 
basked in the sun as well. 

        Another highlight en route was an 
encounter with a Little Bittern, which 
perched on the branch by the side of the 
road and posed for us for a while.  It was 
very unusual to see this species out in the 

open and outside its usual habitat so, not surprisingly, for Jim it was 
the most memorable moment of the trip.  

Our last stop was in the territory of an Eagle Owl but, after 
scanning cliffy rocks for a while, a singing Nightingale seemed to be 
the only bird in the vicinity, so we called it a day and left for our hotel.    

Kavarna Hotel was conveniently situated on the edge of the 
Kaliakra village, which, as we found out later, was a brilliant vantage 
point for birdwatching.   Our dinner tonight, on the hotel premises, was memorable for a few reasons.  We 
were treated to great food: first, a salad, with organic ingredients from a hotel owner’s garden, followed by 
lentil soup, and then stuffed green papers filled with minced pork and rice.  We finished off with the most 

delicious sweet pastry.  However, the best was yet to come, because the owner 
kept re-filling the carafe with his own brewed rakia for us.  This particularly went 
down well and so when most of us left, Jim, Celia, Nikolay (we finally met 
Nikolay, the man behind it all) and Pancho stayed for longer and their joyful 
laughter echoed late into the night across the hotel.  The next morning, Celia 
couldn’t quite remember the order of the events that night or why she woke up 
half dressed.   

 

 
 

Rakia is the national drink of Bulgaria.  It is a clear alcoholic beverage made by the distillation of fermented 
fruit.  It has a high alcoholic content varying anywhere between 40-95%.  There are different types of rakia, depending 
on the fruit it is made of, eg. grapes, plums, apricot, pears, apples, cherries, figs.  Making rakia at home has been 
Bulgarian tradition for centuries and it is part of every day life.  Rakia and salad is a combination unsurpassed and is a 
perfect compliment of food and drink in Bulgaria.  Somehow Bulgaria wouldn’t be the same without it!   
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19 May, Tuesday   
 

Tim and Richard ventured out at the crack of dawn and by the time we all gathered for breakfast at 8:00 
am, they produced an impressive bird list:  Levant Sparrowhawk, Syrian Woodpecker, Grey-headed 
Woodpecker, Tree Sparrow, Great Tit, Goldfinch, Linnet, Golden Oriole and Cuckoo.   

At breakfast, we enjoyed a local delicacy, “banica”, a potato and pastry 
bake, and by 8:45 am, we were ready to face yet another warm and 
cloudless day.  We did not drive far to get our first interesting sighting: a 
Marsh Harrier appeared in a field, followed shortly by our first sighting of 
three Red-footed Falcons on a wire.    

 The first scheduled stop was at Lake Durankulak where we were 
greeted on arrival by a Pied Wagtail.  Here, the group has split and 

Richard, Dancho, Nikolay and myself went along the extensive reeddbeds 
in search for the illusive Paddyfield Warbler.  Tim quickly found a subject 
for his photography and was happy to stay behind and chase Barn 
Swallows.  In the meantime, Jim, Gordon and Celia were satisfied to potter 
around as well and posed for a memorable “Last of the summer wine” 
picture.  

The walk along the reedbeds yielded a Green Sandpiper, a delightful 
Bearded Tit, Black-headed Wagtail, female Red-backed Shrike and Reed 
Warbler.  A Little Crake was calling in the reeds and a Water Rail gave 
itself away by its distinctive squealing calls.  Two Ferruginous Ducks flew 
past us and a Little Bittern made a short appearance.  The Paddyfield 
Warbler never was fully viewed, and Nikolay was the only one to glimpse 
it.   

We then went on a side track and drove through cultivated fields and 
pastures, where Stonechats and Red-backed Shrikes abounded.  Most attention 
though was given to a Tawny Pipit and Calandra Lark.  A short while later, a 
Short-toed Lark showed up as well.  Our excitement reached a peak when a 
Wild Cat was seen running across the field.  Raptors included a Marsh Harrier, 
White-tailed Eagle and Red-footed Falcon.   

Soon we reached spectacularly rich meadows full of colourful poppies; 
their intensive red colour overshadowed other plants such as Perennial Flax Linum perenne and Pheasant's-
eye Adonis annua or a rather dull looking Thistle Broomrape Orobanche reticulate.  A short walk in this 
profusion of colour produced another White-tailed Eagle, Lesser Grey Shrike, Cormorant and a pair of 
Golden Orioles.   

