
 
Kiunga Extension 

(post-Papua New Guinea tour) 
 

29 July to 3 August 2017 (6 days) 
 

Cost: £2950 pp, if a group of 4-5, or £1980 pp, if a group of 6-7 
 An internal flight from Port Moresby to Kiunga and back is not included in the price (around £200) 
Single supplement:  £325 

 
                       Itinerary 
 
Day 1.  We will fly from Port Moresby to Kiunga and transfer to our lodge for a two night-stay.  Kiunga is a 
small river port situated on the upper reaches of the Fly River in the remote Western Province of Papua New 
Guinea. It is surrounded by swamp and lowland rain forests which host a number of rare birds, difficult to 
find elsewhere.   
 
Day 2.  We will spend a full day exploring the area and search for lowland rainforest species.  One of the 
highlights will be a visit to a display site of the Greater Bird-of-paradise.  These birds have been active 
here for decades and we might visit the exact spot figured in Attenborough's "Birds of Paradise" 
documentary. Raggiana Bird-of-paradise is a dominant species here and males of both species can be seen 
competing for the females, and so hybrids do occur. Other possible birds here include Red-cheeked Parrot, 
Orange-breasted Fig-Parrot, New Guinea Babbler and intensely coloured Flame Bowerbird.   
 
Day 3.  Today, we will travel by boat up the Fly River, home to over 300 bird species, and onto the Elevala 
River, entering one of the best wilderness area in the country.  It will be an early start to the day because our 
aim will be to reach a display post of the incredible Twelve-wired Bird-of-paradise.  The males display for 
a very short period just after dawn each morning and so we will rely on our local guide to get us there in 
time to witness this spectacle.  As we cruise up the murky river, we can expect to see a number of birds, 
including Collared Imperial Pigeons, Pinon Imperial Pigeons, Blyth’s Hornbills, Spiky-crested Palm 
Cockatoos, Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, Glossy-mantled Manucodes, Eclectus Parrots and Shining 
Flycatchers.  We shall also look out for the huge Southern Crowned Pigeon, one of the largest and most 
mysterious pigeons in the world, which is guaranteed to leave a lifetime impression. We will land at various 
spots where small trails will allow us to enter otherwise impenetrable forest.  We will be on the lookout for 
the gorgeous King Bird-of-paradise, which is amazingly faithful to its display trees.  Rarities such as the 
White-bellied Pitohui and the pretty Little Paradise Kingfisher occur in these swampy forests, as well as 
more difficult species such as the Hooded Monarch and Rufous Babbler. Attractive Black-sided Robins sing 
loudly from the interior and the Hooded and Red-bellied Pittas could all be possible encounters. 
 We will spend the night at a very basic but beautifully sited lodge, deep in the swampy jungle 
surrounding the Elevala River.   At night, we shall look for the recently rediscovered Spangled Owlet-
Nightjar, as this poorly-known species can now reliably be seen around our lodge.  
 
Day 4.  After some more birding in the Elevala River area, we shall return to Kiunga and spend the rest of 
the day catching up on any species we may have missed.  Finding a good vantage point in the forest might 
yield sightings of new species such as Grey-headed Goshawk, Red-flanked Lorikeet, Yellow-capped 
Pygmy-Parrot, Greater and Lesser Black Coucal, White-throated Nightjar, Obscure, Plain and Streak-
headed Honeyeaters, Meyer’s Friarbird and Trumpet Manucode.  If we are lucky, we might find Papuan 
Hanging Parrot, Buff-breasted Paradise Kingfisher or Spotted Catbird. 
 
Day 5.  Today, we will undertake a flight back to Port Moresby, but, most probably, will have to stay 
overnight to catch the flight home the next day.   
 
Day 6.  Departure home.   
 
 


