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Botswana’s biggest natural asset is the Okavango 
Delta, the largest delta in the world, covering some 
15,000 square kilometres.  The delta is formed where 
the Okavango River, originating from Angola, reaches 
the Kalahari floodplain and fans out into a network of 
numerous channels, lakes and waterways.  Each year, 
approximately 11 cubic kilometres of water enters the 
delta and forms a most beautiful oasis of lush 
wilderness.   

Not surprisingly, birding is fantastic in the delta, 
and in fact, of over 500 regularly occurring species in 
Botswana, the majority are found here.   These include 
18 members of the heron family, 19 species of ducks, 
14 different species of rails, nine species of kingfishers, 
ten species of owls as well as over 60 species of raptor.  
The African Pygmy Goose, African Skimmer, African 
Wood Owl, Pel's Fishing Owl, Narina Trogon, African 
Jacana and Southern Carmine Bee-eater are just a few 
to enthral you.  Botswana’s only endemic species, the 
Slaty Egret, and threatened Wattled Crane have their 
global stronghold here as well.   The delta is also 
internationally important for migratory birds and 
earned its status as the largest Ramsar site in the world. 

Not only is Okavango an ornithological mecca, but 
this unspoiled wilderness also offers one of the finest 
safaris in Africa. The shrubs and floodplains are home 
to eye-catching antelopes such as Lechwe, Topi and 
Sable, not to mention more common mammals such as 
African Buffalo, Elephant, Giraffe, Brown and Spotted 
Hyenas, Greater Kudu, Black and White Rhinoceroses, 
Burchell’s Zebra and Warthog.  Predators such as 
Leopard, Lion and Cheetah abound here, the 
endangered African Wild Dog lives within some of the 
largest packs in Africa, and Hippos and Crocodiles are 
found in unusually big numbers.  Altogether, over 160 
species of mammals inhabit the delta, together with 
157 reptiles, 84 species of fish and 5,000 different 
insects. Needless to say, photographic opportunities 
here are second to none.   

This tour will take you to the heart of the 
Okavango Delta and time will be spent in two safari 
camps, to give you the best opportunity to explore the 
delta from both water and land.  We will visit 
Botswana in November, at the end of the dry season 
and the beginning of spring, when the Okavango starts 
to swell for the second time in the year.  We will travel 
in an open safari vehicle, but a mokoro (a traditional 
hand-crafted dugout canoe, propelled by long poles) 
will also be used.  Comfortable walk-in tented 
accommodation, with twin beds, bedside lamp and en-
suite bathroom will be erected especially for us, and a 
cook and safari camp assistants will be at our disposal.  
This is not a typical camping experience, but a truly 
unique Hemingway style safari, which will bring you 
closer to the real spirit of one of the most unspoiled and 
wild places in Africa.   



 
 
You will be collected from Maun airport 
and transferred to the edge of the 

Okavango Delta.  The journey will last up to four 
hours, depending on how many stops we make on 
the way.  And, indeed, there 
will be plenty of birds and 
mammals to look at, 
including the more common 
species such as Burchell’s 
Zebra, Elephant, African 
Buffalo, Giraffe, some 
antelopes and our first 
raptors.  

We should arrive to 
our camp at the Khwai 
Community Concession in 

late afternoon, where we will 
stay for the first three nights.   
 

  
The Khwai 
Community 

Concession is located in the 
north eastern Okavango 
Delta, next to the iconic 
Moremi Game Reserve, and 
covers the area of 1800 
square kilometres.   The 
concession was established in 
1963 when the wife of 
Moremi III decided to protect 
a third of the Okavango Delta 
for future generations and 
created the Moremi Game 
Reserve, in honour of the late 
Batawana chief.   The 
Moremi Game Reserve was 
the first wildlife sanctuary to 
be set aside by a southern 
African community on their 
own land.  As a consequence, 
the tribe living within the 
boundaries of the reserve, 
agreed to vacate the land and 
created adjacent Khwai 
Community Concession, 
where they developed eco-
tourism activities and 
participate actively in the 
conservation of the area.  The  
 