 

We found a shaded spot by the Shabla Lake, where we had our picnic lunch in the company of calling 
Cuckoo, Calandra Lark and Corn Bunting.  Tall grasses and reeds around the lake meant we were unable to 
see more than just a Great Crested Grebe and a Lapwing on the muddy edge.  We tried to reach the other side 
of the lake to get a better view, but the road was flooded.  After driving through a sunflower field and risking 
an encounter with an angry farmer, we retreated from the area.  As we drove on the side tracks of this 
cultivated fields, we had some more sightings of a European Hoopoe, Lesser Grey Shrike, Black-headed 
Wagtail, Spotted Flycatcher and a Roller.  A Red Fox suddenly crossed our path too.      

Another brief stop in an exceptionally colourful meadow yielded good views of Whitethroat, Turtle Dove, 
three Bee-eaters, Corn Bunting, Spotted Flycatcher and a Black-headed Bunting.      

We then visited Kamen Briag, an ancient cave settlement and burial site on the rocky coast of the Black 
Sea.   Forty caves overlook the sea in vertical cliffs here, but are invisible from the land and are only 

Day 7
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accessible via a few narrow paths among the rocks.  From the top of the cliffs we looked out for Black-
throated Divers, which are occasionally found here, but instead we had to be satisfied with stunning views of 
Black-headed Wagtail, Pied Wheatear, Corn Bunting and Calandra Lark whose densities here were simply 
astonishing.  The area abounded in butterflies and those included an Eastern Baton Blue, Red Admiral and 
Small Copper.   

 

       Our next stop was the medieval fortress of Kaliakra situated on one of the biggest cliffs along 
the Black Sea coast.  Today, it is a nature reserve known as a major bird migration route and hosting 
several rare breeding birds.  The latter included Pied Wheatear and a local race of European Shag, which were 
both picked up as we walked along the remains of the fortified walls, burial sites and churches.  Black-headed 
Buntings were, as usual, abundant, and Kestrel, Goldfinch, White Wagtail, European Bee-eaters, Alpine 
Swifts and Little Stint put on appearance as well.  

Later on, we stopped briefly at the bottom of the rocky red cliffs, where 
in vain we were looking for the resident Eagle Owl.  A short walk along the 
edge of the lake and the surrounding reeds produced a splendid view of a 
singing Great Reed Warbler.  House Martins, Spanish Sparrows, European 
Bee-eaters and a Jay also were also flying about, and a Cuckoo could be 
heard in the distance.  The highlight though was superb views of two males 
and a female Red-footed Falcon.  

On the way home, we stopped to look at two Stone Curlews which were 
spotted from the bus.   

The busy schedule today pushed our dinner to 20:00.  We were treated to fresh salad again, “spring” soup 
and pork with potatoes.  A cream roulade was a lovely desert to finish off, but the evening rolled late into the 
night.  It was our last night with Pancho, so in the relaxed atmosphere and with plenty of rakia we all 
unwound and listened with admiration to Pancho’s baritone vice.  He sang a few traditional Bulgarian songs 
for us and we listened completely gobsmacked by his talent.  When Pancho brought flowers to Celia and 
myself , it melted our hearts.  Sadly, soon the lovely evening came to an end and it was time to say good-bye 
to this wonderful man – little did we know that he had something else up his sleeve the next morning.   

 
 

 
 
 
20 May, Wednesday 
 

Despite the late session last night, Tim and Richard managed to get up early and were rewarded with 
good views of Hawfinch, Cuckoo and Golden Oriole.  We all gathered for breakfast at 8:00 am and soon 
after, it was time to say good-bye to our wonderful and generous host for the past two days.   

As we drove through the streets of Kavarna, unexpectedly, we found ourselves in front of Pancho’s 
colourful house.  The man himself stood in his flowering garden and greeted us with a big smile.  It was great 
to see him again, and it seems that his generous nature had no end, as he handed a bottle of rakia (apparently 
70% alcohol!) to each of us.  What a 
unique man, full of vitality, happiness 
and generosity!  After seeing his little 
entertaining structure at the back garden, 
Celia was already making plans for 
another visit! But, even here, in this 
relaxed surrounding, Tim and Richard 
picked up a singing Black Redstart.  

Day 8



  11

Now, our journey took us north west through rolling field of cultivated land.  We did a little detour 
though and visited an ancient cave site (Thracian rock cult centre) near Strelkovo.  The meadow around us 
was buzzing with insects (eg. mating Common Leaf Weevils, Dock Bug ) and we made an impressive list of 
butterflies here: Clouded Yellow, Eastern short-tailed Blue, Queen of Spain, Weaver’s Fritillary, Eastern 

Festoon, Idas Blue and Grizzled Skipper.   
A Common Wall Lizard was also seen and birds were 

not ignored either: a Blackbird, Hawfinches, Apine Swifts 
and a Booted Eagle were recorded and our first Wryneck 
was heard in the distance. 

Our journey took us then to the fringes of the River 
Danube and the famous Srebarna Nature Reserve.   We 
walked along a gravel road where Nightingales and 
Golden Orioles performed well.  Damselflies and 

butterflies were abundant again, but the star of the show was a Freyer’s Purple 
Emperor this time, showing off the dazzling purple on the upper wings as it flew 
around.  A Penduline Tit building busily its nest was an undoubted highland for 
some of us.  The road eventually took us to a viewing point where the lake with 
its extensive reedbeds, floating reed islands, flooded willow woodlands and the 
surrounding marshlands formed a UNESCO Heritage Site and Biosphere 
Reserve.  As we consumed our picnic lunch, we were entertained by a White-
winged Black Tern, a Pochard, Great Crested Grebe, Squacco Heron, Graylag 
Goose, Bee-eaters and another Penduline Tit.  Breeding platforms of Dalmatian Pelicans could be seen in the 
distance, as well as an endangered Pygmy Cormorant and Ferruginous Duck.   

As the clouds were building up, becoming gradually darker and heavier, the wind soon picked up, and so 
we decided to cut this visit short and abandoned the planned walk along the boundary of the nature reserve 
and headed for our lodge. 

Our accommodation for the night was Pelican Lodge, built in traditional 
Bulgarian style and owned by Nikolay and his wife, in the village of Vetren.  A 
short walk in their garden produced the most amazing Jumping Spider Philaeus 
chrysops (photo below by Celia) and a long-horned beetle (unidentified).  Coffee 
outside was most appreciated and so, rejuvenated, we decided to take a chance 
with the weather and drove to the River Danube, only two kilometres from the 
lodge.   

As soon as we arrived though, the heavens opened and the rain lashed down.  
We managed to have a glimpse of some birds passing/flying along the river, including Grey Heron, Dalmatian 
Pelican, Pygmy and White-breasted Cormorants, Black-crowned Night Heron and European Spoonbill.  
Although the rain stopped for a while, it was windy and unpleasant and so we decided to go back to the lodge.  
After a short rest, though, some of us were keen to go back to the Danube and by 16:00 we re-visited the site.  
This time the bird activity on the river where somewhat less, but Gordon, Richard and Dancho came back 
from their short walk with sightings of Green Woodpecker, Robin, Song Thrush, Spotted Flycatcher and our 
first Oystercatcher.  As we gathered around the minibus, a Red Squirrel showed up briefly but well, and so 
did a Great Spotted Woodpecker.  It was a nice calm evening and no wonder we could hear a Hoopoe calling 
cheerfully in the distance.     
 We all gathered at 19:00 for our evening meal.  It was another memorable dinner with vegetable soup 
(with cheese) as a starter, followed by meat balls and finished off with an apricot cake.  
 
 
 
 
 
21 May, Wednesday 
 
  A blue sky and sun welcomed us this morning, but only Tim 
went for an early stroll around the village.  By the time the rest of us 
emerged from our rooms, he was back with a number of pictures of a 
Syrian Woodpecker attending its nest.  A few moths were found on our 
doorstep, including White Ermine Spilosoma luricipeda.  
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Our breakfast at 8:00 am was delicious with a selection of fruit, museli, home made yogurt, honey and 
banica.  

 
After discussing possible routes to the airport, we decided to take a drive along the River Danube and pay 

a short visit to Kalimok, a restored wetland, which was once drained by socialists.  En route, we passed the 
biggest natural Silver Lime Tilia tomentosa forest in Europe (proclaimed a Natura 2000 site) and stopped 
briefly by a Bee-eater colony with about 50 breeding pairs.   

 
The Kalimok wetland impressed us with its great bird activity.  Here, Whiskered Terns have a colony of 

up to 200 pairs, and we saw a few of them flying about as well as a flock of five White-winged Terns and a 
single Black Tern.  In the extensive reedbeds, Great Reed Warblers and Reed Warblers were giving a 
continuous concert and Richard and Dancho recorded Sedge and Marsh Warblers. A Penduline Tit was 
chipping away behind the Willow trees, a Cuckoo was chased by a Corn Bunting and a Barred Warbler was 
parachuting in front of us in its characteristic manner.  A Marsh Harrier and then Red-footed Falcon appeared 
briefly in the distance.  Despite the plethora of birds, we had to cut our visit short to get to the airport on time.   
As we were leaving, a Black-headed Wagtail showed up on the road and a Grass Snake slid swiftly from the 
road into nearby grasses.  Our short visit to this wetland also produced a number of butterflies, which 
included Painted Lady, Small Heath and a Queen of Spain 
Fritillary.  Gordon was chuffed to find a Common Carder Bee. 