 

 
 
Khwai Community Concession is open to the 
Moremi Game Reserve and the wildlife wander 
freely between the two.  
  Our camp is based within the Khwai 

Community Concession and 
outside the Moremi Game 
Reserve, which has a great 
advantage. This means that 
we will be able to experience 
wildlife not only on the daily 
game drives in our open 
safari vehicle, but also on 
foot and by night. These 
activities are not permitted in 
the reserve and, particularly 
night drives, will give us a 

great chance to experience 
some of the nocturnal 
animals that are rarely 
encountered during the day.  
These include Honey Badger, 
Porcupine, Common Genet, 
Black-backed Jackal, White-
tailed Mongoose, Scrub and 
Spring Hare and even the 
Aardvark.  As for the birds, 
we might encounter species 
such as Pennant-winged, 
Fiery-necked and Square-
tailed Nightjars, as well as 
the White-faced Scops and 
Giant Eagle Owls. 
  We will spend two 
days here, going for game 
drives and walks early in the 
morning when birdwatching 
is at its best. However, as the 
temperature increases, we 
will return to the camp and 
spend the midday relaxing 
around the camp before 
engaging in activities again in 
the afternoon.   

The Khwai river 
flows through the concession 
area and along the edge of the 
Khwai’s floodplain where 
some of the region’s most 
beautiful mature riverine 
forest is found, including 
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spectacular old stands of 
Camelthorn and Leadwood.  
The adjacent acacia and 
Mopane woodlands, marshes 
and open grasslands create a 
varied environment which 
boasts one of the best game 
viewing in the Okavango 
region and seldom fails to 
deliver some impressive 
wildlife spectacles.  

Elephants thrive here 
and encounters with bulls and 
breeding herds are inevitable.  
Predators such as Lion, 
Leopard, Serval, African 
Wildcat, Wild Dog and 
Cheetah find their home here 
and we will not need to be 
lucky to find them.  Mixed areas of broken 
woodlands and open grasslands are classic 
hunting territories for some of these predators and 
because the area has been protected for so long, 
many of them are very relaxed in the presence of 
the game-viewing vehicles.  Our sightings of 
them, therefore, could be closer than anywhere 
else.  Here, we will also have a better chance than 
in most places, to encounter the normally elusive 
Roan antelope, which comes down to the Khwai 
river to drink regularly.   Other ungulates include 
Tsesebe, Blue Wildebeest, Giraffe, Greater Kudu, 
Sable and Impala.   

The Khwai region also hosts abundant 
birdlife.  The forests are 
home to Black-collared and 
Crested Barbets, Woodland 
and Striped Kingfishers, 
White Helmetshrike, 
Southern Black Tit and 
Bennett's Woodpecker.   The 
area has a reputation for 
hosting a high density of 
raptors and encounters with 
species such as Bateleur, 
Steppe, Tawny, Whalberg's 
and Martial Eagles, Marsh 
Harrier, African Hawk-
Eagle, Black Sparrowhawk 
and the rare Bat Hawk are 
possible.   For the waterbirds, 
we will explore the 
waterways of the Okavango 
Delta on the mokoros, 
gliding silently on the crystal 

clear waters of delta.  This is a 
very relaxing way to encounter 
species such as Black and 
Coppery-tailed Coucals, 
Allen's and Purple Gallinules, 
African Crake, African 
Spoonbill, Giant Kingfisher, 
African Jacana, Saddle-billed 
Stork, African Pygmy Goose, 
Goliath Heron and even the 
rare Slaty Egret and Wattled 
Crane.   

One of the highlights of 
our stay will be a visit by boat 
to the Godikwe Heronry, the 
biggest in southern Africa.  
This is a spectacular sight with 
hundreds of herons including 
Little and Great White Egrets, 

Black-crowned Night Herons and Black Headed 
Herons all bickering noisily in the trees.  The Pel's 
Fishing Owl can occasionally be found roosting 
here in a giant Jackal Berry tree hanging over the 
water.   