 
 Eventually, we reached the border with Romania.  After a 

quick check by authorities, we crossed the bridge, where a big sign 
indicated entry to a new country.  A Red-footed Falcon was seen 
from the bridge for the last time. 

 
As we drove via cultivated fields some familiar species were 

seen: White Stork, Red-rumped Swallow, Grey Heron, Jagdaw, 
Rook, Crested Lark and Spanish Sparrow.                     

 
Passing through Bucharest took us a while, but eventually we reached the airport with some time to spare.  

We said good-bye to Nikolay and Dancho, very friendly and helpful companions.  
 
The eventful and sunny trip to Bulgaria had come to an end!  Altogether, we covered 1600km.  The 

memories that we will take with us from visiting this lovely country are the great range of unspoiled habitats, 
rolling agricultural fields, the quality of the first light of the day, plethora of birds, profusion of orchids, 
excellent food, unforgettable rakia and the relaxed pace of life.     

 
 

 Thank you for bringing so much laughter and humour to this trip! 
 
 
 

          White Ermine           Forester       Tau Emperor   Light Emerald 
         Spilosoma luricipeda   Adscita statices           Aglia tau           Campaea margaritaria 
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13/05 14/05 15/05 16/05 17/05 18/05 19/05 20/05 21/05
Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

1 Great Crested Grebe x x
2 Little Grebe x
3 Dalmatian Pelican x x x
4 Cormorant x x x x x x
5 Pygmy Cormorant x x x x
6 Little Bittern x x
7 Squacco Heron x x x
8 Night Heron x x x
9 Great White Egret x x

10 Little Egret x x x x x
11 Grey Heron  x x x x x x x
12 Spoonbill x x
13 Glossy Ibis x x
14 White Stork  x x x x x x x x x
15 Black Stork x x x x
16 Mute Swan  x x x x
17 Whooper Swan x
18 Greylag Goose x
19 Mallard x x x x
20 Shelduck x x x
21 Ruddy Shelduck x
22 Gadwall x
23 Shoveler x
24 Pochard x x
25 Ferruginous Duck x x x
26 Black Kite  x
27 Short-toed Eagle x x
28 White-tailed Eagle x x
29 Egyptian Vulture x
30 Griffon Vulture x x x
31 Marsh Harrier x x x x x
32 Sparrowhawk   x x x x
33 Levant Sparrowhawk x
34 Common Buzzard x x x x x
35 Long-legged Buzzard x x
36 Honey Buzzard x x x x
37 Booted Eagle x x x
38 Imperial Eagle x
39 Lesser Spotted Eagle x
40 Peregrine Falcon x
41 Hobby  x x
42 Kestrel x x x x x x x
43 Lesser Kestrel x
44 Red-footed Falcon x x
45 Pheasant  x x
46 Chukar x x
47 Little Crake H
48 Water Rail H
49 Moorhen   x H H
50 Coot   x x x
51 Black-winged Stilt x x x x x
52 Avocet x x
53 Stone Curlew x
54 Collared Pratincole x
55 Little Ringed Plover x x
56 Ringed Plover x x
57 Grey Plover x

Species name 

Birds recorded on the trip (175) 
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13/05 14/05 15/05 16/05 17/05 18/05 19/05 20/05 21/05
Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

58 Lapwing x x x x
59 Curlew Sandpiper x x
60 Little Stint x x x
61 Ruff   x
62 Common Greenshank x
63 Wood Sandpiper x
64 Green Sandpiper x
65 Black-headed Gull  x
66 Mediterranean Gull x
67 Yellow-legged Gull x x x x x x x x
68 Sandwich Tern x x x
69 Common Tern x x x x
70 Little Tern  x x
71 Black Tern   x
72 White-winged Black Tern  x x x x
73 Whiskered Tern   x
74 Feral Pigeon/Rock Dove  x x x x x x x x x
75 Stock Dove x
76 Wood Pigeon x x
77 Collared Dove  x x x x x x x x x
78 Turtle Dove x x x x x x x
79 Cuckoo  H x H x x H x x
80 Little Owl H
81 Scops Owl H
82 Nightjar H
83 Alpine Swift x x x x
84 Swift  x x x x x x x x
85 Pallid Swift x x
86 Eurasian Hoopoe x x x x x x
87 European Bee-eater x x x x x x
88 European Roller x x x x x
89 Syrian Woodpecker x x x x x
90 Green Woodpecker x H x
91 Grey-headed Woodpecker  x H
92 Great Spotted Woodpecker x x
93 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  x x
94 Eurasian Wryneck H
95 Skylark x x x x x x x
96 Woodlark   x
97 Crested Lark x x x x x
98 Calandra Lark x
99 Sand Martin   x x x

100 Eurasian Crag Martin x x x x
101 Common House Martin x x x x x x x x x
102 Red-rumped Swallow x x x x x x x
103 Common Barn Swallow x x x x x x x x x
104 Tawny Pipit x
105 White Wagtail x x x x x x x
106 Grey Wagtail x x
107 Black-headed Wagtail x x
108 Common Nightingale x x x x x x
109 European Robin x x
110 European Stonechat x x
111 Whinchat x x
112 Black Redstart  x x
113 Northern Wheatear x x x x
114 Black-eared Wheatear x x

Species name 

Continued…
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13/05 14/05 15/05 16/05 17/05 18/05 19/05 20/05 21/05
Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

115 Isabelline Wheatear x x
116 Pied Wheatear x
117 Blue Rock Thrush x
118 Common Blackbird x x x x x x x
119 Song Thrush  x x
120 Mistle Thrush   x
121 Savi's Warbler H
122 Eurasian Reed Warbler x x x x x
123 Marsh Warbler x
124 Great Reed Warbler x x x
125 Sedge Warbler  x
126 Cetti's Warbler x x
127 Eastern Olivaceous Warbler x x H x
128 Olive-tree Warbler x
129 Common Whitethroat x x x
130 Lesser Whitethroat x x
131 Barred Warbler  x
132 Eurasian Blackcap x
133 Sardinian Warbler x x
134 Eastern Orphean Warbler x
135 Subalpine Warbler x
136 Common Chiffchaff x x x
137 Spotted Flycatcher x x
138 Semi-collared Flycatcher x
139 Bearded Tit x x
140 Long-tailed Tit  x
141 Eurasian Penduline Tit x x
142 Coal Tit x
143 Great Tit x x x x x x
144 Eurasian Blue Tit x x x
145 Eastern Rock Nuthatch x
146 Wallcreeper x
147 Eurasian Wren x
148 White-throated Dipper x x
149 Red-backed Shrike x x x x x x x x
150 Lesser Grey Shrike x x x x x
151 Woodchat Shrike x x x
152 Masked Shrike x
153 Eurasian Jay x x x x x x x
154 Eurasian Magpie x x x x x x x x x
155 Rook  x
156 Hooded Crow x x x x x x x x x
157 Western Jackdaw x x x x x x x x x
158 Raven x x x x
159 Eurasian Golden Oriole x x x x x x x
160 Common Starling x x x x x x x x x
161 Spanish Sparrow x x x x x x
162 House Sparrow x x x x x x x
163 Eurasian Tree Sparrow x x x x
164 Common Chaffinch x x x x x x x x
165 European Serin x x
166 Common Linnet x x x
167 European Goldfinch x x x x x x x
168 European Greenfinch x x x x
169 Hawfinch x
170 Corn Bunting x x x x
171 Rock Bunting x x
172 Yellowhammer H H
173 Black-headed Bunting x x x x x x
174 Cirl Bunting x x
175 Ortolan Bunting x

Species name 

Continued… 
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English name Latin name 
1 Adalia 10-punctata 10-spot Ladybird 
2 Adscita statices Forester (moth)
3 Aglia tau Tau Emperor (moth)
4 Blaps mucronata Churchyard Beetle 
5 Bombus pascuorum Common Carder Bee
6 Campaea margaritaria Light Emerald (moth)
7 Cerambycidae Long-horned Beetle
8 Cercopis vulnerata Red-and-black Froghopper
9 Cetonia aurata Rose Chafer

10 Coccinella 7-punctata 7-spot Ladybird
11 Coreus marginatus Dock Bug
12 Culex sp. Mosquito
13 Cycloneda genus Spotless Ladybird Beetle
14 Ephemeroptera order Mayfly
15 Formica sp. Wood Ant 
16 Haematopota pluvialis Cleg-fly
17 Haemopis sp. Leech
18 Harmonia axyridis Harlequin Ladybird
19 Hydrophilidae Water Scavenger Beetle
20 Nepa cinerea Water Scorpion 
21 Philaeus chrysops Jumping Spider 
22 Phyllobious pyri Common Leaf Weevil 
23 Pyrrhocoris apterus Fire Bug
24 Spilosoma lubricipeda White Ermine (moth)
25 Tomicus piniperda Common Pine Shoot Beetle

English name Latin name 
1 Brown Hare Lepus capensis
2 Hedhog Erinaceus europaeus
3 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes
4 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris
5 Wild Cat Felis silvestris