We will end every day under the sparkling 
stars by a campfire, with a G&T in our hand (or 
other beverages which are included in the price!) 
and enjoy a three-course dinner, prepared by our 
own cook.   

 
  
Following an early morning breakfast, 

we will leave Khwai area and undertake a slow 
drive west to Xakanaxa, 
situated in the heart of the 
Moremi Game Reserve.  
Our team will dismantle the 
camp for us and transport it 
some 60 kilometres ahead 
of us, where they will put it 
up for us again.  

The route follows 
the riverside and 
floodplains of the Khwai 
and Manuchira rivers, and 
then through the Mopane 
and Leadwood forests, 
crossing one of the most 
scenic areas of the 
Okavango.   The rivers 
have an unusually high 
density of Hippos as well as 
some huge Crocodiles and 
a brief stop at the Hippo 
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Pools to view wallowing 
Hippos in the permanent 
shallow lake, should be an 
attraction.   Leopard, 
Cheetah, Serval and Lion are 
common predators along this 
route as well as two different 
packs of Wild Dog.     
  As we enter Mopane 
woodland, encounters with 
its common residents such as 
African Hawk-Eagle, Gabar 
Goshawk, Little 
Sparrowhawk, African 
Harrier Hawk and Shikra are 
all possible.  The more 
interesting species that we 
hope to encounter here will 
include Red-headed Weaver, 
Stierling’s Wren-Warbler, 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird, 
Yellow-breasted Apalis and 

Chin-spot Batis.    
As we arrive to 

Xakanaxa camp in late 
afternoon, a fully assembled 
camp and a three-course 
dinner will await us.   

 
 

Xakanaxa 

Camp has one of the best 
locations in Botswana and 
offers the highest quality of 
game viewing in Africa. To 
the north and west of the 
camp is the Okavango Delta, 
and dry woodlands border the 
camp from the south and 
east.  This means that various 

habitats are in close proximity and these range 
from wide-open floodplains, marshes, lagoons, 
papyrus fringed channels, vast stands of 
Miscanthus and Phragmites, woodlands and 
savannah.  As a result, the diversity of wildlife is 
excellent. 

Game viewing here includes just about 
everything imaginable, with Tsessebe, Impala, 
Steenbok, Blue Wildebeest, Waterbuck and Sable 
antelopes, African Buffalo, Elephant, Burchell's 
Zebra and Giraffe being most common. The 
speciality of the Okavango, the Lechwe, is also 
confined to this area. At least four prides of Lion 

are resident here and the 
area is amongst the best for 
viewing the endangered 
African Wild Dog in 
Africa.  Other predators 
that we might see in action 
include the Leopard, 
Cheetah and both species of 
hyenas.  

The swampy areas 
of Xakanaxa are home to 
some spectacular birds, 
such as African Rail, 
Coppery-tailed Coucal, 
Red-chested Flufftail, 
Black Crake, Allen’s 
Gallinule to name but a 
few. The open waters 
attract the magnificent 
African Skimmer, Yellow-
billed Stork and African 
Fish Eagle and less 

spectacular, but localised 
Chirping Cisticola and 
Luapula Cisticola.  At least 
four species of hornbill are 
found here, including the 
magnificent Southern 
Ground Hornbill, often 
seen tramping across the 
open savannah.  The shaft-
tailed, Pin-tailed and 
Eastern Paradise Whydahs 
with a variety of weavers 
add colour to the splendour 
of Okavango.  

It is virtually 
impossible to point out the 
wildlife highlights here.  
Something special will 
await us round every corner 

and provide great photo opportunities.  
 

    
Following an early morning breakfast, 
we will say farewell to our camp staff 

and undertake the drive back to Maun.  We might 
have time for a few en route stops to view 
wildlife, but even with prolonged breaks, we 
should reach Maun in the early afternoon.  At 
Maun airport, we will catch our flight home. 

Please note that extensions to South Africa are 
offered: to Kruger National Park before this trip and, 
to Cape Town, after this trip.   

Day 8 

Days 5-7 