1 Common Frog Rana temporaria
2 Edible Frog Pelophylax esculentus
3 Marsh Frog Rana ridibunda
4 Fire-bellied Toad Bombina bombina
5 Balkan Green Lizard Lacerta trilineata
6 Balkan Wall Lizard Podarcis taurica
7 Common Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis
8 European Glass Lizard Ophisaurus apodus
9 Eastern Green Lizard Lacerta viridis

10 European Pond Terrapin Emys orbicularis
11 Spur-thighed Tortoise Testudo graeca
12 Dice Snake Natrix tessellata
13 Grass Snake Natrix natrix
14 Slow-worm Anguis fragilis

English name Latin name 
1 Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines
2 Azure Bluet Houstonia caerulea
3 Black-veined White Aporia crataegi
4 Brown Argus Aricia agestis
5 Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa
6 Clouded Yellow Colias croceus
7 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus
8 Common Bluetail Ischnura heterosticta
9 Common Glider Neptis sappho

10 Eastern Baton Blue Pseudophilotes vicrama
11 Eastern Festoon Allancastria cerisyi
12 Eastern Short-tailed Blue Cupido decolorata
13 Eastern Wood White Leptidea duponcheli 
14 Freyer's Purple Emperor Apatura metis
15 Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi
16 Green-underside Blue Glaucopsyche alexis
17 Green-veined White Pieris napi
18 Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae
19 Idas Blue Plebejus idas
20 Knapweed Fritillary Melitaea phoebe
21 Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus
22 Larger Copper Lycaena dispar 
23 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina
24 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui
25 Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia
26 Russian Heath Coenonympha leander
27 Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius
28 Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus
29 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas
30 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus
31 Southern White Admiral Limenitis reducta
32 Variable Bluet Coenagrion pulchellum
33 Weaver's Fritillary Boloria dia
34 Wood White Leptidea sinapis

English name Latin name 
1 Aeshna isoceles Green-eyed Hawker
2 Anax parthenope Lesser Emperor 
3 Coenagrion puella Azure Bluet
4 Coenagrion pulchellum Variable Bluet
5 Crocothemis erythraea Scarlet Darter (Broad Scarlet)
6 Ischnura elegans Common Bluetail
7 Ischnura elegans Blue-tailed Damselfly 
8 Libellula fulva Scarce Chaser
9 Libellula quadrimaculata Four-spotted Chaser

10 Orthetrum albistylum White-tailed Skimmer 
11 Orthetrum cancellatum, Black-tailed Skimmer
12 Platycnemis pennipes White-legged Damselfly

1 Cepaea nemoralis Brown-lipped Snail

Latin name English name 
1 Calloria neglecta Fungus on a nettle dead stem
2 Kuhneola uredinis Rust fungus on bramble
3 Laetiporus sulphureus Chicken of the woods fungus
4 Microsphaerta alphitoides Oak mildew fungus
5 Oxyporus populinus Fungus brackets on poplar
6 Puccinia malvacaerum Rust fungus on mallow
7 Taphrina deformans Peach leaf curl fungus
8 Venturia rumicis Fungus on dock leaves
9 Evernia prunastri Lichen

10 Pseudevernia furfuracea Lichen
11 Xanthoria parietina Lichen

Wildlife recorded on the trip 

             Mammals, amphibians and reptiles            Butterflies 

                       
  Selected insects   

 
 
 
 

          Dragonflies and damselflies 
 

 
                      Fungus and lichens 
     by Gordon 

 
                                   
   Molluscs 
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English name Latin name 
1 Abies alba European Silver Fir
2 Acer campestre Field Maple
3 Acer monspessulanum Montpelier Maple
4 Acer negundo Box Elder
5 Acer platanoides Norway Maple
6 Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
7 Achillea clypeolata A Yellow Yarrow
8 Achillea millefolium Yarrow
9 Adonis annua Pheasant's-eye

10 Aesculus hippocastanum Horse Chestnut
11 Ailanthus altissima Tree of Heaven
12 Ajuga reptans Bugle
13 Alisam plantago- aquatica Water Plantain
14 Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard
15 Allium sphaerocephalon Round-headed Leek
16 Alnus glutinosa Common Alder
17 Amorpha fruticosa False Indigo Bush
18 Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid
19 Anchusa officinalis Alkanet
20 Anemone nemerosa Wood Anemone
21 Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort
22 Aristolochia clematitis Birthwort
23 Arrhenatherum elatior False Oat
24 Asparagus acutifolius Wild Asparagus
25 Asphodeline lutea Yellow Asphodel
26 Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort
27 Astragalus alopecurus A Milk Vetch
28 Bellis perennis Daisy
29 Betula verrucosa Silver Birch
30 Brachypodium sylvaticum False Brome Grass
31 Bromus mollis Soft Brome
32 Bromus sterilis Barren Brome
33 Bupleurum rotundifolium Thorow-wax
34 Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse
35 Cardaria draba Hoary Cress
36 Carduus macrocephalus A Large-headed Thistle
37 Carduus thracicus A Thistle. Balkan endemic
38 Carex caryophyllea Spring Sedge
39 Carex pallescens Pale Sedge
40 Carex remota Remote Sedge
41 Carex sylvatica Wood Sedge
42 Catalpa bignonoides Foxglove Tree
43 Cedrus atlantica Atlas Cedar
44 Centaurea cyanus Cornlower
45 Cerastrium brachypetalum Grey Mouse-ear
46 Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear
47 Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear
48 Cercis siliquastrum Judas Tree
49 Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Lawson's Cypress
50 Chelidonium majus Greater Celandine
51 Cichorium intybus Chicory
52 Conium maculatum Hemlock
53 Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed
54 Convolvulus cantabrica Cantabrian Morning Glory
55 Cornus sanguinea Dogwood
56 Corylus avellana Hazel
57 Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
58 Cruciata laevipes Crosswort
59 Cynoglossum creticum Blue Hound's-tongue
60 Cystopteris fragilis Brittle Bladder fern
61 Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
62 Dactylorchis sambucina Elder-flowered Orchid
63 Dipsacus fullonum Teasel
64 Eleocharis palustris Common Spike-rush
65 Elymus repens Couchgrass
66 Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail
67 Equisetum telmateia Giant Horsetail
68 Euonymus vulgaris Spindle
69 Euphorbia polychroma Many-coloured Spurge
70 Fagus sylvatica Beech

71 Ferula communis Fennel
72 Festuca vivipara Viviparous Fescue
73 Ficus carica Fig
74 Filipendula vulgaris Dropwort
75 Fragaria  vesca Wild Strawberry
76 Fragaria  x ananassa Cultivated Strawberry
77 Fraxinus excelsior Ash
78 Fraxinus ornus Flowering Ash
79 Fumaria officinalis Common Fumitory
80 Galium aparine Cleavers
81 Galium mollugo Hedge Bedstraw
82 Gentianella ciliata Fringed Gentian
83 Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill
84 Geranium lucidum Shining Crane's-bill
85 Geranium macrorrhizum Balkan Crane's-bill
86 Geranium robertianum Herb Robert
87 Geum urbanum Wood Avens
88 Gladiolus illyricus Wild Gladiolus
89 Glaucium flavum Yellow Horned-poppy
90 Glechoma hederacea Ground Ivy
91 Hedera hlix Ivy
92 Helianthemum nummularium Common Rockrose
93 Helianthus annuus Sunflower
94 Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
95 Herniaria hirsuta A Rupturewort
96 Hordelymus europaeus Wood Barley
97 Humulus lupulus Wild Hop
98 Hyoscyamus niger Henbane
99 Hypericum perforatum Perforated St John's-wort

100 Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris
101 Jasminum fruticans Wild Jasmine
102 Juglans regia Common Walnut
103 Juncus inflexus Hard Rush
104 Juniperus communis Common Juniper
105 Laburnum anagyroides Laburnum
106 Lamium maculatum Spotted Deadnettle
107 Lamium purpureum Red Deadnettle
108 Lapsana communis Nipplewort
109 Lathyrus nissolia Grass-leaved Pea
110 Legousia hybrida Venus's Looking Glass
111 Legousia speculum-veneris Large Venus's Looking Glass
112 Levisticum officinale Lovage
113 Ligustrum vulgare Privet
114 Linum perenne Perennial Flax
115 Lolium perrene Ryegrass
116 Lotus corniculatus Bird's-foot Trefoil
117 Luzula campestris Field Woodrush
118 Lycium barbarum Duke of Argyll's Tea Plant
119 Lysimachia nummularia Creeping Jenny
120 Malus domestica Apple
121 Malva sylvestris Common Mallow
122 Marrubium friwaldskyanum A Horehound
123 Medicago arabica Spotted Medick
124 Medicago sativa Lucerne
125 Minuarta mediterranea Mediterraneum Sandwort
126 Morus alba White Mulberry
127 Muscari botryoides Grape Hyacinth
128 Myosotis arvense Field Forget-me-not
129 Myosotis discolor Changing Forget-me-not
130 Myosotis sylvatica Wood Forget-me-not
131 Orchis laxiflora Lax-flowered Orchid
132 Orchis militaris Military Orchid
133 Orchis morio Green-veined Orchid
134 Orchis pallens Pale-flowered Orchid
135 Origanum vulgare Marjoram
136 Ornithogalum umbellatum Star of Bethlehem
137 Orobanche reticulata Thistle Broomrape
138 Oxalis acetosella Wood Sorrel
139 Oxalis corniculata Procumbent Yellow Sorrel
140 Paeonia peregrina A Wild Peony
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195 Sedum acre Biting Stonecrop
196 Serapias sp Tongue Orchid
197 Sesleria caerulea Blue Moor-grass
198 Silene alba White Campion
199 Silene italica Italian Catchfly
200 Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion
201 Silybum marianum Milk ThistlE
202 Sinapsis arvensis Charlock
203 Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard
204 Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet
205 Sonchus asper Prickly Sowthistle
206 Sorbus aucuparia Rowan
207 Sorbus torminalis Wild Service Tree
208 Stellaria media Chickweed
209 Symphytum bulbosum Tuberous Comfrey
210 Symphytum x uplandicum Russian Comfrey
211 Syringa vulgaris Lilac
212 Taraxacum offocinale aggregate Dandelion
213 Thalictrum flavum Common Meadow-rue
214 Thymus drucei Wild Thyme
215 Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime
216 Tilia tomentosa Silver Lime
217 Tragopogon pratensis Goat's-beard
218 Trapa natans Water Chestnut
219 Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil
220 Trifolium dubium Yellow Trefoil
221 Trifolium incarnatum Crimson Clover
222 Trifolium medium Zigzag Clover
223 Trifolium ochroleucon Sulphur Clover
224 Trifolium pratense Red Clover
225 Trifolium repens White Clover
226 Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed
227 Tsuga heterophylla Western Hemlock
228 Typha latifolia Bulrush
229 Ulmus sp Romanian Elm
230 Urtica dioica Common Nettle
231 Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry
232 Vaccinium vitis-idaea Cowberry
233 Valerianella sp Corn Salad
234 Verbascum longifolium Long-leaved Mullein
235 Verbascum sinuatum Wavy-leaved Mullein
236 Verbascum thapsus Great Hairy Mullein
237 Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell
238 Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell
239 Veronica officinalis Common Speedwell
240 Veronica persica Common Field Speedwell
241 Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell
242 Veronica spicata Spiked Speedwell
243 Vinca major Large Periwinkle
244 Viola hirta Hairy Violet
245 Viola lutea Mountain Pansy
246 Viola riviniana Common Violet
247 Viscum album Mistletoe
248 Vitis vinifera Grape

141 Paliurus spina-Christi Christ's Thorn
142 Papaver apulum A Poppy with black/white centre
143 Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy
144 Pentaglottis sempervirens Green Alkanet
145 Petasites hybridus Butterbur
146 Phalaris arundinacea Reed Grass
147 Phragmites australis Common Reed
148 Picea abies Norway Spruce
149 Picea glauca Silver Spruce
150 Pinus nigra Corsican Pine
151 Pinus pinaster Maritime Pine
152 Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine
153 Plantago coronopus Buck's-horn Plantain
154 Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
155 Plantago major Great Plantain
156 Plantago media Hoary Plantain
157 Platanus orientalis Oriental Plane
158 Poa trivialis Rough-stalked Meadow-grass
159 Polygala comosa A Milkwort
160 Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass
161 Populus alba White Poplar
162 Populus nigra hybrid Black Poplar hybrid
163 Populus tremula Aspen
164 Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
165 Potentilla sterilis Barren Strawberry
166 Poterium sanguisorba Salad Burnet
167 Primula elatior Oxlip
168 Primula veris Cowslip
169 Prunus armeniaca Apricot
170 Prunus cerasifera Myrobalan Plum
171 Prunus dulcis Almond
172 Prunus persica Peach
173 Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
174 Pyrus salicifolia Willow-leaved Pear
175 Quercus cerris Turkey Oak
176 Quercus petraea Sessile Oak
177 Quercus pubescens Downy Oak
178 Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup
179 Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette
180 Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry
181 Robinia pseudacacia False Acacia
182 Rosa canina aggregate Dog Rose
183 Rubus caesius Dewberry
184 Rubus fruticosa aggregate Bramble
185 Rubus idaeus Raspberry
186 Rumex crispus Curled Dock
187 Salicornia europaea Sea Samphire
188 Salix alba White Willow
189 Salix fragilis Crack Willow
190 Salvia pratensis Field Clary
191 Sambucus edulis Dwarf Elder
192 Sambucus nigra Elder
193 Saxifraga ferdinande-coburgi
194 Saxifraga sempervirens

Continued… 

  


